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Pub turning up the 
heat for charities 


HUNT FOR 


Getting ready for a charity barbecue helping children is landlady 
Frankie Witts, at the Seven Stars pub, in Brook Road, Oldswinford 


Barbecue 

FUNDRAISERS will have more 
than just food for thought at a se¬ 
ries of barbecue events to raise 
money for a charity that helps chil¬ 
dren with physical disabilities. 

Staff at the Seven Stars pub in 
Brook Road, Oldswinford, are or¬ 
ganising six barbecues during the 
summer to help the charity CAL4U, 
which was set up in the name of 
Norton youngster Callum Lover- 
idge, who was paralysed from the 
neck down when a BMX stunt went 
tragically wrong. 

Pub landlady Frankie Witts said 
the barbecues were going to be 
held on May 2 and 3, May 10, June 
14, July 12 and August 9 with the 
money being split between CAL4U 
and the Chris Westwood charity, 


bonanza 

which is based in Stourbridge and 
also helps children with physical 
disabilities. 

Miss Witts said she had met Mr 
Loveridge at a charity ball and the 
money would go towards his living 
costs. 

She added that a number of fund¬ 
raising events had already been 
held to help the charity, adding: 
“All our charity events in the past 
have been a success.” 

Mr Loveridge’s life changed on 
February 15, 2010. While out with 
his friends during the half term 
break at Wolverley, he was doing 
his trademark trick - a back flip - 
when his feet slipped off the pedals 
and he landed head first onto the 
ground, damaging his spine. 


CASH THIEF 


CCTV image of the suspect 


Town faces 
new protest 
over mosque 

AROUND 2,000 protestors will be 
coming to Dudley town centre in the 
second mosque protest within three 
months. 

Britain First has revealed plans to 
hold a demonstration in the town on 
May 9 —just two days after the Gen¬ 
eral Election — over plans for a new 
mosque on Hall Street. 

Protestors carrying flags and ban¬ 
ners will be joined by a marching 
band. 

It will come just three months 
after the town was brought to a 
standstill following a demonstration 
by the English Defence League and 
counter protest, which led to many 
shops closing for the day. 

Britain First’s deputy leader Jay da 
Fransen said: “The issue that we are 
going to Dudley about is this mega 
mosque and is obviously an issue 
that affects everyone, not just the 
citizens of Dudley.” 

Officials from Dudley Central 
Mosque and Dudley Muslim Associ¬ 
ation plan to speak to police about 
the march. 

Public meetings will be held with 
concerned traders and the commu¬ 
nity today (Thursday) from 6pm at 
Dudley Council House and on May 6. 


Club aiming 
for 5.30am 
booze licence 


Report by Dominic Bareham 

THE manager of Stourbridge’s Ryemarket shopping cen¬ 
tre has slammed a ‘despicable’ thief who stole cash from 
a woman who had collapsed as a result of a seizure. 

Kelley Dyas provided assurances that opportunist thefts were not an 
‘every day occurrence’ at the centre, after police launched a plea to find 
the callous crook who removed £60 from the handbag of a 48-year-old 
woman as she was receiving first aid. 

She said: “This was a despicable act and we are saddened that something like this 
occurred in The Ryemarket. One member of our security team was first on the scene to 
help and give first aid. We have a close working relationship with the Stourbridge Neigh¬ 
bourhood Policing team and are always in contact with them. 

“This is not an every day occurrence and 
we would like to reassure shoppers that 
we have a member of our security team on 
duty every day. We would ask our shoppers 
to get in touch with the police immediately 
if they have any information regarding the 
incident on April 7.” 

While passers-by rushed to comfort the 
woman, police believe one woman took the 
opportunity to reach into her handbag. Of¬ 
ficers have issued an image of the suspect. 

They said that CCTV footage from the 
afternoon of April 7 shows a woman calmly 
moving the victim’s shopping trolley before 
leaving. She is described as white, in her 
30s or 40s, around 5ft 5ins tall and with 
long dark hair tied back in a ponytail. 

Detective Inspector Nigel Smith, said: 
“It’s a truly despicable crime. 

Distress 

“The lady is clearly in great distress on 
the floor and, while most people’s concern 
is for her wellbeing, one person sees it as 
an opportunity to steal from her. The la¬ 
dy’s seizure lasted for around 20 minutes 
but thankfully she made a full recovery. 
However, when looking into her handbag 
she realised her money had been taken. 

“We have secured a CCTV image of a 
woman we need to speak to about the theft. 
She is one of around 12 people who were 
stood near the lady but is seen to quickly 
leave having put her hand on the shopping 
trolley. We would urge anyone who believes 
they recognise the person to contact us.” 

Councillor Nicolas Barlow, who repre¬ 
sents Stourbridge, said the perpetrator 
needs to be found ‘as quickly as possible’, 
adding: “This is a case of someone stooping 
to the lowest level possible in order to get 
some money. It is disgusting.” 

Anyone with information can call police 
on 101. 


A NIGHTCLUB in Stourbridge 
wants to extend its opening hours, 
serving drinks to customers until 
5.30am on certain nights. 

The Stourbridge Academy, in Hag- 
ley Road, is facing opposition from 
West Midlands Police, ward council¬ 
lors and some residents. 

Currently the nightclub is allowed 
to sell alcohol from 10am to 3am 
Monday to Sunday on the ground 
floor and until 4am on the first floor. 

But under the proposals by Stour¬ 
bridge Academy Arena Entertain¬ 
ment Limited this would be extended 
on Fridays and Saturdays to 5.30am. 

It would also allow the venue to 
stay open until 6am, under plans 
tabled to Dudley Council’s licensing 
committee. 

A report to the committee by 
council officer Liz Rouse said ob¬ 
jections had been received from the 
West Midlands Police, supported by 
ward councillors, plus four objec¬ 
tions were received from residents 
about the application. 

Councillor Nic Barlow said it 
would be a ‘ridiculous time’ for the 
club to be staying open until. 

The application will be heard at 
the licensing committee on Tuesday. 


SCHOOL 

Support for £1.6m 
learning centre site 

A £1.6 million education centre for young 
people with learning difficulties has been 
backed by council planners. 

The new centre will be built on the site 
of the old Pensnett High School in Dudley. 

The scheme has been recommended 
for approval and, if given the go-ahead by 
councillors at a meeting on Monday, work 
will get under way this year. 

A £1m grant has been secured for the 
project, which includes demolishing build¬ 
ings on the site, including the main school 
building fronting Tiled House Lane. 


FESTIVITIES 

St George’s Day 
events announced 

THE programme for the borough’s St 
George’s Day celebrations has been 
announced. This year the focus will 
be on Halesowen where the entertain¬ 
ment will start at 10.30am on Saturday 
with Sedgley Morris Men and the Hale¬ 
sowen Scout Band. 

Maggie O’Hara will then lead a patri¬ 
otic sing-a-long in Somers Square and 
the Great Halesowen Bake Off contest 
will take place in the morning. There 
will be children’s fairground rides and 
craft activities. 


EMERGENCY 

Girl hurt in fall from 
pub climbing frame 

A CHILD was knocked unconscious when 
she fell six feet from a climbing frame at a 
pub in Wordsley. 

The girl, thought to be four years old, 
was hurt while playing at the Glassworks 
Pub on the A491 Camp Hill at 6.15pm on 
Monday. 

She regained consciousness at the 
scene but was taken to Birmingham Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital as a precaution. 

An air ambulance was sent to the scene 
but the girl was eventually taken to hospital 
by land ambulance. Ambulance spokes¬ 
man Murray McGregor said: “She slipped 
and fell in a very unfortunate accident.” 
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100 stray horses seized in round up 


A TOTAL of 100 stray horses have 
been rounded up from streets across 
the Black Country over the past 12 
months. 

In Sandwell borough 49 were seized 
from streets and fields, while in Dud¬ 
ley, 51 were taken away. It comes as 
a fresh crackdown is launched in 
Sandwell which could see owners 
fined up to £2,500 if their horses are 
found illegally grazing on open park¬ 
land and spaces in the borough. 

Anti-social behaviour laws have 
been introduced by Government 
aiming to tackle problems in com¬ 


munities. Councillors in the borough 
hope the legislation will help tackle 
the long standing issue of strays near 
homes and busy roads. They are keen 
to tackle the issue because of fears 
for the safety of residents and pass¬ 
ing motorists. 

Over the past 12 months, 46 were 
removed from roads in the Sandwell 
borough. Last month bailiffs were 
called to remove three horses grazing 
on land at Weddell Wynd in Princes 
End. There were also reports of an¬ 
imals being tethered at nearby Co- 
neygre Park. 


Councillor Joanne Hadley, who 
represents Great Bridge, is among 
those to welcome the use of new pow¬ 
ers. She said: “It is totally irresponsi¬ 
ble to have these horses on the land 
and I fear there could be a serious ac¬ 
cident if they get into the road.” 

Across the border in Dudley, 51 
were collected after police bailiffs re¬ 
sponded to calls about the animals. 

Areas plagued by stray horses have 
included Fens Pool nature reserve, 
Pensnett, and land around the Rus- 
sells Hall estate, Dudley. 

There have been many complaints 


about the animals on football pitches 
as well as planted and wooded areas 
being destroyed. 

Council chiefs spent almost 
£100,000 tackling horses grazing il¬ 
legally on Dudley parks and nature 
reserves last year. Dudley Council 
spokesman Phil Parker said: “We 
collected a total of 51 horses between 
April 2014 to present - 40 from the 
highway and 11 from public open 
spaces.” 

There are currently 127 people on 
the waiting list for grazing land in 
Dudley. Seized horses are rehomed. 


Council tax 
-authorities 
criticised 
over bailiffs 

BAILIFFS were used more than 20,000 
times to chase unpaid council tax in 
parts of the West Midlands in a single 
year. 

Six councils have revealed they re¬ 
ferred households to bailiffs 20,345 as 
they were in arrears. It has sparked 
criticism from campaigners who say all 
alternatives should be explored first. 

Councils have defended the use of 
bailiffs, claiming they never put ‘undue 
pressure’ on residents and ensure sup¬ 
port is offered. 

Walsall council chiefs called in bailiffs 
11,505 times, compared to 5,087 times in 
Wolverhampton. Cannock Chase Coun¬ 
cil sent out bailiffs 954 times, while they 
were used 911 in Stafford and 1,026 in 
South Staffordshire. It happened 862 
times in Wyre Forest. 

The figures were released after a Free¬ 
dom of Information request. 

But Sandwell Council revealed last 
year that by the end of June 10,905 ten¬ 
ants were in arrears, owing a total of 
£3.05 million. 

In February in Dudley the total owed 
by tenants in Dudley borough stood at 
£1.5m, with 60 being evicted from April 
to December last year. 

Critics argue councils could still col¬ 
lect the same amount of council tax 
without having to use bailiffs. Charity 
bosses also estimate more than 23,000 
families have fallen into council tax ar¬ 
rears in the last year in the Black Coun¬ 
try and Staffordshire. They claim the 
figures show families across the region 
are struggling to make ends meet. 

Legion counts cost 
after break-ln bid 

A ROYAL British Legion branch has 
been forced to shell out £600 to repair 
damage caused by burglars. 

Stourbridge Royal British Legion was 
hit during a series of early morning bur¬ 
glaries last week. 

Crooks did not mange to get into the 
premises in Enville Street but caused 
significant damage to a side door. 

Club secretary Phil Hackett said: 
“Fortunately there is a metal gate be¬ 
hind it that stopped them from getting 
in. But there was damage to the door 
and the plastering.” 

Blunts shoe shop and Desinz hair 
salon in Market Street and the Butter¬ 
fingers cafe were also raided. Two men, 
aged 19 and 21, have been arrested. 
They have been released on bail pending 
further inquiries. 

Firefighters put 
out chimney blaze 

FIREFIGHTERS were called out to 
tackle a chimney blaze at a house in 
Stourbridge. Crews from Brierley Hill 
and Haden Cross extinguished the fire 
in Junction Street just before 10am on 
Friday. They were at the scene for two 
hours. No-one was hurt. 


Man cheated pensioner 
to fund drug addiction 

A MEAN trickster who stole from 
an elderly woman he had known 
since childhood to fund his her¬ 
oin habit has been locked up for 
ten months. 

Mark Ashman struck after dis¬ 
tracting the 73-year-old during an 
unannounced visit to her Lower Gor- 
nal home, in the street where he had 
grown up and both his mother and 
grandmother still have homes. 

The 36-year-old conman warned the vic¬ 
tim to lock doors and windows because a 
man had been seen acting suspiciously in 
the area, Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told. 

When left alone in the living room while 
she checked the kitchen, he stole £60 cash 
from her purse. 

Miss Cathlyn Orchard, prosecuting, said 
Ashman had left by the time the woman, 
who had just collected her weekly pension, 
realised what had happened. 

He was arrested soon after the November 
10 theft, the court heard, and the pensioner 
told police of her distress at being swindled 
by somebody she knew and trusted. 

Ashman’s life had spiralled out of control 
after he turned to hard drugs following the 
death of his father last year, said Mr Ste¬ 
phen Hamblett, defending. 

“He is ashamed at how this turned him 
into somebody he is not. Sadly this offence 
was a ruse to purchase drugs,” said Mr 
Hamblett 

Ashman, of High Street, Brierley Hill, 
who had no previous convictions, pleaded 
guilty to theft and was jailed by Judge Mi¬ 
chael Challinor, 

Mr Challinor said: “You knew that she 
lived alone and was a pensioner who was 
likely to have money. You abused your re¬ 
lationship with her, got into her house and 
distracted her. This kind of behaviour can 
ruin peoples’ lives. 

“She is elderly and fearful. People like 
that become prisoners in their own home 
because they are reluctant to allow genu¬ 
ine callers inside in case they fall victim to 
crime again. 

“The message must go out that people 
like you who are addicted to hard drugs and 
looking for money for their next fix must 
avoid targeting elderly people or they will 
go to jail.” 


Bottle & Glass gets its own bitter brew 



Stephen Hobbins outside the Bottle & Glass Inn at the Black Country Living Museum, with the brew named after it 


FOR years visitors have been able 
to sit back and enjoy a pint in clas¬ 
sic Black Country pub The Bottle 
& Glass Inn. 

But now drinkers can also sip an 
ale named in honour of the Black 
Country Living Museum’s popular 
watering hole — and proceeds will 
go towards the upkeep of the muse¬ 
um’s 26-acre site on Tipton Road. 

The ale is brewed by Lye-based 
brewery Sadler’s and follows last 
year’s Peaky Blinder, a 4.6 per 
cent beer inspired by the TV drama 


series filmed at the museum. The 
new brew named after the pub is 
described as a ‘truly English golden 
best bitter’. All the hops used are 
grown in Worcestershire. 

The Bottle & Glass Inn, origi¬ 
nally situated near Stourbridge, 
was built in the 1770s but it re¬ 
ceived its current name in 1840. 
It has become an iconic symbol of 
the museum where visitors can buy 
various local beers plus such tradi¬ 
tional pub snacks as pork scratch- 
ings and cheese cobs. During the 


early 20th century, before its move 
to the museum, the inn was fre¬ 
quented by miners, glass cutters 
and boatmen. 

Nicola Rowe, museum retail and 
admissions manager, said: “We’re 
very excited to be able to introduce 
this wonderful, truly local ale. Visi¬ 
tors will be able to enjoy it either on 
site in the pub that inspired it, or 
at home when purchased from our 
gift shop.” 

Bottle & Glass Ale is available 
from the gift shop for £3.95. 
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New boss 
at zoo but 
questions 
unanswered 

A NEW boss has been appointed at 
Dudley Zoo following the retirement 
of Peter Suddock — as the council’s 
opposition leader calls for details sur¬ 
rounding his sudden departure to be 
made public. 

Derek Grove has been appointed as 
zoo director. He has worked at the zoo 
for 30 years and has progressed to the 
top from beginning as a junior keeper. 
The 52-year-old most recently served 
as a senior curator. 

It comes after Mr Suddock stepped 
down from his role as chief executive 
by ‘mutual agreement’ last week after 
22 years at the helm. This followed his 
suspension while an investigation was 
carried out into his conduct. The zoo 
says the inquiry has closed and that 
no further action will be taken. 

Mr Suddock’s wife Jill Hitchman 
also recently left her post as head of 
media at the attraction. 

Councillor Patrick Harley, who 
leads the opposition Conservative 
group in Dudley, said that as the zoo 
was partly funded by the public purse, 
people had a right to know why Mr 
Suddock had been suspended. He 
said: “I think the public have a right 
to know and should know.” 

Councillor Harley added: “Peter 
has served the zoo very well over 
the years. It is an extremely sad end 
to a distinguished career. He really 
dragged the zoo up into a 21st cen¬ 
tury attraction, it was decaying and 
numbers were in decline. Now the 
numbers are where we want to be for 
a Dudley tourist attraction.” 

■ Record numbers — see page 12 

Women hurt as 
car hits signal 

TWO pedestrians were injured in 
a road accident in Kingswinford in 
which a traffic light was brought 
crashing down. 

One woman was hit by a red Kia, 
while another was struck by the traf¬ 
fic signal which the car had crashed 
into. 

The crash happened in Kingswin¬ 
ford High Street shortly after 1pm 
on Friday when a woman aged in her 
70s was hit by the car and suffered leg 
injuries. 

The force of the impact brought a 
traffic light column down, striking 
a woman in her 60s and leaving her 
with facial injuries. Both women were 
taken to Russells Hall Hospital. 

A fire crew and paramedics at¬ 
tended the scene. 

Beer festival's 
boost for charities 

HUNDREDS enjoyed the annual 
Stourbridge Beer Festival, which 
raised money for children’s mental 
health charity, Young Minds, and the 
Royal Centre for Defence Medicine 
unit at Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 


College facing job cuts despite revamp 


UP to 250 jobs could be axed by a college which has 
campuses in the Black Country and Kidderminster 
under cost-cutting plans. 

Birmingham Metropolitan College says it is being 
forced to slash the number of posts due to a reduc¬ 
tion in funding. The news comes just weeks after 
the college officially unveiled a £5 million makeover 
of its Hagley Road site in Stourbridge with a new 
building offering centres of excellence for engineer¬ 
ing, health and social care and early years. 

The college, which runs sites in Stourbridge, 
Brierley Hill, Great Barr and Kidderminster, needs 
to reduce the workforce by between 200 and 250s. 
Bosses say they hope this can be done through vol¬ 
untary redundancy. 


It’s not yet known exactly how many posts will 
go at Stourbridge’s Hagley Road site, Brierley Hill’s 
Art and Design Centre and Advanced Technology 
Centre, Kidderminster Academy or the James Watt 
campus in Great Barr. 

Challenging 

Andrew Cleaves, principal and chief executive, 
said: “These are challenging times for the educa¬ 
tion sector and Birmingham Metropolitan College 
has not been unaffected. Government funding has 
reduced by a third in recent years and greater com¬ 
petition in the sector, combined with demographic 
factors, has put pressure on student numbers. 
These conditions have highlighted the need to focus 


on efficiency, by reducing costs where we can and 
improving the way we do things. 

“Like other further education colleges, we need 
to reduce our operating costs and ensure the college 
is on a firm financial footing from which to grow in 
the future. 

“We have informed staff that we need to reduce 
costs significantly, and regrettably, around 200 to 
250 positions across our colleges could be made re¬ 
dundant by the end of the academic year. We are 
hopeful that any redundancies will be achieved vol¬ 
untarily. 

“Current students will not be affected and we are 
also aiming to protect our course offering in the fu¬ 
ture.” 


Fundraising match held 
as a tribute to Tommy 


Tommy’s grandsons Daniel and William with daughter Caroline and wife Val at the charity match 


A CHARITY football match was held to 
pay tribute to legendary Black Country 
comedian Tommy Mundon. 

The comic, who lived in Alexandra Road, Hale¬ 
sowen, died last summer aged 80 after a long battle 
with Parkinson’s disease. 

Mr Mundon, who was a regular on the Midlands 
comedy circuit for 50 years, was much-loved for his 
Black Country comedy style. 

On Sunday players took part in a keenly fought 
charity contest in his name, raising money for Par¬ 
kinson’s UK and the Dudley and District branch of 
Parkinson’s, 

It saw a Stourbridge FC All Stars side square off 
against their Halesowen FC Old Boys counterparts. 

The game, held at the home ground of Stour¬ 
bridge Football Club ended in a 2-2 draw and 
was attended by the comedian’s family, including 
grandchildren Daniel, aged 10, Lucy, eight 8, and 
William, two 2. 

Tommy’s wife of 42 years, Val, and daughter 
Caroline Hickman, 38, attended. 

Caroline said: “We had such a lovely day and 
this was something dad would have loved. He was 
a huge football fan, he loved West Brom but would 
always keep an eye out for all of the local teams. 

Wonderful 

“I spent my day helping out on the tombola and 
lots of people were telling me their memories of 
dad, how funny he was and how much he was loved. 
All of the family really enjoyed themselves, it was 
an absolutely wonderful day.” 

“It looks as though we raised a good amount for 
charity too, which is one of the primary reasons we 
want to help events like this. 

“In general, people aren’t completely sure what 
Parkinson’s entails and people came up to me today 
saying what happened to my dad made them un¬ 
derstand just how far it can change a person’s life. 
I am glad that something so enjoyable can come out 
of something so horrible,” Caroline added. 

It marked the return of some familiar faces for 
both clubs, with former Glassboys favourite Adam 
Bastable managing the Stourbridge side, while for¬ 
mer Halesowen boss John Morris took charge of 
the opposition. 

Stourbridge chairman Andy Pountney organised 
the event in memory of both Tommy and his own 
father Dinky Poutney, who also had Parkinson’s. 

The club have held an annual charity match for 
the last five years. They received a £2,000 donation 
from the Football Association and a further £2,000 
from local businesses before the whistle had even 
blown. 


Members of Tommy’s family lead the players out 


Tommy Mundon in action before his illness 




NEWS IN BRIEF 

Town in bloom 
plants are stolen 

AROUND £300 worth of plants have 
been stolen from a community gar¬ 
den to the dismay of volunteers who 
set up the gold-winning Halesowen 
In Bloom entry. About 60 plants have 
been stolen from the Fingerpost Gar¬ 
dens in Rumbow. 

The plants were part of a scheme by 
Dudley Council to improve the town 
for this year’s bid in the Britain in 
Bloom competition. Dudley Council’s 
acting strategic director John Millar 
said: “This will be reported to the 
police and work will be carried out in 
due course to replace the plants.” 

Brothers in art 
feature at display 

AN EXHIBITION featuring work by 
famous former Dudley Art School stu¬ 
dents has opened at the town’s muse¬ 
um and art gallery. 

The exhibition, Dudley Art School 
Revisited, focuses on the work of two 
former students, twin brothers Robin 
and Geoff Jennings, who went on to 
work as professional artists and tu¬ 
tors. The brothers were students 
during the Second World War. The 
display features work loaned by Janet 
Armstrong, niece-in-law of Geoff Arm¬ 
strong, and Barbara Jennings, Rob¬ 
ert’s widow. It runs until May 16. 

Lens firm enters 
administration 

ADMINISTRATORS have been called 
in to a lens manufacturer in Lye 
which has faced tough trading condi¬ 
tions. Oakhill Optical Laboratory Ltd 
employs 20 people in Pedmore Road. 

Administrators from FRP Advisory 
have been brought in to try to secure a 
buyer for the firm which has struggled 
during the past 12 months. 

They said the firm would continue 
to operate as normal while a buyer is 
sought and that no jobs would be axed 
while the company continues to trade. 

Partridges in a rare 
three join collection 

THREE roul roul partridges have 
added a splash of colour to Dudley 
Zoo’s bird collection. 

Senior bird keeper, Ben Vanes, 
collected the trio, one male and two 
females, from Bristol Zoo. They have 
joined four males and one female to 
form a new breeding group. 

Mr Vanes said: “They are settling 
in well.” 

They are found in the lowland rain¬ 
forests of Myanmar, Thailand, Mala- 
yasia, Sumatra and Borneo. 

Decontamination unit 

A DECONTAMINATION unit was set 
up at Russells Hall Hospital during 
maintenance work at a boiler room in 
one of the staff office buildings, Esk 
House. Paula Clark, chief executive 
of the Dudley Group NHS Hospital 
Trust, said: “The work posed no dan¬ 
ger to patients, staff or visitors.” 


SECUREPR0 

SECURITY & TRAINING 

SECURE-PRO.CO.UK 

Security Training Courses 

W/C 4th May Door Supervisor 
W/C 15th June CCTV 
W/C 6th July Door Supervisor 
W/C 3rd August CCTV 

Discounts available for local businesses, 
funded bodies and group bookings 

If you require any additional information on any of 
the courses we offer, or for an informal chat please 
call us on 01384 378300 or email 
info@secure-pro.co.uk and we’ll be happy to help. 

1 Stanford House I 23 Market Street I Stourbridge I DY8 1AB 



DRIVING RANGE 


& GOLF ACADEMY 

Wassell Grove Lane, 
Hagley, DY9 9JW 




WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 

Plus free fitting on selected ranges. 



DISABLED? OAP? CAN’T GET OUT? 

or anyone who just needs extra help! 

Can’t come to us, we’ll come to YOU 

We will bring lOOs of carpet samples 
and bed brochures to your door 


Wiltons 

from only 

£8.99, q 



PL Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., • STOURBRIDGE • quarry bank 

fl ia# I'll 6«rnal DY1 3TD J H1LL J J£ LlESCOTE 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 • wordsley • kinver - 

FREEPHONE Adrian Bromley 

0800 0853747 01902 880541 



Terms & conditions apply 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER % R 
RHODES „ 

A READER asks: “Why, if mineral wa¬ 
ter has been percolating through volcanic 
rocks for millions of years to achieve its 
level of purity, does my bottle have a sell- 
by date of November 15? 

SOME forecasters are predicting a long, 
hot summer. In all probability we will enter 
it with an unpopular government and inde¬ 
pendence fever on the rise in Scotland. Are 
the water cannon ready? 

TED Loveday hit the headlines for “lead¬ 
ing his team to victory” in this week’s final 
of University Challenge. True, he got a lot 
of questions right. But the Gonville and 
Caius team was captained not by Loveday 
but by the medical student Anthony Mart- 
inelli who gave a master class in captaincy. 
Throughout the series he held his team to¬ 
gether, sifted their opinions, decided who 
should answer, kept his nerve and applied 
some spectacular logic-crunching to some 
fiendishly hard questions. By all means ap¬ 
plaud the star, but never underestimate the 
value of leadership. 

OUR changing language. The Tory plan 
to allow housing-association tenants to 
buy their homes is hailed as a “revolution.” 
Or, as we used to say, a bribe. 

MIND you, it worked for Mrs Thatcher. 
She won power thanks to the support of 
Labour voters switching to Tory on the 
promise of buying their council houses 
at massive discounts. Thousands of fam¬ 
ilies snapped up their homes for less than 
£20,000 and are now sitting on property 
worth £200,000-plus. The snag? If you 
need long-term 
care at the end 
of your life, your 
assets will be 
confiscated by 
the proprietors 
of Mr Nasty’s 
Home for the 
Terminally Be¬ 
wildered while 
those tenants 
who resisted the urge to buy and 
have limited assets will be paid for by the 
State. 

ONE stern promise we can cheerfully 
disregard is this week’s suggestion that 
foreigners will be asked to produce iden¬ 
tification before getting NHS treatment. I 
doubt if there is an NHS doctor or nurse 
alive who would refuse to help someone 
in distress simply because they couldn’t 
produce a passport. 

A POLL reveals Britain is one of the least 
religious countries in the world. So does 
that make us a nation of wicked, immoral 
and selfish folk? Apparently not. A survey 
a couple of years ago by the World Giving 
Index revealed that Britain is the most gen¬ 
erous developed nation when it comes to 
giving to charity and helping strangers in 
distress. So we are godless and yet good. 
In fact, if you want to find an unhappy, un¬ 
caring, lawless, ignorant and impoverished 
country, try looking at the list of the ones 
where the holy men are in charge. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



Perverted pensioner to get treatment 


A PENSIONER who downloaded 
thousands of images of children be¬ 
ing sexually abused has been spared 
jail so he can receive treatment. 

Police discovered the images on 
the computer equipment of 68-year- 
old David Evans when they raided 
his home in Vicarage Prospect, Dud¬ 
ley, on July 2. 

Officers made the disturbing find 
after checking the contents of three 


USB memory sticks, the same num¬ 
ber of laptops, a computer tower and 
an external hard drive that were 
taken from his house, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court heard. 

The swooped followed a tip-off, ex¬ 
plained Mr Neil Ahuja, prosecuting, 
who stressed there was no evidence 
of the defendant distributing the im¬ 
ages to others. 

Evans admitted six charges of mak¬ 


ing indecent images of children and 
pleaded guilty to a further offence of 
having extreme pornographic mate¬ 
rial. 

Judge Martin Walsh told him: 
“This is not a victimless crime. The 
images show real children being sub¬ 
jected to really gross abuse and it is 
people like you who feed the perni¬ 
cious trade of this foul material. 

“If I sent you into custody it would 


not be of sufficient length for you to 
take part in the sex offender preven¬ 
tion programme and the only way to 
enable the therapeutic services to 
work with you is through a commu¬ 
nity sentence.” 

Evans received a community order 
under supervision for three years on 
condition he attends the sex offender 
prevention programme. He must also 
pay £500 towards the costs. 


Move to relax rules 
over council debates 


By Andrew Turton 


COUNCILLORS will be giv¬ 
en free rein to speak out on 
controversial debates, un¬ 
der new proposals to hold 
open sessions free of polit¬ 
ical allegiances. 

Talks on issues such as the fu¬ 
ture of Dudley Hippodrome and 
the council’s role in the West 
Midlands Combined Authority 
could become free of the party 
whip under the plans. 

Proposals tabled by the UKIP 
group on Dudley Council would 
see three to four debates each year 
classed as ‘open’ sessions, where 
members would not be expected to 
comment or vote strictly along party 
lines. 

Currently there are restrictions 
on the length of time members can 
speak and on their opportunities to 
reply to questions in the chamber 
during full council meetings. 

Scrutiny 

But under the proposals, put for¬ 
ward by Councillor Dean Perks, who 
is standing for election as a parlia¬ 
mentary candidate in Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis, members would 
be free to reply on numerous occa¬ 
sions during the debates. 

Councillors moved the amended 
motion at the full council meeting 
last week. It will now be debated 
further within the council’s scrutiny 
committees before a final decision is 
made. 

Dudley’s UKIP group leader, 
Councillor Paul Brothwood, who is 
standing as a parliamentary candi¬ 
date for Dudley South, said: “As a 
group we wanted to open the council 
chamber to open debates that can be 
held three or four times a year. This 
will allow large topics to be fully de¬ 
bated and open to scrutiny. 

“The current system is restricted 
and we feel all 72 members should 
be able to have an input and not lim¬ 
ited on the amount of time they can 
speak. “In addition we believe the 
right to reply, which is currently 
missing, is fundamental in helping 
a debate move forward.” 



Heartfelt inspiration for marathon 


Mother-of-two Linda Harper, aged 39, of Brierley Hill, has been in training for the London Marathon this Sunday 


RUNNER Linda Harper is ready to take on her tough¬ 
est challenge yet as she laces up her trainers for this 
Sunday’s London Marathon. 

For the 39-year-old from Brierley Hill will be taking 
to the streets of the capital on April 26 in aid of charity 
Action Heart, which is helping to fight heart disease, 
after her father William Dunn and father-in-law Gra¬ 
ham Harper both suffered heart attacks. 

The mother-of-two said: “Action Heart has been really 
important because I have family members who have ac¬ 
tually used them. My father-in-law went to the Action 
Heart gym after his heart attack. The charity has helped 
to make sure the heart attacks do not happen again and 
both men are in good health now.” 


The 26-mile challenge will be the first time Mrs 
Harper has completed a full marathon, though she has 
run a 20-mile course in training. 

She has done three half marathons, including the 
Birmingham and Great North Runs and the Coventry 
Half Marathon. She raised £1,100 for Cancer Research 
UK from the Birmingham run and £890 for the British 
Heart Foundation from the Great North Run. 

The 39-year-old teacher at ACE Academy in Tipton 
will be joined for the gruelling course by her friend 
Sarah Hunter-Coley, aged 34, who she met while run¬ 
ning for Dudley Kingswinford Running Club, adding 
that she could not even ‘run up a set of stairs’ before 
she joined the club. 


Revamp for 
empty shop 
after years 
as eyesore 

AN empty shop in Wordsley will be ti¬ 
died up by its owner following a com¬ 
munity campaign. 

Dudley Council has spoken to the 
owners of the old shop in Lawnswood 
Road after complaints. 

Ward Councillor Paul Brothwood 
contacted the council after residents 
raised concerns about the shop. Work 
to revamp the shop is now under way. 

Councillor Brothwood said: “I have 
been working on this since November 
and it gives me great pleasure to see 
regeneration taking place. 

“I believe this shop has been der¬ 
elict for decades and had become an 
eyesore. 

“I think this is further evidence 
that with hard working local council¬ 
lors real improvements can be made. 
The owner has already installed new 
windows and a door. I look forward to 
seeing the finished project and hope to 
see a new business venture take home 
there in the near future.” 

Dudley Council director John Mil¬ 
lar added: “The council’s planning 
enforcement team have been liaising 
with the owners of the property and 
the works required to bring the prop¬ 
erty up to the required standard were 
identified. 

“The owner agreed to undertake 
these works, which meant serving a 
formal enforcement notice was not 
necessary. 

“The works included the removal of 
the boarding and fly posting and the 
replacement of the door and the win¬ 
dows and re-painting work.” 

Going back to the 
1960s in musical 

A VILLAGE’S theatre company is 
preparing to stage its own version of 
the West End musical and hit film 
Hairspray next month. 

Kinver Light Operatic Society will 
is showcasing their production of the 
musical set in 1960s America at Edge- 
cliff High School, in Kinver, between 
May 11 and 16. 

Performances start at 7.30pm each 
night at the school, in Enville Road, 
with an additional 2.30pm matinee on 
May 16. 

Tickets are priced at £11 for adults 
and £9 concessions with tickets £13 on 
Friday and Saturday. 

To book call Jean Mills on (01384) 
836963 or 07828650377 or email 
peter.twankey@blueyonder.co.uk 

Visit www.klos.co.uk for further 
details. 


Wine festival to be 
hosted by cricket club 

A BLACK Country cricket club is 
holding its first wine festival. 

The event is being held at Lye 
Cricket Club’s ground in Stourbridge 
Road on May 15 from 6pm. The club 
will also hosts the Black Country Beer 
Festival in August. 



© GREAT VALUE 
© GREAT PRICES 
© GREAT SERVICE 


S 


Kitchen Makeovers 

without the hassle of a traditional rip-out & re-fit! 



CALL NOW FOR YOUR 

FREE 28-page colour brochure or 
FREE no-obligation survey & quotation 

01384 395 799 
0800 633 5337 



Kitchen Makeovers , 

•ttsy \chHY www.cherry-kitchens.co.uk 
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Charity is 
offering a 
venue for 
meetings 

A CHARITABLE organisation in the 
Black Country is offering free confer¬ 
ence and meeting facilities to charity 
groups. 

Dudley Disabled Learning Activi¬ 
ties and Advice Centre (DDLAAC) has 
rooms at Cable Plaza, at The Water¬ 
front, Brierley Hill. 

It is holding an open day on Thurs¬ 
day, April 30, from 11am to 3pm for 
charities and other groups to see the 
facilities that are available. 

A regular Monday pensioners’ club 
will also starting this week that will 
enable people to go along and meet 
for a chat and also have a three-course 
dinner including a drink for £3.99. 

DDLAAC trustee chairman Steve 
Daniels said: “We have a wide range 
of rooms, from small offices for one- 
to-one training right up to spaces that 
can cater for up to 700 delegates, all 
with disabled access. 

Encourage 

“We are keen to encourage local 
groups to take advantage of our venue 
which has a beautiful setting over¬ 
looking the basin on the Waterfront.” 

DDLAAC was set up 18 months 
ago with National Lottery funding 
and is now supported byshopping 
giant intu Merry Hill, as well as being 
self-funded by renting out space to 
organisations such as the NHS and 
Ambulance Service. It has been at its 
present location since October. 

Those who want to attend the open 
day can e-mail Mr Daniels at steve- 
daniels23@yahoo.com or call 07879 
541080. 


Thousands ready 
to hit the trail 

PREPARATIONS are being made for 
walkers from across the country to 
join The Dudley Borough Trail. 

The event attracts more than 2,000 
people every year and will take place 
on May 3. Organisers say it is set to 
be bigger than before with walks of 
six, nine, 12, 18 and 26 miles on offer 
with routes uncovering the industrial 
heritage of the borough. 

All walks start at Dudley Leisure 
Centre at designated times between 
8am and noon. The event is part of 
the let’s get walking festival, from 
April 25 to May 3. Deborah Harkins, 
Dudley Council’s chief officer for 
health and wellbeing, said: “Research 
shows that walking is really good for 
us and gives us chance to appreciate 
our beautiful green spaces.” 

Learning about 
the online world 

FREE taster sessions are being of¬ 
fered at libraries across Dudley bor¬ 
ough this week to help introduce 
older people to computers and the in¬ 
ternet as part of a national campaign, 
Spring Online week. 


Faulty brakes led to crash tragedy 



Van driver Ajay Sagar 


A DELIVERY driver killed in a crash with a 
police car at a crossroads was driving a van 
with faulty brakes, an inquest heard. 

Ajay Sagar became trapped under his 
Mercedes Sprinter after he was thrown 
from the van on impact with the marked 
Ford S Max in Coseley. 

The 29-year-old, of Ryddon Square, Hill 
Top, West Bromwich, died at the scene. 

An investigation found defects on the 
van’s brakes, which experts said were a 
major contributory factor to the crash. It 
is also believed Mr Sagar was not wearing 
a seat belt. 

The officer driving the police car, Pc 


Dean Meese, told an inquest at Smethwick 
Council House that he was returning home 
at around 11am on October 21 on Central 
Drive, approaching the crossroads where 
Bridge Street meets Martin Street. He be¬ 
came aware of the white van driven by Mr 
Agar, coming from Bridge Street. 

Pc Meese said he did not stop immedi¬ 
ately as he had right of way. Seeing the van 
was not slowing, the officer braked hard but 
was unable to avoid the collision. 

Investigators said they did not believe 
Mr Sagar was speeding as a GPS tracker 
showed he was travelling at 22mph mo¬ 
ments before the crash and there was no 


evidence of speeding at any point. The in¬ 
vestigation found Pc Meese had been trav¬ 
elling within the speed limit. 

Pc Meese, who was not badly hurt, told 
the inquest: “I resigned myself to the fact I 
was probably going to die.” 

He described seeing the van ‘cartwheel¬ 
ing’ down the street after hitting his car. 

Mr Sagar was a driver for West Brom¬ 
wich firm Munchies, delivering sandwiches. 
His wife Sheweta Sagar described him as a 
‘really good man’ who loved his job. 

Senior Black Country coroner Zafar Sad- 
dique recorded a verdict of death by road 
traffic collision. 


Homes vision for old 
hospital is revealed 


IT WAS a Victorian hospital which 
served a Black Country town for more 
than 150 years. 

Long-awaited plans have been unveiled to 
redevelop the former Guest Hospital in Dud¬ 
ley, creating 157 new homes. 

Wates Living Space will keep some of the hospi¬ 
tal buildings for apartments but demolish the rest 
for a housing estate at the site off Tipton Road, 
under its proposal. 

The homes, opposite the Black Country Living 
Museum, would include a total of 39 Dudley Coun¬ 
cil-owned properties. The rest would be privately 
sold. 

Last week the first images of what the housing 
estate will look like were revealed at a public con¬ 
sultation held by the developer at the Dudley Ar¬ 
chives and Local History Centre. It comes ahead of 
a planning application to be submitted to Dudley 
Council. 

Bosses at Wates Living Space have warned there 
could be a further delay before work starts due to 
mine shafts that have to be located and filled. 

The scheme has already been hit by delays. Seven 
years ago the hospital was taken off the hands of 
the NHS by the Homes and Communities Agency 
for homes. Four years ago Wates Living Space was 
appointed developer but mine shafts and limestone 
works have forced changes to the project. 

The hospital closed more than a decade ago after 
most departments moved to Russells Hall Hospital. 
It had been built by the Earl of Dudley in 1849 for 
injured miners, before chainmaker Joseph Guest 
turned it into a hospital. 

Impressed 

Dudley Council housing chief Ron Simms said 
he was impressed by the plans. “I think it is a tre¬ 
mendous scheme that will be of enormous value to 
Dudley,” he said. “It will help us meet affordable 
housing needs in the borough. 

“It is very much in line with Government views 
on brownfield sites. By developing brownfield we 
are protecting green belt and that has got to be 
good for everybody.” 

A large mound has had to be incorporated into 
the plans to block noise from the development site 
to neighbouring homes. 

The company initially wanted to build more 
homes at the site but were unlikely to get the back¬ 
ing of planning chiefs without including a ‘noise 
bund’ - a barrier to block traffic noise. 

The developer says the proposal will retain and 
refurbish elements of the Victorian hospital, in¬ 
cluding the porter’s lodge. 



Blueprint — one of the artist’s impressions of new housing development at the Dudley Guest Hospital site 



Odette Dwyer and Colin Jennings look at the plans Several old buildings will be retained at Guest Hospital 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Big Switch to 
cut energy bills 

MORE than 500 people have saved an 
average of £300 each on energy bills 
in a scheme run by Dudley Council. 

Residents are being urged to sign up 
to Dudley Council’s Big Switch to save 
cash on home energy bills. Part of a 
national initiative, the scheme sees 
local authorities across the country 
target the best price by making a col¬ 
lective bid to energy companies. 

The last auction took place in Feb¬ 
ruary and more than 500 Dudley resi¬ 
dents registered. Other residents need 
to sign up by May 28 for the next bid. 
See www.dudley.gov.uk/bigswitch 

Housing protect at 
former care home 

A DEAL to transfer a site for new 
council homes in Dudley has been giv¬ 
en the go-ahead. 

Work to convert the former care 
home Areal Lodge in Sedgley will 
begin in June. The building will be 
the site of eight bungalows and six 
apartments. The care home closed 
seven years ago, when more than 40 
residents had to move out. 

Councillor Rachel Harris said: “The 
property has been for sale on the open 
market for some time and the council 
has now decided to use Areal Lodge as 
a new-build housing scheme.” 

Cannabis plants 
are found in raid 

HUNDREDS of cannabis plants, 
worth thousands of pounds, were 
discovered in a raid at an industrial 
estate in Halesowen. 

Around 600 of the plants were 
found at the building in Hereward 
Rise. Police say the haul is estimated 
to be worth around £300,000. 

Businesses in the building were af¬ 
fected when police cut the power. 

Nearby office workers were shocked 
to learn cannabis was being grown in 
their building. 

Health check ups at 
Rotary's roadshows 

FREE health checks will be on offer 
at a series of roadshows in the region 
organised by Rotary Clubs to raise 
awareness of stroke and coronary 
heart disease. 

The Sedgley and Wombourne club 
will hold its event on May 8 at Sains- 
burys in Wombourne from 10am to 
4pm. 

Then, on May 22, the Rotary Club of 
Dudley will be holding its event at the 
Tesco supermarket near Burnt Tree 
island from 10am to 4pm. 

Firm's computer gift 

A BUSINESS has donated more than 
£2,300 for a Black Country school to 
buy 12 Chromebooks for English stu¬ 
dents 

Manufacturer Dart Products Lim¬ 
ited, in Cradley Heath, presented the 
cash to Ormiston Forge Academy in 
the town. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave their 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don't replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21 118 



CLEAR 

WINDOWS 


REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 


www.cloudy2clear.com 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


It’s time we 
made more 
of our own 
rich history 

PHONICS. Why don’t we spell that the 
way we pronounce it? 

□□□□□ 

HAVING just returned from a few days 
in Normandy, one thing that struck me 
was the innovative ways they have of 
making the most out of their historic 
buildings and places. 

Probably the most spectacular attrac¬ 
tion was the four-storey, cylindrical pho¬ 
tographic panorama at Rouen, which re¬ 
ally makes you feel like you are standing 
in the middle of 4th-century Rome. 

Now imagine if we had such a thing 
in the Black Country, depicting what the 
area would have looked like 1,000 years 
ago. Thousands would flock to it from all 
over the Midlands. Of course, that would 
require some serious money, but there 
are other, simpler and cheaper options. 

In the grounds of a Norman Castle, 
there were several binocular-like devices 
pointing at the building, allowing people 
to see how it would have looked in the 
Middle Ages. The Black Country has a 
rich and fascinating history and some su¬ 
perb attractions. There is so much more 
we could do with a little imagination. 
□□□□□ 

BACK in 1997, in a rush of patriotic 
fervour, I bought a Rover 800 car. It was 
a gesture I very quickly lived to regret as 
the thing seemed to spend most of the 
next two years stuck on the ramp in the 
garage. 

Sticking valves, blown head gaskets 
and a big appetite for catalytic con¬ 
verters, patience finally snapped when 
it ground to a standstill in a big puff of 
smoke on my way to work. 

Churning out cars like that, it’s not hard 
to see why Rover production ground to 
an abrupt halt 10 years ago. That said, 
it is hard not to feel sad at the loss of a 
great British institution, particularly as 
we no longer have any genuinely Brit¬ 
ish-owned car manufacturers. 

Some people may remember a chap 
called Jon Moulton, a venture capitalist 
from Stoke, who tried to buy Rover five 
years before its collapse. His plans, to 
reduce the workforce by two thirds and 
turn the group into a smaller producer of 
niche cars sparked howls of protest. Not 
to mention the usual noisy demonstra¬ 
tions from the sort of people who would 
protest against fresh air if they had a ban¬ 
ner handy. 

The protesters won the day, Moulton 
threw in the towel, and along came the 
Phoenix Four with bold promises about 
keeping mass production at Longbridge 
by churning out vast volumes of the same 
old products that nobody liked. Look¬ 
ing back, Rover’s demise was inevitable 
once the Phoenix Four took over. But 10 
years on, Moulton still insists he could 
have saved Longbridge. I have no idea 
whether that is true, but he couldn’t have 
done much worse, could he? 



A shot by club membet Sue Taylor called Nuthatch Brian Dean’s photograph called Waiting for Service The Waterfront by Eric Buchan, taken at Brierley Hill 


A snapshot of keen 
photographers’ work 


A photography group has 
put its work in the frame 
at Himley Hall. RICHARD 
GUTTRIDGE takes a look 


FROM classic cars to wildlife 
and famous buildings - the 
work of amateur snappers is in 
the frame at Himley Hall. 

The talents of Stourbridge Photo¬ 
graphic Society will be on display for 
all to see for the next four months. 

Dozens of people attended the historic 
hall for the opening of the club’s larg- 
est-ever exhibition, which is being staged 
until September. 

A total of 172 images are available to 
view with all club members making a con¬ 
tribution towards the exhibition - from 
the more experienced to beginners. 

Club secretary John Bissell said: “It is 
a selection of everybody’s prints from the 
club, right from beginners, so it caters for 
everybody.” 

For Mr Bissell, aged 74, from Wollas- 
cote, Stourbridge, the launch of the exhi¬ 
bition is a proud moment. 

Amazing 

He has been part of the Stourbridge 
Photographic Society for more than 40 
years and has seen its membership stead¬ 
ily grow. There are now round 60 mem¬ 
bers. 

Mr Bissell said: “We had an exhibition 
previously at Himley but that was only 
for about a month. To have one for five 
months is absolutely amazing. 

“We might change the pictures half 
way through. The photos have been in 
competitions and exhibitions before. 

“There are portraits, landscapes, still 
life, you name it. We just want as many 
people as possible to come and see them.” 

Mr Bissell is also hopeful some of the 
observers coming into the hall might be 
tempted to pick up the camera them- 



Club secretary John Bissell and member Abigail Brittany Garvey take in the show 


selves. He said: “People who come along 
to exhibitions say ‘I could never do that’ 
but they can because I have. If people 
have an interest in photos it gives them 
another outlet.” 

Mr Bissell has a clear favourite among 
those on display. He said: “It’s a black 
and white picture of Tuscany which was 
done by Heather Woodhams, our former 
president. 

“It’s got the rolling fields of Tuscany 
and buildings in the background. In 
terms of landscape it’s absolutely per¬ 


fect.” The society is nearing its centenary 
having been formed in 1917. It was based 
in Lye for much of its existence, but mem¬ 
bers now meet at the Bonded Warehouse 
in Canal Street, Stourbridge. 

Mr Bissell said: “We pride ourselves 
on being a friendly club, catering for all, 
welcoming everyone with an interest in 
photography, whatever their skill or pho¬ 
tographic discipline. 

“It’s a club where everyone is welcome 
and are encouraged to enjoy their pho¬ 
tography, in whatever way they wish.” 



Black Country Basin, taken by David Allen 



Keith Leatham’s ‘Per Nubes’ (Through Clouds) 



“Tulips” by Martin Bruntnell is on display 


GASUJflY© 

_Est 1976_ 


» — 



For complete peace of mind and a friendly service, 
why not visit Gasway in Lower High Street, 
Stourbridge DY81TA. 01384 372246 

Open since 1976 Gasway has been your first choice for Gas Fires, Surrounds, Cookers and 
much more, all at competitive prices. 

Why not visit Dave, Jon and the team today for 
FREE expert advice and quotes. 

• Central Heating Systems 
Supplied and Fitted 

• Servicing Spare Parts 

• Fire Guards / 

Companion Sets 

• All at competitive Prices 


• Cookers Supplied 
and Fitted 

• Gas Fires and 
Fire Surrounds 

• Electric Fires and 
Fire suites 



WOODSTOCK 

TIMBER 

SUPPLIES LTD 


Large stocks of sawn timber I 
P.S.E. & Sheet Materials 
Decking & Accessories 


SPECIAL DEALS ON SHED 
MATERIALS - LOG LAP, ^ 

SHIP LAP, FEATHER EDGE &- 

NEW SLEEPERS. 


Contact Nigel or Dave 
Old Bush Street, Off Level 
Street, Brierley Hill, 

West Midlands 
Tel: 01384 572541 
Fax: 01384 481756 




















































Chance meeting with modest wolves 
legend Knowles really made our day 


I TOOK my grandson Tyler to Wolver¬ 
hampton. We travelled by bus, it had to 
be a double decker, sitting right at the 
front. Children go everywhere by car 
so a bus journey is a treat. 

Arriving I had to inquire the way to 
the Wolves shop. Out of all the people 
in Wolverhampton the person was for¬ 
mer Wolves star Peter Knowles. 

He asked us a few questions about 


Wolves but didn’t reveal his identity 
straight away. 

I can remember what a good player 
he was and how disappointed fans were 
when he retired at an early age, 24, to 
be a Jehovah’s Witness. 

He shook our hands, had Tyler’s ad¬ 
dress, saying he would put something 
in the post. 

A few days later he called at their 


house, gave Tyler a framed football 
programme of September 3, 1969 of 
the Wolves v Spurs replay, in the Foot¬ 
ball League Cup of Cyril Knowles and 
Peter shaking hands. My son didn’t 
realise who it was until he drove off. 

We would all like to thank Peter for 
kindness. 

P CHUTER 
Stourbridge 


Manor Way 
has to be 
made safer 

I SAW the article re the 
need for a crossing on Man¬ 
or Way (A456) by Halesow¬ 
en Athletic and Cycling 
club. I believe the article is 
very well merited. The exit 
to the club is always worry¬ 
ing as visibility is not good 
due to the bend in the road 
and speeds are high. 

There are a lot of young 
people leaving the club, 
either running or cycling, 
who are at risk. Some peo¬ 
ple take it upon themselves 
to cross over the barriers, 
which makes me shudder. 

The alternatives are not 
great, crossing or going 
round the roundabout 
(where vehicles enter at 
high speed) to the left of the 
entrance. Otherwise it is a 
fair distance to the lights by 
the Black Horse. Anything 
that can be done to make 
this section safer is wel¬ 
comed and I thank you and 
Hugh Porter for highlight¬ 
ing the issue so succinctly 
and hope it picks up some 
momentum for change. 

S DIGHTON 

Smethwick 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Town centre revamp 
is a complete mess 

FURTHER to the letter from L Sheldon, how I agree with 
his observation regarding the placing of the Duncan Ed¬ 
wards statue. Together with my husband and two friends 
we were returning home from the Red Cone Museum and 
decided to detour to look around Dudley town centre. It 
had been years since either of us had been to Dudley. We 
agreed we wish we hadn’t bothered. 

Duncan’s statue stands out like a sore thumb, in the 
middle of the new pedestrianised area. A masterpiece in 
itself, it deserves to be positioned in an appropriate spot 
where it can receive some respect. There sat people around 
the plinth, happily eating their takeaway food, blissfully 
unaware of the icon positioned above them. Then to top it 
all, there was an article a couple of days later that the mul¬ 
ti-million town centre scheme has received high acclaim. 

In our view it’s as completely out of character with the 
surrounding buildings and is a complete mess. The only 
redeeming fact is that the fountain is being returned to its 
original place, give or take a few yards. Even that will look 
odd - the stately fountain at one end in stark contrast to 
Duncan’s colourful statue at the other. 

P POOLE 
Willenhall 


Astonished 
by police 
decision 

AS a retired police officer, 
who after 30 years left in 
1998, I am astonished at 
some of the decisions the 
modern police force have 
adopted in dealing with the 
detection and prevention of 
crime. 

I refer to the news item 
relating to a thief in opera¬ 
tion caught on CCTV (note 
I use the word thief and not 
shoplifter), the answer from 
the police being that they 
would attend some days 
later. I cannot imagine sen¬ 
ior police officers in my day 
allowing that response. 

I always try to defend the 
police service but, in recent 
years their decision to issue 
a crime number, downgrade 
a crime, or come up with the 
classification of ‘not a police 
matter’ without attending 
the scene is beyond me. No 
wonder there is very little 
support for basic policing. 

I was part of the best po¬ 
lice force in the world but 
I am afraid that position is 
quickly disappearing. 

J EVANS 
Stourbridge 
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Over • 

40 Years 

i Experience 4 


Certass ^ 
Insurance ' 
10 year 
guaranteei 


Buy your new Conservatory with total 
confidence, over 40 years experience 

• Choice of 10 porcelain floor tiles 

• Electrical sockets and light fittings' 

• Latest designs and finishes 
Plus ... 


Low rate finance 

Eg. Cash price £6,500 inc. VAT 
(based on 3m x 3m conservatory) 

No deposit = 60 monthly payments of £124.00 
Full amount payable £7,440 

APR 7.4% (subject to status) 


lOyear 

guarantee 


PLUS 


a choice 


Yale security 

FREE home 
survey today 


Deluxe 

composite 

Door 


Call in today and see our hill range 


2E High Street, Wollaston, Stourbridge DY8 4NH. Open Mon-Sat 10.00am-5pm Sundays (by appointment) 

Tel: 01384 292484 or www.dudleydoors.com 


~ Ifpl 

we are 

1 Rock door 


installers 

FITTED FITTED 

FITTED FITTED 

faun fa 4 **- 


£550 £450 

£375 £740 
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The Ramrods, a band known as The Beatles of Bilston Keith’s father Issac Parton, left, with a workmate in Bilston Keith with his sisters Jan and Vicky on Topper the horse 


LIVING IN GODS COUNTRY 

THE BILSTON YEARS 


- Bosti 

"• Bilston 






?Bilston Market j 
^ \ puck Country DANNY 
CANNON 

i the potted 
it factory 


The front cover of Keith Parton’s book about growing 
up in Bilston 


Author hopes new book 
will be a lasting legacy 


‘IF I die tomorrow then at 
least I go knowing I’ve pub¬ 
lished my own book and left 
a legacy for the town’. 

So says Bilston resident Keith 
Parton who has penned a new 
book about his life growing up in 
the town after the Second World 
War. 

‘Living in God’s Country - The Bil¬ 
ston Years’ tells of the 69-year-old’s 
‘golden days’ growing up in the town 
and how he coped with the transition 
from youth to adulthood. 

The 100-page book, which has been 
published by Wolverhampton firm 
Hughes Print, features anecdotes, 
pictures and poems. Keith spent his 
childhood days living in the Stowlawn 
estate and among memories are tales 
of camping in Bilston Wood, using 
his first pedal car and watching with 
laughter as people fished golf balls 
over-hit from Bilston Golf Club out of 
the pool on Prouds Lane. 

From getting the cane at school to 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Nigel Slater 


learning how to play dominoes with 
his father Isaac, to his first trip to the 
pub and evenings spent following local 
band the Ramrods - who he calls ‘The 
Beatles of Bilston’. 

This is the first time Mr Parton has 
ventured into the world of publishing 
and he said the book was not about 
making money - it was about telling 
the community his story. 

“There’s a saying that there is a 
book for everyone and this is mine. 
It’s an honest book written from the 
heart,” he said. “This book means so 
much to me. I’ve always recalled hav¬ 
ing a good memory and I remember 
my childhood days like the back of my 
hand - they were the golden days. If 
I could turn the clock back and be a 
youngster again I would do it without 
a shadow of a doubt. 

“I’m no writer by any stretch of the 
imagination but its been a challenge 


I’ve fully enjoyed. Hopefully others 
reading it will like the book and even 
help inspire them to write or share 
memories.” 

Also included are emotional tributes 
to his parents Pauline and Isaac, who 
he says made him the man he is today. 

Keith said he suffers from insomia 
- so he made full use of the sleepless 
nights sitting on his desk writing up 
memories as though they happened 
yesterday. 

He said: “I struggle to sleep at night 
and live on my own, so it got to the 
stage where I thought, I’m going to 
start writing some of my favourite 
memories down on paper. The more I 
got into it the more I wanted it to be 
published.” 

Keith has so far printed 100 copies 
of the book to sell. “The response I 
have had so far has been lovely,” he 
added. “I’m so grateful to the team at 
Hughes Print for giving me the oppor¬ 
tunity to publish this book.” 

Copies are £12. Call Mr Parton on 
01902 620406 or Hughes Print on 
01902 457261. 



Keith Parton with his ‘Living In God’s Country’ book 



The author is on the right with his friend Chris Wordley 
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Charity garden Open Day 
Saturday 25 th JApriC 

10am • 4pm Entrance £5.00 

|Donated In W«:nilllmt Canur Suppaii 

* **** •Aftm mao?/vrtafftete 

Wo am stiatcti fjst off tfc MAH 1 m*» tcafi cf ‘M l Hear 

• BeautiM P ant* iritf Nursery 

• Garden Stop 

• Gift She* 4 

• Tea Rom (Open &4&wr - 4 43pm csaiM | — 

• Mail Order Sarv-ce » , 



WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

Mjfveftev Lowo' KnpvAi'fO'd DY0 CAE Td 01304 

SpongiTiummnr OfMtnng Hour* Mon %i Set ft - 5 .Iflpm A Sunday* 0wn - 5 TQpm 


ASH WOOD NURSERI ESI 


SPRING IS HEREIN 

Is your Property due a Sprieg Clean? 


BTF Cleaning Services has been established for over 15 years, 
carrying out external cleaning services for commercial and 
domestic customers across the Midlands 



All UPVC 
professionally 
cleaned including 
gutters / fascias 
/soffits/ 
conservatories/ 
orangeries and 
window frames 






Block paving and patios jet washed/ 
sanded /weed killed by the latest flat surface 
cleaning equipment 


Concrete imprint drives 
repaired / coloured and sealed 


Our team of professionals 
use the latest cleaning 
equipment and methods 





CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 
Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob: 07979£11302 
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SlLT'MAli 


Open Weekdays 9axtt to 5.30pm 
Saturday 9am to 4pm 
Sunday Closed 


3 gg=Pt 

rtll a l.L products 


Make the {RIG HT io^cfsiomthi 
SnWrtwi artdame^Rudale a nina. 


Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON MAY INSTALLATIONS 

Every window and conservatory is custom made 
>> to the most rigorous quality standards you 

will find in the industry 

No other company in the 
area has more experience and 


9 deposits ( 
stage payments, j 
only pay when t 
installation has 
been completed 


R YDAL E 




IJ know how than Rydale, and 
I that’s why we have been in 

P business for 

more than ~ „ 

^ on Supplied & 

■ 30 years. 

Fitted...across 
* the Midlands 

Jk 


Visit one of 
the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Qual it^KitcnenlMakeoversilItd 


mmlSEOmEiKm 


id you know that, 80 % of 


Replace Only What’s Needed 


our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 


for yourselves... 

40% OFF 


All types of 
Flooring supplied 
and Wet Wall 
Solutions for 
Bathrooms 


OVER 100 DOOR STYLES 
AVAILABLE IN ALL 
COLOURS. 


Doors and Drawers 
31st May 2015 


WORKTOPS AVAILABLE 


STANDA QUARTZ 
ENCORE AND WOOD. 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 

Offers cannot be combined 


Range of 
Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit 
_ all budgets 

AtQKM 

We are tletlicatetl to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' 


ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES BESPOKE 
MADE TO 
MEASURE SIZES 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
“...totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 


Homeowners,; 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just mowed in7 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom and allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream pktures and we will bring them to I 

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEES I 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWNM 


The largest working Luce kitchen 
in the Midlands at 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL Tel 01384 232413 
Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm, Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Head Office & Showroom 
Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen B63 3LZ 
0121 550 4821 

Open Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5.00pm 
Sat Closed 


Stourport Showroom 
33 High Street, 

Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 
01299 877718 

Open Mon - Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 
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WHERE TRADITIONAL ELEGANCE 
'MEETS MODERN TECHNOLOGY-1 
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KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND WARM THIS SPRING BEAUTIFULLY 
DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 33 years year-on-year trading installing 
quality windows, doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and 
that we can offer all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 


ilVombourne Windows 

Orangeries and Conservatories 

([ ^ For more information call us now on 0845 6030334 (Local rate) 

•pHI l FE ^ A l or visit our website at www.wombourne-windows.co.uk BfiSul 

J i' i I I ^ Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Showroom Opening Hours: Monday - Thursday 9am-6pm, Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday lOam-S.SOpm, Sunday 10am-2pm 


BRIDGNQ 

WOMBOURNE 

WINDOWS 

SHOWROOM 





















Yee-haa! Jim celebrates at a barn dance 



Black Country barn dance fan Jim Skidmore surrounded by his family to celebrate the cancer survivor’s 80th birthday 


IT WAS a birthday to remember for 
cancer survivor Jim Skidmore, as 
more than 100 family members and 
friends joined him for a barn dance. 

With so many guests, you might 
expect there to be a mountain of 
presents Jim to open but the Words¬ 
ley grandfather wasn’t interested in 
gifts on his 80th birthday. Instead, 
he asked everyone who attended his 
special party to make a cash donation 
to White House Cancer Support. Jim 
and his family have been helped by 
the Dudley-based organisation as he 
battled cancer over the past two years. 

He was diagnosed with prostrate 


cancer in 2013 and needed almost 
daily trips to Wolverhampton’s New 
Cross Hospital for treatment. 

As wife Mary no longer drove, it left 
her worried about how Jim would get 
to hospital but then she was told about 
White House Cancer Support. 

Mary, aged 77, of Wordsley Green, 
said: “It was such a weight off my 
shoulders, they were wonderful. They 
picked him up every day and dropped 
him at the door.” 

For Jim the difficult times were 
made easier by the friendships that 
he struck up on his journeys. He said: 
“They picked up others along the way 


and everyone was so cheerful and in 
good spirits, despite what they were 
going through. They were great.” 

Jim was given the all-clear shortly 
before his 80th birthday, and his fam¬ 
ily decided there could only be one 
way to celebrate. Knowing their fa¬ 
ther enjoyed a barn dance, his daugh¬ 
ters Emma and Elizabeth organised a 
dance at Wordsley Green Community 
Centre. 

Emma came from her home in Scot¬ 
land, while son Warren jetted in from 
his home in California. The donations 
helped raise £800 for White House. 
Jim said: “It was absolutely fabulous.” 



1 3 Mill Street, Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 2RG - 01384 484446 
264 Castle Street, Dudley, West Midlands DY11LQ - 01384 252903 
17 Capehill, Windmill Lane, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 4RX ■ 0121 5581621 
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CAREFULLY SELECTED ENERGY 


EFFICIENT PRODUCTS + 


EXPERIENCED INSTALLERS 


= BIG SAVINGS 


Thinking Of Going Green? 


Vote Choices Windows 


Plus: Take Advantage Of Our Best 
Window Ever A+21 Triple Glazed 



Energy } lus 

WINDOWS 6 
CHAMBERED 
FRAME A+21 



Solidor 


48MM SOLID 
TIMBER 
C0RE& 

12 YEAR 
GUARANTEE 



Ro 





RESIDENCE 9 FLUSH SASH TIMBER 
LOOK WINDOWS 9 CHAMBERS 


■ Orangeries ■ Conservatories ■ Windows/Doors 

■ Bi-Folding Doors ■ Triple Glazing ■ Rooftrim 

■ Sash Windows ■ Conservatory Refurbishment 

Showroom at: Sedgley Road West, Tipton DY4 8DQ 
Visit our website at www.choiceswindows.co.uk 
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Nine in ten pupils 
have got a place at 
first choice school 

AROUND nine in every 10 pupils have got their first 
choice of primary school across Dudley borough and 
Worcestershire. 

Latest figures have been released for how many pupils 
got their preferred school, starting in September. 

Dudley Council children’s services department, over¬ 
seen by Councillor Tim Crumpton, said 3,399 pupils — 
or 89 per cent — secured at a place at their preferred 
schools. 

Figures also reveal that more than five per cent, or 
214, got their second choice school while a further 70 
were allocated a place at their third choice school. 

Disappointment 

Dudley Council strategic director, Tony Oakman, said: 
“We are pleased that all children have been offered a 
place and that 97 per cent have been offered a school of 
their choice. 

“Unfortunately there will inevitably be some disap¬ 
pointment for a few families, particularly where parents 
have selected popular schools some distance from where 
they live.” 

Worcestershire County Council, which covers areas on 
the southern fringe of the Black Country such as Clent, 
Hagley and Wyre Forest, said 5,695 — or 90 per cent 
— of pupils had been offered a place at their first choice 
school. 

Over in Dudley’s neighbouring borough of Sandwell, 
88 per cent of pupils were offered their first choice of 
primary school, a figure matched by Wolverhampton. 



Zoo star sea lion Oba with keeper Nicky Dancey — he helped boost numbers to more than 20,000 


Record numbers at 
the zoo over Easter 


DUDLEY Zoo has received a boost 
through bumper visitor numbers 
over Easter — exceeding 20,000 vis¬ 
itors over a week. 

The figures have been released 
just days after it was announced 
that chief executive Peter Suddock 
had retired from his post, after being 
suspended. 

The attraction, in Castle Hill, 
marked a busy Easter holiday season 
with zoo staff saying it was the first 
time in recent history that numbers 
had broken through the 20,000 mark 
in a week. The zoo drew 20,191 visi¬ 
tors between April 6 and 12. 

Peaked 

Attendance peaked on Easter 
Monday with 4,934 people coming 
through the gates at the 40-acre site. 

Staff said a new £250,000 interac¬ 
tive exhibit in the 11th Century Cas¬ 
tle, the arrival of two new sea lions 
and glorious sunshine all helped 
boost the visitor figures. 

The zoo’s new director Derek 
Grove said: “It has been a terrifically 
busy period for us with the success¬ 
ful opening of the Castle Creatures 
exhibit, the arrival of our two sea 
lions from France and on top of that 
we were blessed with wonderful 
weather. 

“The feedback we’ve had on Cas¬ 


tle Creatures has been incredible 
and our new sea lions are proving 
hugely popular. 

“We have had a wonderful Easter 
and would like to say a big thank you 
from everyone at the zoo for the fan¬ 
tastic support we have seen,” added 
Mr Grove. 

The attraction has welcomed two 
sea lions from the south of France. 
Eighteen-year-old female Daisy — 
the first foreign animal to be trans¬ 
ferred to Dudley Zoo via the Channel 
Tunnel — was brought in to keep 
26-year-old Cleo company. 

Then a new 14-year-old male sea 
lion, Oba — who weighs in at more 
than 37 stone — joined the zoo and 
has become a star attraction. 

Castle Creatures, which opened at 
the end of March, tells the story of 
the Earl of Dudley’s family and in¬ 
cludes live animals. 

It showcases how people during 
the medieval period lived in close 
proximity with species such as rats 
and bats. 

Mr Suddock had been suspended 
on full pay as an investigation was 
carried out into his conduct but zoo 
officials last week said the inquiry 
had concluded and no further action 
was to be taken. 


Midland URVC Windows and Doors Ltd 




SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 



APRIL SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£1599.00 


fitted 


i Free Design service 
1 10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 
i High security locks 
i Energy saving windows & 
doors 

i All built and installed by 
our own fitters 
i OAP Discounts (t&c apply) 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

BMJMF0® mSS (HF1® Bid® BSfflU 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY GENUINE WRITTEN QUOTE 

COMPOSITE DOORS UPVC DOORS 


BEDFORD 


KENT 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


YELLING 


QUEENS INVERTED NEEDINGW0RTH 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

PVC 

DOOR 

from 

£385 

fitted 
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A FAMILY RUN 
BUSINESS 

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 

NO HIDDEN 
EXTRAS 

VERY 

COMPETITIVE 

PRICE 


oeftas^ 


CG 




All major cards accepted Visa/Mastercard. No fees charged. 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170/01384 429152 

UNIT 26 THORNLEIGH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DUDLEY DY2 8UB 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.midlandupvc.co.uk 


midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 


Woman was 
throttled 
by partner 
over rent 


A MAN who throttled his partner in a row 
over money has been spared an immediate 
jail sentence. 

Luke Grosvenor launched three separate assaults 
on Amy Read before the couple split up for good, 
Stafford Crown Court heard. After moving into 
a flat in Dudley, an argument over how they were 
were going to pay the rent led to Grosvenor grab¬ 


bing her by the throat. 

He said ‘you need to get 
a job’ while a terrified Miss 
Read was struggling so hard 
to breathe, she thought that 
she was going to die. 

After letting go for a mo¬ 
ment, he threw her onto 
the sofa and put both hands 
round her neck again before 
releasing her. 

He broke down in tears 
and said he did not want to 
hurt her. 

The couple moved to live 
with her parents in Kinver, 
but months later, on July 5 
last year, when she told him 
she wanted to end the rela¬ 
tionship, Grosvenor began 
slapping her, dragged her 
across a road and tried to 
throw her into nettles, said 
Miss Heather Chamberlin, 
prosecuting. 

Later the same month, 
in another row over money, 
Grosvenor pushed Miss 
Read on to the floor and 
emptied her bag, an incident 
witnessed by an off duty po¬ 
lice officer. 

Grosvenor, aged 21, of 
Jenks Avenue, Kinver, who 
admitted one charge of as¬ 
sault causing actual bodily 
harm, two of common as¬ 
sault and one of criminal 
damage to a ring, was given 


By Simon Stone 


an eight-month prison sen¬ 
tence suspended for 18 
months and ordered to do 
100 hours unpaid commu¬ 
nity work. 

But Judge Mark Eades 
also ordered him to pay his 
victim £1,000 compensa¬ 
tion and to pay £1,800 court 
costs. 

In addition, the judge im¬ 
posed a five-year restraining 
order banning any contact 
with his former girlfriend. 

The judge told Grosvenor: 
“There is nothing more cor¬ 
rosive to a personal relation¬ 
ship than violence. If you 
choose, as you did, to put 
your hands round her neck 
and strangle, it would be for 
her a terrifying experience. 
She would not know how far 
you were going to go.” 

Mr Niall Skinner, defend¬ 
ing, said Grosvenor had 
never been in trouble pre¬ 
viously. 

“The lack of money this 
young couple had may have 
been the trigger for argu¬ 
ments on both sides. He 
accepts the way he acted 
is totally unacceptable and 
ugly. Their relationship is 
completely over. They have 
both moved on.” 


Star role for Jessie 

A RISING star of the stage from Wall Heath will take on a 
lead role in the UK tour of Dirty Dancing when it comes to 
Birmingham Hippodrome later this month. 

Jessie Hart will star as Baby Houseman during the three- 
week run at the theatre. The 22-year-old actress recently 
graduated from the Mountview Theatre of Arts in London 
and appeared in ITV drama Arthur And George. 



































Too much emphasis put on 
exams, says business leader 


Driver hurt in 
ring road crash 

A VAN driver was injured in a crash in 
Stourbridge, which closed the town’s ring 
road for two hours. 

It happened on the ring road on Saturday 
just before 9pm. Firefighters from Stour¬ 
bridge and Brierley Hill attended the scene. 

Police were also called, closing off the 
road between Greenfield Avenue and En- 
ville Street. 

An ambulance crew arrived and treated 
the van driver for cuts and a wrist injury. 

The crash took place close to the town’s 
Tesco Extra store. 

The road was reopened shortly before 
11pm. 

Anyone with any information should con¬ 
tact police on 101. 


SCHOOLS are not being allowed to 
focus on the long-term prospects 
of pupils because of pressure to im¬ 
prove exams results, according to a 
business leader in the Black Country. 

Martin Dudley, from the Black Country 
Chamber of Commerce, made the com¬ 
ments, saying skills useful to business 
were being given ‘short shrift’. 


It came after the Labour Party announced 
proposals for a £50 million partnership between 
schools, colleges and universities, with a focus 
on both vocational and educational routes into 
work for students. 

Welcome 

Business leader Mr Dudley, chairman of the 
chamber’s skills group, said: “Although this is 
welcome news, because it proposes educators 
and business people work together to assure job 


prospects for young people, headteachers are 
not incentivised to focus on longer term, and, 
frankly, equally relevant, indicators. 

“I talk to many businesses day to day who are 
keen to work with schools,” he said. 

“These businesses recognise the need to nur¬ 
ture future talent but while academic achieve¬ 
ment remains the principal driver in education 
and vocational attainment is given short shrift, 
we are unlikely to succeed in shifting the current 
landscape.” 


Plea over mess 
outside school 

PEOPLE are being urged to ensure their 
dogs don’t foul the area outside a school 
following a plea from governors. 

Parents have complained to Wollescote 
Primary School after mess appeared on 
pavements outside. 

School governors said that they have 
also raised the issue with Dudley Council. 

A bin for dog mess is sited on a grassed 
area near the school but governors say the 
issue has persisted. 

School governor Abdul Qadus said: “It 
is a health hazard to the children and 
quite rightly parents are concerned about 
it.” 


Folk singing pub 
landlord has died 



Singer, landlord and teacher Geoff Bodenham died aged 71 


TRIBUTES have been paid to a talented folk singer, pub 
landlord and music teacher who was known throughout 
the Black Country and Shropshire. Geoff Bodenham has 
died aged 71. 

Mr Bodenham’s early music career saw him appear on 
The Black and White Minstrel Show and as a contestant 
on Opportunity Knocks with flautist Derek Craft, finishing 
runners-up to pianist Bobby Crush. 

Kingswinford-born Geoff taught English, maths and 
music in schools and prisons, eventually becoming head 
of music at Codsall Middle School. He died at the Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital on April 11 following a short illness. 

Despite three open heart operations, he continued 
singing and running folk clubs. He lived in Codsall, Cod¬ 
sall Wood and eventually settled in Bridgnorth, where he 
bought and ran the Bell and Talbot pub with his wife Joan. 
He also served as a town councillor in Bridgnorth until 
2013. He took part in a zip-wire challenge in the mountains 
of Snowdonia six months ago for his 70th birthday, with his 
daughter Helen. 

His funeral was held at St Mary’s Church, Bridgnorth, 
on Monday. He is survived by his mother Betty, wife Joan, 
daughters Liza and Helen, stepchildren Paul, Helen and 
Stephen, and eight grandchildren. 

Society home loans 
buck national trend 

BLACK Country househunters are bucking the national 
trend, borrowing more money to buy new homes, new fig¬ 
ures reveal. 

While the upcoming election has dampened the housing 
market elsewhere in the country, the Tipton & Coseley 
Building Society says mortgage applications in the last 
three months have beaten last year’s figures. 

Between January and March this year, the society’s 
mortgage team processed £17.75m worth of home loan ap¬ 
plications, compared to £14.09m during the first quarter of 
last year - a rise of 26 per cent. Last month alone, the Tip- 
ton handled applications worth a combined £7.58m, 32 per 
cent up on March 2014 when applications totalled £5.71m. 

Richard Newton, the Tipton’s chief executive, said: 
“Judging by these continued upbeat figures, the political 
agenda certainly hasn’t dampened local people’s enthusi¬ 
asm to buy property.” 



Why spend thousands on a new kitchen when a kitchen makeover using made to 
measure Doors looks just as effective at a fraction of the cost and without all the 

hassle! 

And now with our Spring Sale offer of Buy 1 Get 1 half price, the savings are even 
greater. There really has never been a better time to buy. Call in or ask for details 

of this fabulous genuine offer. 

The Spring Sale; For every Door you buy , we’ll give you 1 Half Price! 


EASY 2 FIND-FREE PARKING 

Next to new Sainsbury's ^ , 

in Lawnswood Rd. 


Celebrating 10 Years in Kitchen Refurbishment 2005 - 2015 


Money 

Just 

Replace your 
Kitchen doors! 


V.e ading Rep,ac ement Kitchen Doors 


0800 088 7044 

Visit our showroom - over 36 Styles on Display 




■ Doors "Drawers "Worktops etc. 

Showroom: Doors & More 8 Wordsley Green 
Shopping Centre Wordsley West Midlands DY8 5PD 
Open: Six days 10-5, sat till 4pm - Tel: 01384 660 065 



www.iudk.co.uk 
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Stunning Retirement 
Living apartments 


V 

McCarthy & Stone 

The UK’s leading retirement housebuilder 



COMING SOON 

5 Stone Lane, Stourbridge, 

West Midlands, DY7 6EJ 

1 and 2 bedroom Retirement Living 
apartments for sale in Summer 2015 


Situated a stones throw away from local amenities, our 
new development in Kinver makes for the perfect setting 
for your retirement. 

Contact us today to find out more about all the benefits of 
McCarthy & Stone and our exciting offers and events. 


13 □ Register your interest today A on 
E) □ 0800 201 4208 and we'll help you 
=| find your perfect apartment or visit 

Iff!! mccarthyandstone.co.uk/kinver 


A Charges may vary for mobile phone users. 


LP-MI-STH-RL-2814-ZZ 


ELV 

RECYCLING LTD 



• Vehicle Recovery, 

Depollution and Disposal 

• Top Prices Paid • DVLA 
Certificate of Destruction 

• Authorised Treatment Facility 


• NEW PARTS DEPARTMENT NOW OPEN! 
• Parts Line Call Direct 07875 470537 


All makes and models including tyres and batteries, 
cheap prices, delivery available, 

1 month’s warranty on all parts 

Opening times: Monday-Friday 8.30am-4.30pm 
and Saturday 8.30 am-1.00 pm 
Fast and Friendly Service 
ELV Recycling (Mids) Ltd Brierley Hill 

01384 77308 



Homeclad 



■ • FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 
_• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946-j 



CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE m\ 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD ■ 


Annual bill of £6lm 
for reserve health staff 


HOSPITALS and the ambulance 
service in the West Midlands 
spent £61 million on wages for 
reserve bank staff in a year. 

The majority of the money went on 
nurses and clerical staff at sites in the 
Black Country and Staffordshire. 

The highest costs were at Heart of Eng¬ 
land NHS Trust in Birmingham with £15m, 
followed by Dudley at £11.9m and the trust 
that runs Sandwell Hospital with £ll.lm. 

Critics have said it shows hospitals do 
not have enough permanent staff and are 
being forced to call on bank workers, whose 
wages are often higher. It comes as hospi¬ 
tals struggle to cope with rising numbers of 
admissions and falling budgets. 

Clerical 

West Midlands Ambulance shelled 
out £1.16 million in 2013/14, including 
£740,145 on ‘additional clinical services’ 
and £139,438 on admin and clerical staff. 

Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
which manages Russells Hall Hospital, 
paid bank workers £11.98m, some £8.37 of 
which went on nurses and care assistants. 

Heart of England NHS Trust in Birming¬ 
ham shelled out £15m, including £11.5m on 
nurses and care workers, while Worcester¬ 
shire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust spent 
£5.85m in total. 

Paula Clark, chief executive of the Dud¬ 
ley Group, said: “We have to make sure our 
patients are safe and cared for by appropri¬ 
ately skilled staff at all times and that we 
meet, or exceed, the nationally set regis¬ 
tered nurse to patient ratio of 1:8. 

“We use bank staff across the trust to 
cover unplanned sickness and short-term 
vacancies or when we need to open extra 
beds to cope with peaks in demand. We al¬ 
ways try and cover vacant shifts first from 
our own staff bank.” 

Sandwell and West Birmingham spokes¬ 
woman Tran Vy Tuong said: “We have been 
working hard over the past year to reduce 
our use of bank and agency staff.” 


Tune up for park bandstand 



Workmen are seen repairing the roof on the bandstand in Mary Stevens 
Park, Stourbridge, part of a £3m overhaul of the historic park 


WORK has started to restore the 
bandstand at Mary Stevens Park as 
part of a £3.1 million revamp. 

Originally made by Hill & Smith 
Ltd of Brierley Hill, it is now being 
renovated alongside many other key 
features at the park. 

Chairman of the Friends of Mary 
Stevens Park group, Councillor 
Heather Rogers, said she hoped 
the work will lead to the bandstand 
being used more in the future. 

The work will replace parts of the 
original ironwork and the Stour¬ 
bridge coat of arms plaques. A new 
power supply will also be laid. 


Councillor Rogers said: “I am 
looking forward to seeing the band¬ 
stand when it is done. It has been 
used for a number of local musi¬ 
cians to perform on a Sunday but I 
hope this will encourage more per¬ 
formers to use it in the future. 

“It has the potential to be a key 
attraction at the park.” 

Recently the ornate Grade II 
listed gates at the entrance of the 
park, which have been in place since 
1931, were removed as part of the 
overhaul funded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and the Big Lottery 
Fund. 


theticket 


HOTTEST 

Place 

To 

ADVERTISE 


Your 

Venue 


To get the star 
treatment 
call one 
of our 
helpful 
dvisors bn 

J1902 
*19191 


NEW Vet 
Surgery 

in Stourbridge 

OPENING OFFER 

•2* £15 Vaccination* 


Ask us about our 
£99 Vac4Life 

Lifetime vaccination 
protection for your pet 


NOW 

OPEN 



Call: 01384 370 765 

or visit: vets4pets.com/ 
Stourbridge 


Vets4Pets Stourbridge, 66 High Street, Amblecote, Stourbridge, DY8 4DH 
Opening Times: Mon - Fri 8.30am - 7pm, Sat 9am -12 noon 



*Terms and conditions apply. 
Offer ends 26/06/15. 


Vets4Pets 

Putting your pet first 
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PRICE 
MATCH 
PROMISE 

We’ll not be 
beaten on price! 
That’s our promise 
to you! 



William & Sons 

I 

i r 



sale 


0% Interest Free Credit* 

ends this Sunday 5pm! 


pay notmng 
for at least 
6 months 

...and spread 
the cost totally 
interest free. 



Modern large sofa from a choice of coloui 

WAS £999 SALE £499 

now £ 34 £ 

's. Walnut effect dining table & 4 chairs. Rest Assured luxury storage divan set. 

WAS £799 SALE £603 WAS £599 SALE £433 

) s e ™ £399 £ 4 »o tow £399 as 

Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 

West Midlands 

DY51UA 

T. 01384 77444 

^MLLIAM&SONS 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 

SPRING SALE OPENING TIMES: 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 

Saturday 10-6pm 

Sunday 11-5pm 


Alstons •bard) hJSLi 


' HTL 


MytK's rauch 




&*** ) W***! WADE 


0% APR *Deferred interest free credit offer available on balances over £500. Representative Example: Cash Price £675. Deposit £175. Total Amount of Credit £500. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £41.67 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. Annual Rate of 
representative Interest 0°/o. Representative APR 0°/o. Total Amount Payable £500. Written details available on request. Subject to status. Offer not available on clearance items. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE. 
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Why Woodrobes? 
Style 

Traditional or modem style, 
classical or contemporary, 
we have a bedroom for you 

Quality 

We manufacture our own 
fitted furniture and sliders 
to maintain quality control 

Choice 

Our range of 25 styles and 
60 finishes leaves you spoiled 
for choice 

Service 

From initial consultation to 
final fitting we are with you 
every step of the way 

Expertise 

Over 30 years of experience 
in fitting bespoke bedrooms 
of the highest quality 

Guarantee 

All our products carry a 10 
year guarantee, giving you 
peace of mind 


Call 01562 825033 

for your FREE no obligation quote 

Treat Yourself 


bespoke fitted 
bedrooms 
made in 
JK 



From Classic To Contemporary 



And Everything In-Between 


Over 70 colours and finishes, 24 different styles, dozens of 
sliding door combinations with soft closers, touch-to-open 
drawers and the Woodrobes quality guarantee. 


lOYeai 

| Guarar|r 
on out| 

■ produc 


sar 

Meet 
ur \ 
lct / 


Established 1980 


www.woodrobes.co.uk 76 Mill Street Kidderminster DYI 


Museum hosts back 
to past celebrity show 



The celebrities — Alistair McGowan, Tyger Drew-Honey, Miquita Oliver, Ann Widdecombe, Zoe Lucker and Colin Jackson 


FAMOUS faces are ditching 
the celebrity lifestyle to get 
mucky at the Black Country 
Living Museum. 

Former Tory MP Ann Widdecombe, 
impressionist and actor Alistair Mc¬ 
Gowan and athlete Colin Jackson 
are among the celebs going back in 
time for the BBC show 24 Hours in 
the Past. Others include actress Zoe 
Lucker, Outnumbered’s Tyger Drew 
Honey and Popworld presenter Mi¬ 
quita Oliver. Fi Glover and historian 
Ruth Goodman present the show 
which airs at 8pm on BBC One from 
Tuesday, April 28. 


The museum, which has also been 
used for filming dramas like Peaky 
Blinders and Arthur And George, is 
the venue for the first episode of the 
four-part series. Six celebrities are 
taken back to Victorian Britain. 

Museum director of communica¬ 
tions, Laura Wakelin, said the show 
was unlike any other they have hosted. 

“Not only was it filmed in real time 
over a 24 hour period - meaning there 
was no opportunity for re-takes and 
the celebrities bedded down on the 
floor of one of our 19th century cot¬ 
tages — but they literally turned our 
usually well-presented coal yard into a 
dump,” she said. 



Ex-MP Ann Widdecombe makes a point 


CareCo 


Over 100,000 mobility products sold nationwide 


"This scooter U a greet bag. t have used ir over a*¥ sorts of terrain, 
over short and (009 distance and It has never let me down: 
t Love my Peyton* XLR. "’wwta r*#** war 


CareCo victory HT? 


ONLY £799 




£1200 


The UK's top mobility scooters 
at the UK's lowest prices 


DEAL OF THE WEEK! 


CareCo daytona xlr 


The Dai/km* XLR Mofcrifchj Scoot mt truurei din 
enjoyable nde with mil rmoH unpemton feted 
as standard to smooth out the bc^np* in the 
road and pavement. Complete with a 
delta tilWe bar •hm D«ytnr* XLR U SAVH 

easy to control and can be adjusted £]C qq 
to make It capable of accommodating 
almrni u am. 



Front and tear feghts 




AwailabW ooiourt: 

CHAMP AONt 

® BLUE 




£1000 



rolnurv 

A BLLIt A RED 


~ FREE UK DELIVERY 

w MKMLAMDOftlf 

Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY51TJ 

Z *AMt DAY reseATOt I 

4 

Tel: 01384 489119 Visit online www.careco.co.uk 
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SPRING 

SALE 


Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 


Our Spring Sale is now in its final week, 
take advantage of huge savings across all departments. 
Everything is reduced, including all the famous brand 
names and our many new ranges. 


Fuw£ Week/ 


Don't miss your opportunity - the Spring Sale 
is now in its final week! 



LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING FOR A YEAR. NO DEPOSIT. THEN TAKE INTEREST FREE CREDIT. 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week | Late Nights: 
Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. B11 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 



• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 



0%APR 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27. 
0% APR Representative. Total amount payable £324 Subject to status. Written details on request. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in 
this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 04.05.15. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise. 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 



Dubrovnik, the 
Dalmatian Coast 


and Montenegro 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£799 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided visits of Dubrovnik and Split 

• Visit to Krka National Park 

• Tours of the Dalmatian Coast and Montenegro 

• Visits to Trogir and Mostar 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement 
, applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Carcasonne, Lake Garda 

Avignon and Provence Venice and Verona 


Six days various departure dates 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£449 


• Return flights 

• Five nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided walking tour and time to explore Carcassonne 

• Full day visit to Avignon and the Roman Pont du Gard 

• Canal du Midi cruise 

• All coaching in France 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£629 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half-board accommodation 

• Tour of Lake Garda 

• Guided sightseeing tours of Venice and Verona 

• Tour of the Dolomites (with an optional cable car ride 
payable locally) 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Air Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


London Weekend Ladies Day at 

by rail Royal Ascot 


Afternoon Tea at the Lindisfarne and The 
Houses of Parliament Alnwick Garden 


Two days various departure dates 


Two days departing June 17 


Four days departing 

August 14, September 18 and October 9 Three days departing June 12 and Sept 18 



PRICE FROM 


£129. 95 


• Return standard class rail travel (upgrade offered) 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a 
choice of four-star London hotels 

• Free time in London 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Three-day option also offered from £189.95 
Organised by Omega Short Breaks (ABTA Y5914) 



PRICE FROM 


£149 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Entrance to the Silver Ring at Royal Ascot (upgrade to 
Grandstand Admission offered for £42 per person) 

• Visit to Windsor 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Book by May 2 and receive 10% discount - telephone 
bookings only 

Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 



PRICE FROM 


£299 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided tour of the Houses of Parliament and afternoon 
tea in the Terrace Pavilion of the House of Commons 

• Visit to St Albans 

• Visits to Kenwood House and Kensington Palace 

• Visit to the Royal Air Force museum London 

• Services of a tour driver 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

Book by May 2 and receive 10% discount - telephone 
bookings only 

Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 



PRICE FROM 


£195 


• Return coach travel 

• Two nights half-board accommodation 

• Visit to Durham 

• Tour of Northumbria’s heritage coastline 

• Visit to Lindisfarne 

• Entrance to The Alnwick Garden 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


London Theatre by coach 


Two days selected weekend departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£139. 95 * 


London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in 
the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove 
a runaway success here often go on to triumph on Broadway and 
around the globe. 

The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage 
design and commanding performance has enabled London 
theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 
And it’s the songs that make people return to the capital a 
number of times and some of the most well-known tunes 
have become part of the national canvas. 

There are two options travelling by coach from which to 
choose, Saturday Night Theatre or a Theatre Weekend 
with Dinner. 

The Saturday Night Theatre break, from £139.95, includes a 
ticket for the evening show, whereas the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option starts from £149.95 and includes an evening meal 
following the matinee performance. 

Both trips include return coach travel, a choice of theatre ticket 
from an extensive list of shows, overnight bed and breakfast 
accommodation in an outer-London four-star hotel, along with 
some free time in the capital for shopping or sightseeing. 

Pick-ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The from price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure/web page for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


The Rhine Valley and 
Strasbourg by Eurostar 


Seven days various departure dates 




PRICE FROM 


£659 


Visit some of the most fascinating and 
beautiful sights straddling the banks of the 
River Rhine. 

A tour is included of the scenic Rhine Valley and the 
most picturesque stretch, its gorge. See the vine- 
covered hillsides and half-ruined castles on seemingly 
every summit, passing through fairytale villages along 
the way. 


Nestling by the River Neckar, in a valley dominated by 
its castle, Heidelberg’s setting is second to none. The town itself is a maze of historic, baroque and gabled 
buildings lining the river, with its romantic old-town behind, here a guided walking tour is included. 

Follow the ‘High Road’ through the Black Forest experiencing some of central Europe’s most stunning scenery, 
with rugged valleys full of white-water rivers, cascading waterfalls and huge densely packed pine trees 


Three nights are spent in Strasbourg, where a 
walking tour is included of this unique and 
cosmopolitan city. The 11th century cathedral is 
stunning as is the 16th century old town bisected 
by picturesque canals. 

South of Strasbourg is a scenic wine route, an 
open air museum of medieval villages, cobbled 
streets and chateaux with rolling hills behind. A 
drive and tasting of some of Alsace’s fine wines 
are included here. 

There is also some free time in Aachen, 
originally a Roman Spa town with its cathedral, 
some of which dates from the 8th century, and 
Colmar, the best-preserved city in Eastern 
France, much of it dating from the 6th century. 


PRICE INCLUDES 

‘ fromLondon ard C ' aSS S6at °" Eurostar a "d TGV 

Return rail connections to London 

fwo^ers^ breakfaSt accomm °dation 

Tour of the Rhine Valley 

Wsi'tsto l?h° f S A ra ? b0Ur9 and Heidelberg 
visits to Aachen, Colmar and the Rlark 

Tour of Alsace's scenic wine road ^ 
Services of a tour manager 
Single rooms subject to availability - 
supplement applies y 

Organised by Riviera Travel^ (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


















































We won't sell out 

to the SNP — Ed 


DANIEL 

WAINWRIGHT 


THERE’S a long-standing 
gripe with politicians that 
they never answer a ques¬ 
tion. Ed Balls is the opposite. 

You can’t shut the shadow chan¬ 
cellor up. I’ve often wondered why 
he’s considered by his critics to be 
such a liability for Labour. 

To his credit he answered something 
that Ed Miliband has so far failed to 
adequately address - the prospect of 
selling out England to the SNP. 

The Labour leader is adamant there 
will be no Scottish Nationalist minis¬ 
ters in his cabinet. But a lot of people 
still want to know what concessions 
he would make to the SNP in order 
to keep him in power for five years, 
despite his protests in the recent tel¬ 
evised debates. 

Assurance 

It might lock the Tories out of Num¬ 
ber 10. But it would be electoral su¬ 
icide for Labour. So when, on a visit 
to Wolverhampton, Ed Balls gave an 
‘unequivocal’ assurance that Labour 
would not allow the West Midlands 
to be disadvantaged, it sounded as 
though the nettle was being grasped. 

He said: “There is absolutely no pos¬ 
sibility of any vote being put to Par¬ 
liament or any measure in a Labour 
budget which would in any way dis¬ 
advantage the West Midlands or any 
other part of England because that’s 
what the SNP demand. No way. Un¬ 
equivocal. I’m not going to do it and 
Labour isn’t going to do it. 

“We’ve been very clear we won’t 
have a coalition with the SNP. They 
can’t stand up for the interests of peo- 



Ed Balls - not short on answers 

pie in England because they want to 
break up the United Kingdom. We’re 
going to put a vote to Parliament to 
abolish the Bedroom Tax. I want a 
Labour majority to get that through. 

That’s 162 words there that could 
well make an enormous difference to 
Labour’s campaign in England. Of 
course it won’t have done very much 
to foster good relations in Scotland, 
where Labour is facing the loss of doz¬ 
ens of seats to the SNP. 

But that’s the battle the two Eds 
have to face. 

The polls suggest that even if they 
head up the largest party after May 7, 
it won’t be with a majority. 

If they cook up a deal with the SNP 
that hands concessions to a country 
with a population smaller than the 
West Midlands, there will be a revolt 
by Labour backbenchers who will face 
the wrath of their constituents. 

No party wants to be in opposition. 
It is a miserable existence. But it must 



William Hague out campaigning 

be better than setting your party on 
to a path where in order to remain in 
power you have to betray the people 
who voted for you in favour of a coun¬ 
try that rejected you. 

William Hague has surely earned 
the right to head off into political 
retirement, having stood down as an 
MP after 26 years. But he was on the 
campaign trail in Dudley South last 
week and doing his bit to help the To¬ 
ries hold on to this key marginal seat. 

For what it’s worth I’m glad he’s 
still around. His final act in Parlia¬ 
ment was to lead a Tory attempt to 
get a secret ballot to decide the future 
of Marmite speaker John Bercow. 
Critics called it a grubby plot. 

It was an unfitting coda to a politi¬ 
cal career whose highlight was the in¬ 
troduction of the landmark Disability 
Discrimination Act. Getting out and 
about on the campaign trail is a far 
more fitting swansong. 


FANTASTIC INSTORE OFFERS! 



Silver End, Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill, DY5 3JL 01384 483322 
Open Mon to Sat 9.30am - 5pm, Free Parking www.tellybeds.co.uk 


T & Cs apply see instore for details 


2&S BATHROOMS 


YOUR CHOICE... 


THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM REFURBISHMENT 

We want YOUR CHOICE to be us. 



BETTER BATHROOM 




V\IE >s 
DO THE 
LOT IN 
5 DAYS, 


"Our company is owned and run by 
local tradesmen meaning the work is 
carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as 
possible in order to keep within the 
budgets of retired, disabled 
and working families which make up 
95% of our customers” 


WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
HOME VISIT & ON THE SPOT PRICE 
WITHIN 48 HRS OFYOUR CALL 


[Ki 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 



1 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED 
& DISABLED 
CUSTOMERS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford, DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Open 9am - 5pm 6 days a week 
Showroom also at: Lichfield Road,Wednesfield, Wolverhampton,WV11 ITW, 01902 861908 
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SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 





£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 

6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 


Shakes to sound 
of raw passion 


ALBUM REVIEWS 


By Leon Burakowski 


THE torch bearers for Deep 
South blues, rock and soul, 
Alabama Shakes, keep it real 
with a distinctive second al¬ 
bum, Sound & Color. 

On it the band explore funky new di¬ 
rections and stretch themselves after 
making a stir in 2012 with their rock- 
fuelled debut Boys & Girls. 

Singer and guitarist Britney Howard 
gives her most impassioned vocal per¬ 
formances so far as the band from Ath¬ 
ens, Alabama, create a potent moon¬ 
shine of funk, blues and swamp rock. 

Highlights include Don’t Wanna 
Fight with its edgy guitar plucking as 
Britney repeats the title with an al¬ 
most hysterical intensity. She adopts 
a falsetto on the loose limbed funk of 
Future People as the songs builds to 
a crashing cacophony. Gimme All Your 
Love is deep fried southern soul with a 
wail that should earn nods of approv¬ 
al from Robert Plant and Jack White. 
She shows a sweeter side on the won¬ 
ky soul of Guess Who, complete with 
vibes and strings, while Shoegaze has 
a Rolling Stones swagger about it. 

The ballad Miss You opens with the 
memorable couplet Tm gonna miss 
you and your Mickey Mouse tattoo’ 
and explodes with raw passion. With 
a bare bones accompaniment and 
odd changes of tempo, Over My Head 
makes for a downbeat, delicate closer. 

Sound & Colour is out this week on 
ATO Records. Alabama Shakes play 
Birmingham 02 Academy on May 13, 
a gig that promises to be something 
rather special. 

Sony’s three-CD compilation Synth 
Pop is a feast of great music from the 
1970s and 80s when synth was king 
and lots of people with odd haircuts 



The Alabama Shakes explore funky new directions on second album Sound & Color 


used a keyboard rather than a guitar 
to craft some brilliant pop records. So 
Donna Summer’s (and Giorgio Mo- 
roder’s) hugely influential I Feel Love 
shares the limelight with Gary Numan, 
The Human League, Ultravox, Visage, 
New Order, Soft Cell, Yazoo and Art 
Of Noise. Depeche Mode, Bowie and 
Kraftwerk are glaring omissions whilst 
Spandau Ballet and Aztec Camera, 
good as they are, don’t fit the brief. 

Fans of Nick Cave or even Siouxsie 
Sioux can luxuriate in the mellow vo¬ 
cals of Nadine Shah on her second al¬ 
bum, Fast Food (Apollo/R&S Records), 
with tracks that border upon goth cab¬ 
aret. There’s also a hint of gothic about 
Strange Trails by Lord Huron (Play 
It Again Sam), although these country 
and folk influenced guitar-driven songs 
revel in a reverb-drenched tumbleweed 
ghost town feel. Songs like Dead Man’s 
Hand and Meet Me In The Woods hint 
at dark deeds and these grim prairie 
tales have a certain allure when de¬ 
livered by singer and songwriter Ben 
Schneider. You would find Frozen Pines 
on the jukebox in the Twin Peaks diner. 

The 1960s family group The Cow- 


sills, inspiration for The Partridge Fam¬ 
ily, had million-selling hits in their US 
homeland but remain virtually unknown 
in the UK. Much of their output was 
twee but their self-titled 1967 album 
(reissued by Now Sounds) does have 
several fine examples of summer-of- 
love sunshine pop, particularly US top 
five hit The Rain, The Park And Other 
Things. The CD includes bonus tracks, 
mono versions and a 24-page booklet 
to bring 60s music fans up to speed 
with pop’s answer to the Von Trapps. 

Before Demis Roussos became 
associated with 1970s dinner parties 
thanks to such middle-of-the-Med hits 
as Forever And Ever and Mike Leigh’s 
play Abigail’s Party, he sang with Euro 
prog rockers Aphrodite’s Child. His 
own concept album (reissued by RPM), 
On The Greek Side Of My Mind, is 
the link between the band and his solo 
career. It begins with Roussos spout¬ 
ing Lotus eater mumbo jumbo then 
exercising his helium tenor over Gre- 
gorian-like chants, before settling into 
a groove of psychedelic Grecian folk 
pop. We Shall Dance hints at the style 
of warbling that was to bring him fame. 


ALAN WARWICK BUTCHERS®^ 

WARWICKS WACKY SPECIALS Wsfs 



WHOLE 
FRESH 
CHICKEN 

£3.99 EACH 

BUY ONE CE 


MIN. WEIGHT 
1.4 KILO 










1 

JNIT19 MOOR CENTRE, l\ 

DOOR STREET, BRIERLEY HILI 

.DY5 3AH 

11384 265200 
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Blues dude 

Seasick Steve gig 
preview-Page 23 


Classic on Brum 
stage - Page 23 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 



Two x 

4 Star Cottages 

Sleeping 2 or 4 
PLUS 

TWO STATIC CARAVANS 

Naturally beautiful setting 
All amenities. 

Trout or Coarse fishing 
on our 6 lakes. 

New Quay, Wales Coast 

01545 580482 

www.nineoaks-fisheries.co.uk 



The Very Best 

Caravans 


Unbeatable Prices 
wwwssevernYalleyleisiire*com 



With over 40 caravans and Motorhomes on display 
and a fully stocked accessory shop we are sure to 
have everything for your caravanning needs! 


• WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 

Canalsid e, Wollaston, Stourbridge DY8 4HE 
Telephone 01384 390183 


GREAT VALUE COACH tours 



or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 
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Listings for April 24 - 30 


GREAT VALUE 

COACH HOLIDAYS 


• Return coach travel from throughout the West Midlands 

• Dinner, bed b breakfast and entertainment at most hotels 

• Free excursion programme 



BOURNEMOUTH 

D-Day Museum $ Portsmouth Harbour Cruise 

4 DAYS 19 Jun, 31 Jul, 14 Aug 

5 DAYS 11, 25 May, 8, 29 Jun, 6, 20 Jul 

TORQUAY 

3 Eden Project 

4 DAYS 1, 22, 29 May, 19, 26 Jun 

5 DAYS 11 May, 8, 29 Jun, 6 Jul, 3 Aug 


LONGLEAT SAFARI S 3ungle Cruise 



EASTBOURNE 

Brighton $ Sussex Coast 

4 DAYS 1, 22 May, 26 Jun, 17 Jul 

5 DAYS 11, 18, 25 May, 8, 22 Jun 
7 DAYS 14, 28 Jun, 12, 26 Jul, 9, 23 Aug, 6 Sep 

SANDOWN/SHANKLIN 

Isle oQ Wight 

4 DAYS 1, 22 May, 19, 26 Jun 

5 DAYS 11, 18, 25 May, 15, 22, 29 Jun 
7 DAYS 24 May, 14, 21, 28 Jun, 5, 12, 19, 26 Jul 


• Paris • Ostend • Amsterdam • Austrian Tyrol 

• Valkenburg • Rhine Valley • Lake Garda & Venice 

• Krakov • Prague • Sound of Music 50th Anniversary 
Tour • Dublin • Donegal • Giants Causeway 

• Costa Brava Christmas • Bavaria • Costa Brava & 
Barcelona • Croatia • Tuscany • Disneyland Paris 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uk' 


RAMSBOTTOM STEAM $ Crich Tramway 

30 May, 4 Jul, 15 Aug, 

5 Sep, 3, 31 Oct 

2 DAYS 

£79.95 J 

[CORONATION STREET 5 Liverpool 

16 May, 13 Jun, 

11, 25 Jul, 8, 22 Aug 

2 DAYS 

£79.95 J 

[ LIVERPOOL $ Chester 

16 May, 13 Jun, 11 Jul, 

8 Aug, 19 Sep, 10 Oct, 7 Nov 

2 DAYS 

£59.95 J 

[ LLANGOLLEN STEAM $ Anderton Boat Li£t 

30 May, 4 Jul, 15 Aug, 

12 Sep, 24 Oct 

2 DAYS 

£79.95 J 


Also available 


ELVIS AT 
THE 02 

saFgon 

BEAMISH 
b WHITBY 

YARMOUTH 
& CROMER 

6 Jun, 18 Jul 2 DAYS 

20 Jun, 10 Oct 2 DAYS 

16 May, 4 Jul 2 DAYS 

29 May, 18 Sep 3 DAYS 

RkJWl 

WARNER 

STUDIOS 

LLANDUDNO 

ELVIS WEEKEND 

WINDERMERE 
& BRONTE 

BATH& 

STEAM TRAIN 

20 Jun, 25 Jul 2 DAYS 

15 May, 26 Jun 3 DAYS 

RkHl 

9 May, 13 Jun 2 DAYS 

RkRl 

2 May, 18 Jul 2 DAYS 

KZ3B9 

1 £99 95 1 

CHESTER ZOO 

&11ACKP00LT01ERCIRCUS 

MYSTERY 

We choose - you save! 

YORK & 
SKIPTON 

CARDIFF 

MURDER MYSTERY 

8,22 Aug 2 DAYS 

w&m 

2,9,16,23,30 May 2 DAYS 

16 May, 13 Jun 2 DAYS 

RkIBi 

30 May, 27 Jun 2 DAYS 

ILkJJl 


TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 


travelstyletours.co.uk A 


Freddie 

Starr 



Sunday, 7.30pm 

Robin 2, Bilston 

The madcap comedy legend that is 

Freddie Starr is once again thrilling UK 

audiences with a brand new hilarious 

show which he brings to the Robin 2 in 

Bilston this weekend. 

Visit www.therobin.co.uk 


Oily 

Murs 



Sun, Mon, Tues, 8pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 

Armed with new album ‘Never Been 
Better’, which includes the swaggering 
first single ‘Wrapped Up’, Oily Murs is 
taking up residence in Birmingham for 
three nights. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


Slade 

Convention 


TOCB£WTEMOYUR$$HCE 

THEftBIAGCCf TTfcSUUMAlRUA 

SLADE IN FLAME 

SLADE 

CONVENTION 

SATURDAY 1M AMU 


Saturday, from 12pm 

Robin 2, Bilston 

Head to the Robin 2 this weekend for 

a celebration of all things Slade. The 

convention marks the 40th anniversary 

of the release of seminal film Slade In 

Flame. 

Visit www.therobin.co.uk 


Noah 

Stewart 



Saturday, 8pm 
Town Hall, B’ham 
Noah Stewart, the dashing young 
Harlem tenor, is one of international 
opera’s most talked about singers. He 
returns to the UK and the Midlands 
with a sensational new show. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


ROCK & POP 

Oily Murs 

Sun, Mon, Tue at 8pm, 

£33.89 - £62.58 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2PZ. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Slade Convention 

Saturday at 12pm, £9 - £28 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Band Of Friends featuring Gerry 
McAvoy 

Friday at 7.30pm, £15-£16 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Higher-On-Maiden + 

Saxonised 

Thu at 7.30pm, £8-£10 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Calabrese 

Thu at 7pm, £6.60 
The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1HR 
Call 01902 552106 

Von Hertzen Brothers 

Saturday at 7pm, £13.20 
The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1HR 
Call 01902 552106 

The Smyths 

Friday at 6.30pm, £13.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Future Rock Stars 2015 

Sun at 4pm, £10-£10.50 
Artrix Arts Centre, Bromsgrove, 
B61 1PQ. Call 01527 577330 

Mike + the Mechanics 

Mon at 7.30pm, £32 - £36 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, B1 
2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

MHA Talent Presents Shawn 
Smith 

Sun at 7.30pm, £16 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

The Jack Ratts 

Saturday at 7.30pm, Free 
Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Man Overboard 

Wed at 7pm, £8.80 
The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1HR 
Call 01902 552106 

A Black Country night out 

Tue at 7.30pm, £15-£17 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

The Jar Family 

Saturday at 8pm, 

£6.50-£13 

Lichfield Guildhall, WS13 6LU. 
Call 01543 262223 


Black 

Wed at 8pm, £15 

Artrix Arts Centre, Bromsgrove, 

B61 1PQ. Call 01527 577330 

White House Cancer Charity 
Event 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

John McCullagh 

Saturday at 8pm, £8 
Newhampton Arts Centre, Wol¬ 
verhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

The Kilkennys 

Tue at 7.30pm, £17 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1DE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Chris Murray 

Tue at 7.30pm, £4 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Heidi Browne 

Tue at 7.30pm, £8 

Festival Drayton Centre, Market 

Drayton, TF9 3AX. 

Call 01630 654444 

Brewood Acoustic Club 
Singers’ Night 

Thu at 8pm, £2 (£1 singers) 
Brewood Cricket Club, ST19 9HX. 
Call 01902 850422 

Julie Felix 

Wed at 7.45pm, £11 
Red Lion Folk Club, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7LY. Call 0121 
472 4253 

Common Folk: Singers’ Night 

Thu at 8.30pm, £1 
Pelsall Cricket & Sports Club, 
Walsall, WV3 4BP 
Call 07910 632695 

Seasick Steve - SOLD OUT 

Wed at 7pm, £25.85 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Anti-Capitalist Roadshow 

Friday at 7.30pm, £10 - £15 
Irish Centre, Digbeth, 

Birmingham, B12 0LN. 

Call 0121 622 2314 


RNB& SOUL 

Kwabs 

Saturday at 7pm, 

£10.00 Adv 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Jukebox and Bobby Sox 

Saturday at 7.30pm, 

£16.50-£17.50 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1 DE. 

Call 01543 578762 


JAZZ & BLUES 

Joe Longthorne 

Friday at 7.30pm, £22.50 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Blues Caravan 2015 

Wed at 7.30pm, £12-£15 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

The Harp Live Jazz (April) 

Sun at 12.30pm, Tue at 8.30pm, 
Free 

The Harp Hotel, Albrighton, 

WV7 3JF. Call 01902 374381 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Noah Stewart 

Saturday at 8pm, £30 

Town Hall Birmingham, B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Birmingham St George’s Day 

Saturday at 6pm, £15 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, B1 
2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Beyond Classical 

Wed at 5.30pm, Free 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, B1 
2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Cavalleria Rusticana 

Saturday at 5.30pm, £10 - 
£26.50 

Conquest Theatre, Bromyard, 
HR7 4DU. 

Call 01885 488575 

Czech Philharmonic perform 
Mahler 

Friday at 7.30pm, £9.50 - £44 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

CBSO Family Concert 

Sun at 2.30pm, £10 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, B1 
2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Blake in Harmony 

Wed at 7.30pm, £20 
Lichfield Garrick Theatre and 
Studio, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

THEATRE 

Dirty Dusting 

Thu at 7.30pm, £20 - £21 
Lichfield Garrick Theatre and 
Studio, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

That’ll Be The Day 

Friday at 7.30pm, 

£11 - £26.90 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

A Night Of Dirty Dancing 

Thu at 7.30pm, £17-£21 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 


Dirty Dancing 

Thu at 7.30pm, £20 - £55 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

The Bodyguard The Musical 

Saturday, Wed at 2.30pm, Friday, 
Saturday, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu at 
7.30pm, £18-£49.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Shrek the Musical 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, 

Sun at 1pm, 5pm, Saturday at 
2.30pm, £18.50-£45 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

The Producers 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, Sat¬ 
urday at 2.30pm, 

£15-£41.40 

New Alexandra Theatre, 

Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Ouercus 

Saturday at 8pm, £16 - £18 
Arena Theatre, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1SE. Call 01902 321321 

The Turn of the Screw 

Friday, Saturday, Tue, Wed, Thu 
at 7.45pm, £7 - £11 
Blue Orange Theatre, 
Birmingham, B18 6AD. 

Call 0121 212 2643 

Two 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, 

£9-£10.50 
The Rose Theatre, 

Kidderminster, DY10 2RX. 

Call 01562 743745 

The Producers 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, Sat¬ 
urday at 2.30pm, 

£13.25-£15.75 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

Poetry Slam 

Tue at 7pm, £4.75 - £6.75 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

Feed The Beast 

Friday, Saturday at 7.45pm, Sat¬ 
urday at 2.45pm, Mon, Tue, Wed, 
Thu at 7.45pm, Thu at 2.45pm, 
£ 12-£20 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Rebecca 

Mon at 7pm, Tue, Wed, Thu at 
7.30pm, Thu at 2pm, 

£13.50-£35 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

The King and I 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, 
Saturday at 2.30pm, 

£10 - £18 

Lichfield Garrick Theatre and 
Studio, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 


In Praise of Love - Terence 
Rattigan 

Friday, Saturday at 7.45pm, 
£7.75 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Palach 

Friday at 2pm, 7.30pm, 

£5-£8 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

The Pirates of Penzance 

Wed, Thu at 7.30pm, 

£7.50-£15 

The Crescent Theatre, 

Birmingham, 

B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

Manifest 

Saturday at 7.30pm, 

£5 - £7.50 

The Drum, Aston on Carrant, 
Birmingham, B6 4UU. 

Call 0121 333 2400 

Flying the Nest 

Wed at 11.30am, 1.30pm, 

£5 - £8.50 
Arena Theatre, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1SE. 

Call 01902 321321 

5 Soldiers 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, Sat¬ 
urday at 2pm, £20 
Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre, B1 2ER 
Call 0121 236 4455 

DANCE 

The 2015 Lichfield & 
Burntwood Schools Dance 
Festival 

Tue at 7pm, £14 
Lichfield Garrick Theatre and 
Studio, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

COMEDY 

Freddie Starr 

Sun at 7.30pm, £18-£19 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Stewart Francis 

Friday at 7pm, 

£17.50-£20.35 
The Wulfrun, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 3HH. 

Call 01902 552106 

Andy Parsons Live and 
Unleashed 

Wed at 8pm, £15-£15.75 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Dylan Moran: Off the Hook 

Thu at 8pm, £26 - £27.90 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 23 


Time to dream of 
Nlanderley again 



Jealous bride — Mrs de Winter (Imogen Sage) and Maxim de Winter (Tristan Sturrock) in Rebecca, pictures Steve Tanner 


LAST night I dreamt I went to Man- 
derley again... has gone down as one 
of the most famous opening lines, fea¬ 
tured in Daphne du Maurier’s 1938 
novel and the film made by Alfred 
Hitchcock two years later, starring 
Joan Fontaine and Laurence Olivier. 

The psychological drama set on a 
Cornish country estate tells of a bride 
living in the shadow of her husband’s 
dead first wife. Following the mysteri¬ 
ous death of the eponymous Rebecca, 


Maxim de Winter returns to Mander- 
ley with his young bride who finds 
herself consumed by jealousy when 
surrounded by memories of the glam¬ 
orous Rebecca. 

The new Mrs de Winter sets out to 
uncover the secrets lurking in Man- 
derley mansion but finds herself in 
conflict with sinister housekeeper 
Mrs Danver, who is still fiercely de¬ 
voted to her late mistress. 

Emma Rice, the award-winning 


director of West End hit Brief En¬ 
counter, has adapted du Maurier’s 
classic story for Kneehigh Theatre 
and it comes on tour to Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre from Monday to 
Saturday. 

Mrs de Winter is played by Imogen 
Sage with Tristan Sturrock as Maxim 
and Emily Raymond as Mrs Danvers. 

See www.birmingham-rep.co.uk for 
further details or call the box office on 
0121 236 4455. 



Seasick Steve 
is sonic surfing 

SEVENTY something singer and guitarist Steven Wold — 
AKA Seasick Steve — has been a cowboy, a carnival worker, a 
hobo, a busker on the streets of Paris, and a record producer, 
since he left his California home to ride the rails as a 13-year- 
old in the mid 1950s. 

No wonder then that the bearded bluesman is also one of 
music’s great raconteurs. 

At the last night of his latest tour, the audience at a full 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall on Wednesday, April 29, can ex¬ 
pect some entertaining stories amid the fiercely played gui¬ 
tar — usually homemade from odd components that have 
included car hubcaps — and raw bones blues from the seven 
albums he has released since his 2004 debut Cheap brought 
him to the attention of a wider public. 

The latest album came out this year, Sonic Soul Surfer, 
including hit track Summertime Boy. To hear it at it’s best, 
Steve has been recommending audiences to buy the vinyl 
version. Steve will be joined by similarly hirsute drummer 
Dan Magnuson, playing tracks from the new album and old 
favourites such as Dog House Boogie . 

He said: “There’s no comfort when I play. None of my gui¬ 
tars are any good. It’s like with that hubcap thing, the bridge 
is just an old engine bolt and if you bump it, it goes com¬ 
pletely out of tune. So it’s like this battle to get through the 
song and when I get to the end I’m so relieved.” 

For further details see www.wolvescivic.co.uk but tickets 
will be pretty hard to come by for the hobo turned music hero. 


Harry and Paul on 
tour with legends 

COMIC actors Harry Enfield 
and Paul Whitehouse will be 
performing in Wolverhampton 
on their first joint UK tour. 

The pair will be presenting 
their classic comedy characters 
in the Civic Hall on November 
1 as part of the Legends! tour. 
Tickets cost £32,50 and £37.50. 

The tour will also see them 
perform at the Barclaycard 
Arena, Birmingham, on Novem¬ 
ber 7. 

Enfield said: “We’ve wanted 
to put our TV characters into 
a live tour for a while and now 
seems the right time to get to¬ 
gether and do this. We’ve never 
performed them live before, so 
we’re really looking forward to 
the tour.” 


Gloomy views to 
make you giggle 

DOWNBEAT Irish comedian 
Dylan Moran, star of Black 
Books, brings his blend of cyn¬ 
icism and philosophy to Bir¬ 
mingham Symphony Hall on 
Thursday, April 30, as part of 
his massive Off The Hook tour. 

Tickets cost £25 (plus fee), 
available from www.thsh.co.uk 
or on 0121 345 0600. 

Other comedy highlights in¬ 
clude Jimmy Carr at Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic Hall on May 2, 
the same night that Stewart 
Lee is at the Symphony Hall. 
Tonight Andy Parsons is at the 
Wulfrun Hall, Wolverhampton, 
and tomorrow his Mock The 
Week colleague Stewart Francis 
plays the Wulfrun Hall. 


Shot of rock at 
The Vaccines gig 

THE Vaccines have announced 
a date in Wolverhampton as 
part of their latest tour. 

The indie darlings recently 
played a string of sold-out gigs 
at intimate venues. They will 
now embark on a nationwide 
tour to coincide with third 
album English Graffiti, which is 
released next month. 

The tour will begin in Black¬ 
pool on November 10 before 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall hosts 
them on November 17. Tickets 
are £27.50. Call 0870 320 7000. 

The Vaccines shot to fame in 
2011 with debut album What 
Did You Expect from The Vac¬ 
cines? then Come of Age fol¬ 
lowed in 2012. 
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eating out 



Pop in - and bring a hearty appetite with you Bacon and cheese topped burger inside doughnut Traditional - the Woodman Inn has a homely feel and is suitable for all the family 



Feel the heat with this chicken in Peri Peri sauce 


Doughnut, burger, or try both 
together in this tasty challenge 


A CURSORY glance at the menu 
of The Woodman in Bilbrook and 
one thing is readily apparent. 

The influence of Man Vs Food has ex¬ 
tended far enough that it’s reached a sleepy 
little village on the Wolverhampton to 
Shrewsbury line. 

Man Vs Food is an American cuisine 
show, in the loosest sense of the term. Its 
host Adam Richman tours the USA visiting 
what he’s proud to call ‘pig out spots’ - din¬ 
ers and restaurants serving junk in the way 
that only Americans can do it; large, gooey 
and fried at least once. 

Often the food looks amazing, sometimes 
it’s horrific, but one constant is that every 
week Adam attempts one of his nation’s 
many restaurant food challenges. 

Which brings us to the Woodman Inn 
on a very busy Thursday night. Part of the 
Flaming Grill pub chain, it boasts not one, 


By Pete Cashnore 

but three, food challenges. The most easily 
navigable is the Flaming Challenge Burger, 
which packs in two 12oz beefburgers, two 
breaded chicken breast fillets, spicy chilli 
beef, cheese slices, onion, crispy bacon, 
onion rings - and a double portion of chips. 

The bold among you may favour the 
Trash Can Challenge, a giant rack of BBQ 
ribs, large cheese and bacon burger, chilli 
beef sundae, southern-fried chicken skewer, 
onion rings, corn, double portion of baked 
beans and a triple order of chips. Complete 
any of the challenges and you can get your 
photo on a Wall Of Fame. 

Or, should you be completely insane, you 
can have one of the pub’s rather excellent 
steaks served with ghost chilli sauce. This 
sauce typically registers more than one 
million of the Scoville Scale of chilli heat - 


that’s 900 times hotter than Tabasco. 

But I haven’t come here for any of that. 
I’m here to sample one of the pub’s other 
American-style innovations - the doughnut 
burger. Which is - steel yourselves now - a 
beefburger patty served in a glazed dough¬ 
nut instead of a bread bun. 

Oddity 

It’s sweet and savoury, but not as we 
know it. I must admit that I approached 
this oddity with some trepidation, so I de¬ 
cided to round out my meal with Cajun 
onion rings and chilli beef-topped cheesy 
chips. In the end, though, my chips came 
un-chillied and devoid of cheese. The bar 
manager suggested that I try my chips with 
the ghost chilli dip instead. In fact, he prac¬ 
tically insisted I do. And so I did. 

Elsewhere, my fellow diners decided on a 
super-sized version of fish and chips called 


The Codfather. It featured a battered cod 
fillet that clearly had a blue whale some¬ 
where in its family lineage, a double portion 
of chips and peas; and half a chicken with 
Peri Peri sauce and chips. 

So. What can I tell you about a doughnut 
burger? Well, my particular one was layered 
thus: half a glazed doughnut, tomato, let¬ 
tuce, burger, cheese, bacon, burger, cheese, 
bacon, other half of glazed doughnut. The 
Cajun onion rings, a snip at just £1.49, 
were plentiful, and placed next to a pot of 
the hallowed ghost chilli dip. Well, I wasn’t 
going ignore that invitation. And so I got 
an onion ring, and I dipped. Turns out that 
ghost chilli sauce is really hot. 

As for the doughnut burger, taste-wise 
yes, it works. The sweetness of the dough¬ 
nut wasn’t a squillion miles away from a 
brioche bun, and everyone is serving up 
their meat in those nowadays. 
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Master Chef 
Promotions 
Winner 2015 


Sunday - Thursday 
Receive a FREE Mixed Kebab Platter 
with every main meal 

(Minimum 2 people. Advanced booking required) 

BRING ALONG THIS ADVERT 
TO RECEIVE THIS OFFER 

T&C’s apply 


NEW.GRILL 


> 




(Eat in only) 


M k 


Established 1982 

Master Chef of The Year 

Try Our Mouth Watering Dishes 

BEST CHEF AWARD 2012 AWARDED BY THE MIDLAND BALTI ASSOCIATION. 
Diamond Diners • Five Star Award 
Take Away Menu from Good The AAA Guide 

Free Delivery within 4 miles Eating Guide _ of Excellence _ 


132 Hagley Road, Oldswinford, Stourbridge, DY8 2JD. 

TEL: 01384 372762 

Large Car Park at Rear (just off Heath Lane) 


> refer online 

A Ml_ For collection 
s_ / J or delivery 

www.wollastonfishbar.com 


mrnmirm 


FISH AND CHIPS 

01384 833777 

B 101 Bridgnorth Road, 
Stourbridge, 

West Midlands 


WS&i 


DY8 3NY g 


To get the star treatment 
call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319191 


Explore your world with 

star "AextraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and 
Eurostar, plus holidays further afield. 


Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 
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SATURDAY’S TV APRIL 25 


CHOICE 



Harry Redknapp 


Play to the Whistle 
(ITV, 9.15pm) 

A League of Thei r Own has got a 
lot to answer for. As well as 
giving us Mo Farah’s trademark 
‘Mobot’ move, it’s also arguably 
responsible for a recent rash of 
sports-based comedy panel 
shows, including last year’s A 
Question of Sport: Super 
Saturday, and this offering from 
ITV. So, if one of this week’s star 
guests, football manager Harry 
Redknapp wants some advice 
on howto handle the banter, he 
can always ask either his 
nephew, Play to the Whistle 
team captain Frank Lampard, or 
his son, League of Their Own 
regular Jamie. Also joining 
question master Holly 
Willoughby, umpire Seann 
Walsh and captain Bradley 
Walsh are The Last Leg’s Alex 
Brooker and broadcaster Piers 
Morgan. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 10.10 World War One 
Remembered: Gallipoli. 12.05 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.15 Football Focus. 

1.00 Paula Radcliffe: The Marathon and 
Me. 1.40 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. The afternoon session on 
day eight at the Crucible Theatre in 
Sheffield. 4.30 Final Score. 5.10 Film: 
The Princess and the Frog. (2009) 

Disney animated musical fantasy. 

6.40 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

6.55 Pointless Celebrities. Eight 
morning TV stars try to come up 
with the most obscure answers to 
win cash for their chosen charities. 
They are Good Morning Britain 
duo Kate Garraway and Richard 
Arnold, former This Morning 
presenter Fern Britton and The 
Wright Stuff’s Matthew Wright, 
and four BBC Breakfast anchors 
past and present - Dermot 
Murnaghan, Natasha Kaplinsky, 
Charlie Stayt and Naga Munchetty. 
Alexander Armstrong is in charge, 
while Richard Osman is the man 
with the facts. 

7.45 Atlantis. Pasiphae tries to force 
Ariadne to renounce the throne, 
and with Jason and Hercules 
powerless to help, Medusa and 
Pythagoras come up with a plan 
requiring an unimaginable 
sacrifice. 

8.30 The National Lottery: In It to Win 

It. Dale Winton presents the quiz 
in which up to five contestants 
answer questions to scoop a big 
cash prize. Only those in the 
winners’ row will have a chance of 
taking home the loot, so they will 
need to get all the answers right - 
as well as a little bit of luck on their 
side. Including the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

9.20 Casualty. Connie needs to prove 
her innocence in the Alfred case. 
Robyn helps two young lovers 
caught up in a house fire, while 
Lofty teaches a patient to have 
more self-worth. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League clashes, including 
Manchester City v Aston Villa at 
the Etihad Stadium; National 
Lottery Update. 

12.00 The Football League Show. 1.20 
Film: A Bronx Tale. (1993) 3.15 Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 3.20 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 Film: The Crimson Wing: Mystery 
of the Flamingos. (2008) 7.20 Film: 
Sword of Sherwood Forest. (1960) 8.40 
Fred Dibnah’s Magnificent Monuments. 
(R) 9.10 The Nature of Britain. (R) 10.00 
Live Snooker: The World Championship. 
12.00 Richard Harris: Talking Pictures. 

12.35 Film: The Long and the Short and 
the Tall. (1960) Second World War 
drama, starring Laurence Harvey. 2.15 
Flog It! (R) 3.00 Final Score. 4.30 Live 
Snooker: The World Championship. The 
afternoon session on day eight at the 
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield. 5.30 World 
War One Remembered: Gallipoli 
Highlights. 

6.30 Gardeners’World. As everything 
in the garden begins to shoot up, 
Monty Don uses his ornamental 
grasses to demonstrate how best 
to lift and divide perennials. Plus, a 
third trip to South Africa. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. Jason 
Mohammad introduces coverage 
of the third and final session on 
day eight at the Crucible Theatre in 
Sheffield, where another two 
second-round matches are set to 
take place, including one to a 
conclusion, as the race to reach 
the quarter-finals continues. The 
commentary team includes Dennis 
Taylor and Terry Griffiths. 

8.00 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring and the 
platoon are assigned to guard a 
vital telephone line through the 
night, but wake to find an 
unexploded bomb caught in the 
wires. (R) 

8.30 Gallipoli: When Murdoch Went to 
War. Docu-drama telling the story 
behind journalist Keith Murdoch’s 
letter to the leaders of Australia 
and Great Britain in 1915 that 
exposed the realities of the 
Gallipoli campaign. 

9.30 Ql XL. Stephen Fry hosts an 
extended edition of the quiz, 
finding out what Sara Pascoe, Jack 
Whitehall, David Mitchell and Alan 
Davies know about such topics as 
knees and knockers. (R) 

10.15 Film: Up in the Air. (2009) A 
corporate downsizing expert finds 
his emotionally detached lifestyle 
under threat from an executive 
with revolutionary ideas. Comedy 
drama, with George Clooney. 

12.00 Snooker: The World 
Championship. 12.50 Snooker: World 
Championship Extra. 2.50 Sign Zone: 
Antiques Roadshow. (R) 3.50 The Truth 
About Fat. (R) 4.50 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 

Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 

(R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.35 Hulk and the 
Agents of Smash. 8.00 Thunderbirds Are 
Go. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 10.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.35 Doc Martin. (R) 2.35 Film: 
Housesitter. (1992) Romantic comedy, 
starring Steve Martin and Goldie Hawn. 

4.35 Tipping Point. (R) 5.35 Regional 
Programme. 5.45 ITV News; Weather. 
6.00 New You’ve Been Framed! 

Yearbook. Harry Hill looks at a 
typical year in the life of a You’ve 
Been Framed! star, taking in all the 
major events in the calendar, from 
Pancake Day disasters to chaotic 
Christmases. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Contenders 
from across the nation test their 
strength, speed and courage in the 
third heat of the obstacle-course 
challenge, all hoping to progress 
to the semi-finals. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. Ant and Dec 

present the third audition show, as 
the judges - Simon Cowell, David 
Walliams, Amanda Holden and 
Alesha Dixon - hope to uncover 
more of the nation’s talent. 

Queuing up to take the stage, acts 
of all ages and abilities are 
determined to prove they are 
worthy of the £250,000 cash prize 
and a slot at this year’s Royal 
Variety Performance, but while 
some of them will be deserving, 
others will undoubtedly hear the 
dreaded sound of the red buzzers 
just seconds into their 
performance. 

9.15 Play to the Whistle. Captains 
Bradley Walsh and Frank Lampard 
are joined by guests including 
Harry Redknapp, Alex Brooker and 
Piers Morgan. Holly Willoughby 
hosts the sports-based comedy 
panel show. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Film: Inside Man. (2006) A 
negotiator deals with a hostage 
crisis at a bank, but a political fixer 
is sent to make sure secrets in the 
vault stay hidden. Thriller, starring 
Denzel Washington. 

12.35 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. 6.40 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 7.05 FIM 
Superbike World Championship. 7.30 
The Grid. 8.00 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Frasier. (R) 11.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.30 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD. (R) 1.25 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Sandown Park, Haydock 
Park and Ripon. 4.15 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.10 The Simpsons. (R) 5.45 
The Simpsons. (R) 

6.10 The Simpsons. Bart decides to 
steal a kiss from his crush at 
school after taking advice from 
Grampa, but the plan backfires. 
With the guest voices of Angela 
Bassett and Sarah Silverman. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 For the Love of Cars. Life on Mars 
star Philip Glenister and renowned 
car designer Ant Anstead take 
another trip around the barns and 
lock-ups of Britain, returning 
classic motors to their former 
glory. They begin in Hertfordshire 
with an Aston Martin DBS - the 
model driven by George Lazenby 
in the Bond film On Her Majesty’s 
Secret Service. Over 10 weeks, 
they complete the bare metal 
restoration before the vehicle is 
sold at auction, and Philip gets to 
experience Roger Moore’s DBS 
from the cult 1970s show The 
Persuaders. (R) 

8.00 The World’s Most Extreme. The 

10 most dangerous roads on the 
planet, featuring mayhem caught 
on camera in Russia, avalanches 
in the US and truck-driving 
nightmares in the Australian 
Outback. Previously seen on 
More4. 

9.00 Film: Paul. (2011) An alien held 
captive in a top-secret American 
military base escapes and hides 
out in the van of two English 
comic-book geeks on a tour of 
UFO hotspots. The wisecracking 
extraterrestrial enlists the duo’s 
help in getting back to his 
spaceship, but they are soon 
pursued by government agents 
and unwittingly become 
kidnappers. Sci-fi comedy, 
starring Simon Pegg. 

11.05 Film: Role Models. (2008) 

1.05 The Last Leg. (R) 2.00 Alan Carr: 
Chatty Man. (R) 2.55 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.00 
Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Access. 10.45 
Ice Road Truckers. (R) 11.40 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 12.35 Ice Road Truckers. 
(R) 1.35 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 2.30 
Police Interceptors. (R) 3.30 Film: 
Columbo: An Exercise in Fatality. (1974) 
Crime drama, starring Peter Falk and 
Robert Conrad. 5.30 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

6.25 Britain’s Horror Homes. A woman 
from the Norfolk village of 
Happisburgh whose house had to 
be demolished after coastal 
erosion left it suspended in mid-air 
on the edge of a cliff. (R) 

7.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
High Court enforcement officers 
Paul and Steve make an 
extraordinary discovery inside a 
locked bedroom, and immediately 
call for police back-up. Brian and 
Graham head to Swindon Town 
football club to recover a debt, 
while Paul and Ben have difficulty 
evicting a couple from a house in 
Kent after learning they have six 
children and nowhere else to go. 

(R) 

8.15 5 News Weekend. 

8.20 NCIS. Against his better 

judgement, Gibbs comes out of 
retirement to help Fornell and his 
daughter by reopening the case of 
an escaped convict who is putting 
their lives in danger. (R) 

9.10 NCIS. A missing Navy lieutenant’s 
car is found covered in blood, and 
the team discovers she had been 
profiling men to find the perfect 
partner. When further 
investigations reveal she had 
planned to attend a seminar at a 
local hotel, Ziva goes undercover 
in a bid to find out more. 
Meanwhile, Jenny makes Tony a 
secret offer. (R) 

10.10CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 

A car that used to belong to a 
murderer is being sold off at a 
convention dedicated to serial 
killer memorabilia when the body 
of an auction house employee is 
discovered inside. 

11.05 Law & Order: Special Victims 
Unit. Stabler and Tutuola link an 
artist’s death to a similar murder - 
but another detective is assigned 
to the case and does all he can to 
exclude them from the 
investigation. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Psychopath: 
The Devil’s Disciple. (R) 4.00 Family 
Secrets & Lies. (R) 4.50 Make It Big. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes - Not in 3D 

7.25 Top Gear 8.25 Don’t Tell the Bride 

9.25 Tatau 10.10 Happy Valley 11.10 
Family Guy 12.40 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 1.10 Tatau 1.50 Killer Magic 2.20 
Some Girls 3.50 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 Ice Age Giants 8.00 Wild China 9.00 
Inspector Montalbano 10.55 The Kate 
Bush Story: Running Up That Hill 11.55 
Kate Bush at the BBC 12.55 Top of the 
Pops: 1980 1.30 Sounds of the Eighties 
2.00 Let’s Have a Party! The Piano 
Genius of Mrs Mills 3.00 Wild China 4.00 
Close 
ITV2 

12.20 Britain’s Got More Talent 1.25 
Darcy Oake: Edge of Reality 2.25 
Catchphrase 3.05 People Do the Funniest 
Things 4.05 Mr Bean 5.15 Film: The Vow 
(2012) 7.25 Film: Stormbreaker (2006) 

9.15 Britain’s Got More Talent 10.20 
Celebrity Juice 11.05 Britain’s Got Talent 
12.20 Britain’s Got More Talent 1.20 
Hell’s Kitchen 2.10 Crazy Beaches 2.30 
Life’s Funniest Moments 2.55 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.25 Wycliffe 12.40 Film: The Queen 
(2006) 2.40 Inspector Morse 4.55 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 7.00 Doc Martin 
8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 Inspector Morse 
12.20 A Touch of Frost 2.20 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.30 Pawn Stars 1.20 British Superbike 
Championship Highlights 2.25 British 
Touring Car Championship Highlights 

3.55 Film: Smokey and the Bandit II 
(1980) 6.00 Storage Wars: Texas 7.00 
Shed and Buried 8.00 Film: Dr No (1962) 

10.15 Film: The Kingdom (2007) 12.30 
Film: Sneakers (1992) 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.30 Baby Daddy 12.30 How I Met Your 
Mother 1.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 1.55 
Film: Star Trek: Insurrection (1998) 4.00 
Made in Chelsea 5.00 Jane the Virgin 
6.00 The Big Bang Theory 10.00 Film: 
Scary Movie (2000) 11.45 Rude Tube 
12.50 Bodyshockers: Nips, Tucks and 
Tattoos 1.55 The 100 2.45 How I Met 
Your Mother 3.30 Marry Me 3.55 
Rude(ish) Tube 4.45 Make It or Break It 
Film4 

11.00 Destination Gobi (1953) 1.00 Dear 
John (2010) 3.05 Bugsy Malone (1976) 

4.55 Meet Dave (2008) 6.45 The Women 
(2008) 9.00 Colombiana (2011) 11.10 
The Hole (2009) 1.00 Sliver (1993) 3.15 
Close 



“I switched and saved almost £300” 


Sign up to Dudley's Big Switch to save 


The Big Switch aims to get the very best home energy deals for local people. 

TTU1 


It’s free to register and there’s no obligation to switch, yoi 


Simply call Dudley Council Plus on 0300 555 2345 


Register by 18 May 2015 


p,. . _j | : Or, you can also register online and find out more 

y,M,yjS,y information at www.dudley.gov.uk/bigswitch 
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CHOICE 



Eleanor Tomlinson 


Poldark 
(BBC1,9pm) 

He stands up for the poor, he’s 
won the hearts of the viewers, 
and he’s very handy with a 
scythe, but it seems even Ross 
Poldark can’t make a go of the 
Carnmore smelting company. 

Its collapse is good news for 
George, whose own business 
interests are doing so well, 
he can even afford to swan 
around on a new boat. However, 
it’s Ross’s turn to feel smug 
when the vessel is wrecked 
upon the rocks, right in looting 
distance of the poor... 
Meanwhile, Dwight deals 
with his guilt by throwing 
himself into his work, and 
there’s plenty to keep him 
occupied thanks to an outbreak 
of ‘putrid throat’. Demelza is 
keen to do her bit as well, but in 
the process she puts herself 
and babyJulia in danger. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

Athletics: London Marathon. 2.30 

Sunday Politics. 3.45 Points of View. 

4.00 The Truth About Your Medicine 

Cabinet. (R) 5.00 Songs of Praise - 

School Choir of the Year. 5.45 Pointless 

Celebrities. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. John Craven and Ellie 
Harrison are in the Peak District, 
where motor neurone sufferer Roy 
Taylor reveals his work for the 
RSPB and his aim to make the 
countryside accessible to all. 
There’s a 50th anniversary 
celebration of the National Search 
and Rescue Dog Association, and 
a visit to a working hill farm where 
disabled and disadvantaged young 
people get to connect with nature. 
Anita Rani finds out how the 
Pennine Way has changed in the 
half-century since its creation, and 
Tom Heap asks what can be done 
to prevent the rise of hayfever in 
the UK. Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
and the team pay a second visit to 
Lowther Castle in Cumbria, where 
items include an army of Action 
Man figures, a “skeletonised” 
pendulum wall clock from the 
1870s, a working child-sized car 
from the 1930s and a ring 
containing a gem that may or may 
not be worth a small fortune. 
There’s also an insight into Beatrix 
Potter’s scientific watercolours of 
woodland plants and animals - 
and her controversial work on the 
sex life of fungi. 

9.00 Poldark. Ross is forced to close 
the company, so George 
celebrates by buying a new ship - 
but his enemy soon gets revenge. 
Demelza returns when disease hits 
Trenwith. Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Arsenal v Chelsea at the Emirates 
Stadium and Everton v 
Manchester United. 

11 .35 Film: Snake Eyes. (1998) Thriller, 
starring Nicolas Cage. 

1.10 Film: It’s a Boy Girl Thing. (2006) 

2.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.40 

BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 The Football League Show. (R) 7.30 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.00 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.30 Athletics: 
London Marathon. 10.00 Live Snooker: 
The World Championship. 12.15 M0TD2 
Extra. 1.00 Triathlon. 2.00 Live Snooker: 
The World Championship. The afternoon 
session on day nine at the Crucible 
Theatre in Sheffield. 

6.00 Athletics: London Marathon - 
Highlights. Helen Skelton 
introduces action from one of the 
world’s most prestigious road 
races, as elite athletes and fun- 
runners negotiated the 26.2-mile 
course. 

7.00 Live Snooker: The World 

Championship. Coverage of the 
evening’s play on day nine at the 
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, 
featuring the second sessions of 
two matches in the second round. 
All four players will return to the 
arena tomorrow afternoon to 
conclude these fixtures, with 
former champion Shaun Murphy 
and 2011 runner-up Judd Trump 
among those expected to be 
involved. Presented by Jason 
Mohammad, with the commentary 
including Ken Doherty, Willie 
Thorne and Stephen Hendry. 

8.10 Coast Australia. The team heads 
to the northern tip of Queensland 
to explore the Torres Strait Islands, 
with Tim Flannery visiting the spot 
where James Cook claimed 
Australia for Great Britain. 

9.00 Hunters of the South Seas. Will 
Millard heads to the Indonesian 
village of Lamalera, where the 
locals have survived for centuries 
by hunting manta rays, dolphins, 
sharks and whales. 

10.00 Britain’s Biggest Diamond Heist? 
The Inside Story. Declan Lawn 
takes a journey into Britain’s 
criminal underworld in search of 
the secrets behind the raid carried 
out over the Easter weekend in 
London’s Hatton Garden. 

10.30 W1 A. The return of the spoof 
documentary. The team prepares 
for a visit by Prince Charles, and 
Siobhan is tasked with updating the 
BBC’s Wimbledon coverage. (R) 

11.30 Snooker: The World 
Championship. Highlights of the 
concluding session on day nine. 

12.20 Snooker: World Championship 
Extra. 2.20 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 

3.15 Holby City. (R) 4.15 The Ladykillers: 
Pest Detectives. (R) 5.15 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 

Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 

(R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 Fort Boyard 
Ultimate Challenge. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 

12.30 ITV News. 12.35 Tipping Point. 

(R) 1.35 All Star Family Fortunes. (R) 

2.40 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 3.55 Doc 
Martin. (R) 5.55 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 

6.50 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 ITV News; Weather. 

7.15 Celebrity Squares. Shooting Stars 
duo Vic Reeves and Bob Mortimer, 
footballer Rachel Yankey, 
comedian and actor Marek 
Larwood, Loose Women panellist 
Sherrie Hewson, writer and 
actress Jessica Hynes, funnyman 
Chris Ramsey and King of the 
Jungle 2014 Carl Fogarty join 
regulars Tim Vine and Joe 
Wilkinson in the grid, helping 
contestants win cash prizes. 
Warwick Davis hosts the Noughts 
and Crosses-based game show. 

8.00 Vera. When dock worker Owen 
Thorne plunges from the roof of a 
multi-storey car park while picking 
up his daughter from her school 
prom, Vera immediately detects 
foul play. The team soon discovers 
a work dispute over the death of a 
young man, with everyone 
believing Owen was to blame, and 
the victim’s father admits he 
wanted revenge - but his alibi 
holds. The mystery then continues 
when Vera spots an inconsistency 
in the statement Owen’s wife gave 
to the police, suggesting she’s not 
certain of her husband’s fidelity. 
Last in the series. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Perspectives: Len Goodman-For 
the Love of Fred Astaire. The 
Strictly Come Dancing judge 
travels across America exploring 
the extraordinary life of his hero, 
finding out how and why Astaire 
became one of the world’s greatest 
movers. 

11.15Premiership Rugby Union. 

Highlights of the latest top-flight 
fixtures, which included 
Northampton Saints v Saracens. 

12.15 The Store. 2.30 Motorsport UK. 

3.30 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.20 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.05 
Volkswagen Racing Cup. 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Sunday Brunch. 
12.00 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. 
(R) 1.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.25 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.20 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.50 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

3.50 A Place in the Sun: Home or Away. 

4.50 Film: ParaNorman. (2012) 
Premiere. Animated adventure, with the 
voice of Kodi Smit-McPhee. 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Three in a Bed. Tax accountant 
Vincent Frostick hosts the first 
visit in another three-part contest, 
inviting two other hotelier couples 
to stay at the three-star Don 
Guesthouse, run by his formidable 
81-year-old mother Irene in 
Snowdonia’s historic mining town 
of Blaenau Ffestiniog. Next up are 
Cath Robertson and Dave 
Redfearn, who hope the decadent 
decor of the Graydon Hotel in 
Blackpool will impress their fellow 
competitors. Finally, Jayne Little 
and Michael Haymes round off the 
competition by bringing their 
rivals to the eco-friendly Blackburn 
Lodge on the Scottish Borders, 
and the B&B owners convene one 
last time to reveal which of their 
venues was considered to be the 
most impressive. 

8.00 For the Love of Cars. Philip 
Glenister fulfils a dream to drive 
some of Britain’s most iconic 
police cars, as he and Ant Anstead 
restore a Rover SD1 and push a 
1959 Daimler Dart to the limit. 

9.00 Film: The Impossible. (2012) 
Premiere. A British family spends 
Christmas in Thailand, only to get 
caught up in the 2004 tsunami. 
While his mother lies injured in 
hospital, the eldest son ventures 
into the ensuing chaos to search 
for his father and younger 
brothers, whom he was separated 
from during the crisis. Drama, 
with Naomi Watts. 

11.15 Film: Whiteout. (2009) A US 
marshal stationed in Antarctica 
investigates a murder, uncovering 
the dark secret behind a plane 
crash 50 years earlier. Thriller, 
starring Kate Beckinsale. 

1.05 Film: Kali Salwaar. (2002) 3.05 
Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 3.15 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.30 Jamie’s Money 
Saving Meals. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.15 Milkshake! 
Bop Box. (R) 6.20 Angelina Ballerina. (R) 

6.35 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 7.00 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 7.10 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 7.15 Roobarb 
and Custard Too. (R) 7.20 Make Way for 
Noddy. (R) 7.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.45 
Little Princess. (R) 8.00 Wanda and the 
Alien. (R) 8.10 Mio Mao. (R) 8.15 Zack 
and Quack. 8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.40 Milkshake! Show 
Songs. (R) 8.45 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.00 
LazyTown. (R) 9.30 Dora and Friends. 

(R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
(R) 10.35 Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 

10.50 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 11.50 The 
Hotel Inspector. (R) 12.50 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 1.50 Film: James and the 
Giant Peach. (1996) Children’s fantasy, 
with Paul Terry. 3.20 Film: Sabrina the 
Teenage Witch. (1996) Supernatural 
comedy, starring Melissa Joan Hart. 5.10 
5 News Weekend. 5.15 Film: Labyrinth. 
(1986) Fantasy adventure, starring 
Jennifer Connelly and David Bowie. 

7.15 Film: Ace Ventura: When Nature 
Calls. (1995) The eccentric pet 
detective is coaxed out of self- 
imposed exile in a Buddhist 
monastery to visit Africa and help 
search for a sacred white bat. 
However, his unique investigative 
talents are tested to the limits as 
he faces a race against time to find 
the missing creature and prevent a 
tribal war. Comedy sequel, starring 
Jim Carrey, Simon Callow and Bob 
Gunton. Edited for language and 
sexual content. 

9.00 Film: The Last Stand. (2013) 
Premiere. Disgraced narcotics cop 
Ray Owens retires into a quiet life 
as sheriff of a small town on the 
Mexican border. He gets the 
chance to prove his worth as a law 
enforcer when a drug lord escapes 
from prison and tries to flee the 
country-with his escape route 
taking him through Ray’s 
jurisdiction. Action thriller, starring 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, Johnny 
Knoxville and Forest Whitaker. 

11.30 Film: Navy Seals. (1990) The US 
Navy’s elite commando force 
embarks on a covert mission to 
recover stolen missiles from 
terrorists in Beirut. Action 
adventure, starring Charlie Sheen 
and Michael Biehn. 

1.45 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 
Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 

5.40 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.00 Film: Indiana Jones 
and the Last Crusade (1989) 10.00 Tatau 
10.45 Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 

11.55 Family Guy 12.15 Tatau 12.55 
Killer Magic 1.25 The Cannabis 
Smugglers: Stacey Dooley Investigates 
2.25 Vodka Diaries 2.50 Tatau 3.30 Killer 
Magic 4.00 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 10 Things You Didn’t Know About 
Avalanches 8.00 Antigone 9.30 Film: 
Renoir (2012) 11.15 Tales from the Tour 
Bus: Rock ’n’ Roll on the Road 12.15 The 
Old Grey Whistle Test: 70s Gold 1.45 BBC 
Young Dancer 2015 2.45 10 Things You 
Didn’t Know About Avalanches 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

12.10 Take Me Out 1.20 Scorpion 2.15 
Film: Homeward Bound: The Incredible 
Journey (1993) 3.55 Film: Scooby-Doo 
(2002) 5.45 Britain’s Got Talent 7.00 
Britain’s Got More Talent 8.00 You’ve 
Been Framed! AtoZ of Growing Up 9.00 
Film: Rush Hour (1998) 11.00 Film: The 
Bourne Supremacy (2004) 1.10 Mom 

1.55 Life’s Funniest Moments 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11 . 10 A Touch of Frost 1.25 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 3.30 Film: The Secret 
of My Success (1987) 5.40 Inspector 
Morse 8.00 When Kate Met William: A 
Tale of Two Lives 9.00 Kate Middleton: 
Heir We Go Again 10.00 Film: Elizabeth: 
The Golden Age (2007) 12.20 Film: The 
Elephant Man (1980) 2.35 Judge Judy 

3.15 ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

11.30 Counting Cars 12.25 Pawn Stars 

2.40 Film: Smokey and the Bandit II 
(1980) 4.45 Film: Tobruk (1967) 7.00 
Paula Radcliffe: Sports Life Stories 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: The 
Interpreter (2005) 11.35 Film: The Killer 
Inside Me (2010) 1.45 Whisker Wars 

2.35 Nitro Circus 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 Made in Chelsea 1.00 Revenge 
2.00 Jane the Virgin 3.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.00 The Goldbergs 5.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Film: Percy Jackson & 
the Lightning Thief (2010) 10.20 Virtually 
Famous 11.05 Film: The Change-Up 
(2011) 1.20 The 100 2.20 2 Broke Girls 

2.50 Rules of Engagement 
Film4 

1.00 Lemony Snicket’s A Series of 
Unfortunate Events (2004) 3.05 True Grit 
(1969) 5.45 The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button (2008) 9.00 Knight and 
Day (2010) 11.10 The Paperboy (2012) 

1.15 A Mighty Heart (2007) 3.30 Close 
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T Wall Kingswinford 

High Street 
West Midlands 

01384 288 333 

www.twallvauxhall.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House 

47 High Street 
West Midlands 

01384 447 970 

www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 



Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall 
car range (excluding Ampera): Urban 12.7 (22.3) to 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban 23.9 (11.8) to 94.2 (3.0), Combined 18.0 (15.7) to 88.3 
(3.2). C0 2 emissions 373 to 85g/km. 

Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non¬ 
technical factors. Vehicles shown for illustrative purposes only, and may be fitted with optional equipment (at extra cost). Brilliant paint, metallic or 
pearlescent two-coat paint and parking distance sensors included with each lease. Tri-coat premium paint available at extra cost. The facilities offered are 
for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876). 
City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HB. Offer valid 1 April-30 June 2015. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility 
Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate Mobility Component of the Personal Independence Payment, the War Pensioners' 
Mobility Supplement or the Armed Forces Independence Payment which will be taken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Full written details, including terms 
and conditions, are available on request. All information correct at time of going to press. 



Discover and explore Costa Rica, one of the 
world’s most breathtaking natural treasure-troves. 
From the spectacular wildlife to the wonders of the 
Caribbean rainforest and the Pacific’s blue waters, 
a trip to this tropical paradise is truly magnificent. 

San Jose, the cosmopolitan capital, is where the adventure 
begins. Travel from here through jungle landscapes towards 
the very edge of the Caribbean Sea to reach Tortuguero 
National Park. 

Two nights are spent in the Mawamba Lodge in the heart of 
this exotic haven. The area is a ribbon of thick rainforest 
criss-crossed by canals and waterways, and home to land 
turtles, languid manatees, sloths, caimans and crocodiles. 


Costa Rica 

- Nature’s paradise 


Journey through the rainforest and across the lowlands to La 
Fortuna, and see the famous Arenal volcano that erupted 
spectacularly in 1968. The area is also famous for its hot 
springs and thermal baths - so take the opportunity to enjoy a 
visit to the Eco Termales springs. 

Drive round the northern tip of the Tilaran cordillera on the 
stunning ‘Highway to Heaven’ to idyllic Monteverde set 
amongst lush forests. 

Travel down to the central Pacific Coast, and spend three days 
in a luxury hotel, near to the stunning Manuel Antonio National 
Park, the perfect background for rest and relaxation. 

The final night is spent in San Jose, calling en route at the 
crafts town of Sarchi, where local crafts-folk vie to sell 
souvenirs from ‘Nature’s Paradise’. 


FROM £1,999* 

13 days various departure dates 
PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return flights 

• Coach travel throughout overseas 

• Eleven nights bed and breakfast 
accommodation 

• Five lunches and three dinners, including 
the floating restaurant dinner in Tortuguero 

• Included excursions 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

• Variable according to departure date - please 

go to website for latest prices and availability 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays 
(ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


For a brochure please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions J 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Unforgiven, Channel 5,11pm 

Two notorious gunslingers come out of retirement to 
help a young assassin collect the $1,000 bounty on 
the heads of a pair of cowboys who attacked and 
mutilated a prostitute in the backwoods town of Big 
Whiskey. The local sheriff, however, has no intention 
of letting the pair impinge on his own authority. Oscar- 
winning Western, starring Clint Eastwood. (1992) 

TUESDAY 

Ghost Town, BBC1,11.50pm 

A bad-tempered dentist has a near-death experience 
and finds himself able to see ghosts. He is irritated to 
find all the spirits want him to sort out their unresolved 
problems from when they were alive, particularly a 
man who wants the grouchy dentist to stop his widow 
from remarrying. Comedy, starring Ricky Gervais, 

Greg Kinnear and Tea Leoni. (2008) 

WEDNESDAY 

Jindabyne, BBC1,11.30pm 

Four men on a fishing trip discover the body of 
a murdered Aboriginal girl, but decide not to contact 
the police until after returning home days later. 
However, when the news breaks in their small town, 
they are ostracised by the community, and one of their 
wives becomes obsessed with making amends. 
Drama, starring Gabriel Byrne and Laura Linney. 
(2006) 



THURSDAY 

Carry On Again Doctor, ITV, 11.50pm 

A disgraced surgeon sets up a clinic in the hope of 
promoting a supposedly miraculous slimming potion 
made from secret ingredients discovered on a remote 
tropical island. Comedy, starring Sid James, Kenneth 
Williams, Jim Dale and Joan Sims. (1969) 

FRIDAY 

Senna, ITV, 10.40pm 

Documentary about the life of Brazilian Formula One 
driver Ayrton Senna, examining his achievements on 
the track over a 10-year period that saw him crowned 
world champion three times, until his death in a crash 
during the 1994 San Marino Grand Prix. (2010) 


Peter's on the road to a 
journey of self-discovery 


eter Kay is back! For many 
moons, he was regarded as 
Britain’s premier comedian, the 
heir to the northern comedy crown 
once worn by the likes of Morecambe 
and Wise and Les Dawson. 

He started his showbusiness career 
in stand-up after enrolling on a media 
performance course at Salford 
University. Then, in 1996, after 
appearing at various local clubs, 
he was encouraged to enter the 
North-west Comedian of the Year 
contest, which he won. A year 
later, he also triumphed at Edinburgh’s 
So You Think You’re Funny 
competition. 

Despite missing out on the Perrier 
Award in 1998, Kay’s star was rising 
and by 2000, he was appearing 
regularly on TV. 

The mockumentary The Services 
went down a storm and led to That 
Peter Kay Thing, which was followed 
by the mighty Phoenix Nights. For 
many, that remains the peak of his 
career to date, and was recently 
revived via a charity stage version 
which featured much of the original 
cast. 


Like many comics, Kay is a keen 
people-watcher, and uses quirky 
moments he’s observed in his work; 
it’s something he started back when 
he was working in dead-end jobs 
before fame called. 

“When I was working, I would 
write down lots of things that were 
funny - things managers would say 
and phrases they’d use that stood 
out, and stories about what 
happened,” he reveals. 

Perhaps that’s where the germ of 
the idea that grew into his latest 
project, Car Share, came from. It’s 
similar in tone to the aforementioned 
That Peter Kay Thing, with a 
soupcon of Phoenix Nights thrown 
in for good measure - basically, it’s 
a sitcom based around characters 
thrown together by their jobs. 

BBC iPlayer users had the 
opportunity of watching Car Share 
early when it appeared on the 
catch-up service last week. But 
there’s something more special 
about seeing it on TV - anything 
new featuring Kay feels like an event 
worth sitting down with friends or 
family to view. 


Kay himself stars as John, a 
supermarket worker who begins 
commuting with colleague Kayleigh 
(Sian Gibson) thanks to a company 
car-share initiative. 

‘To be finally working with the 
BBC on a new comedy is a 
great opportunity,” says Kay, 
whose previous work has been 
broadcast by Channel 4. ‘And 
the idea of two people car 
sharing to work each day really 
appealed to me, as it highlights the 
comedy in the minutiae of the daily 
trek and allows the spiralling 
conversations of life to unwind in all 
of their glory.” 

Each of John and Kayleigh’s six 
journeys reveal something different 
about their private lives - but will 
they get along? 

A sat-nav disaster means the first 
trip doesn’t get off to a good start, 
and to make matters worse, 
Kayleigh makes her mark as soon 
as she gets into John’s car - what 
could have been a beautiful 
friendship may have been ruined 
before it’s had a chance to get off 
the ground. 




Peter Kay’s Car Share, Wednesday, BBC1,9.30pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
The Gadget Show 
Channel 5,7pm 

Jason Bradbury and Amy Williams head to 
Shakespeare’s home town of Stratford-upon-Avon, 
but they’re not on the trail of a Bard-related gadget. 
Instead, they’re putting some of the craziest new 
vehicles through the paces, including off-road trainers 
and horse racing simulators - but which will come out 
on top? Meanwhile, Jon Bentley is in calmer mode as 
he compares the merits of an entry-level DSLR with 
the latest mirrorless camera by taking snaps at a 
classic car event. Former world superbike champ 
Carl Fogarty tries out the latest in motorbike 
technology, while Ortis Deley travels to another far- 
flung destination, where he pushes VideoRay, an 
underwater remotely operated vehicle, to its limits. 

Gotham 
Channel 5,9pm 

Gordon investigates Loeb’s past after the sudden 
release of Arnold Flass, and has to ask Cobblepot 
for a favour to find out more about the suspicious 
death of the commissioner’s wife. Meanwhile, Alfred 
recovers from the attack in hospital, but is evasive 
when questioned by detectives about the identity of 
his assailant, while Fish Mooney earns a promotion 
after impressing the founder of the institution where 


she is being held. Crime thriller, starring Ben 
McKenzie, Jada Pinkett Smith and Sean Pertwee. 

TUESDAY 
24 Hours in the Past 
BBC1, 9pm 

The Beeb has described this new, four-part 
programme as a “dirty, smelly, immersive history 
series.” What’s more, it features celebrities, so it 
should attract viewers who enjoy a wide variety of 
genres, including reality shows, historical 
documentaries and social drama. Fi Glover will host 
the series, while historian Ruth Goodman oversees 
the proceedings. Ex-political Ann Widdecombe, 
presenter Miquita Oliver, retired athlete Colin 
Jackson, actress Zoe Lucker, comedian Alistair 
McGowan and Outnumbered’s Tyger Drew- 
Honey are the famous faces who give up 
all mod cons to spend four days in four 
different environments, learning what it 
was like to be working class during the 
Victorian period. 

WEDNESDAY 
First Dates 
Channel 4,10pm 

Former model Joe knows 
exactly how to charm, but he 


finds himself working for the affections of 
personal shopper Nicole. Devout Christian 
Tawanda gets to know Marvin, a Trevor Nelson 
doppelganger, while Essex girl Sian is on the 
hunt for her dream man - and Londoner Tom 
ticks all the right boxes. There’s a linguistic battle 
of wits between Irish fashionista Laura 
k and her date Frankie, with 
^ explosive results, and confident 
| Charlie hopes to right his 
/ previous relationship wrongs as 
i he meets one-time ballet dancer 
f Nelly. Last in the series. 


THURSDAY 

The Mentalist: The Last 
M , Ever Episode 

Channel 5,10pm 

Feature-length episode 
bringing the curtain 
down on the American 
crime drama. The hunt 
for the serial killer 
continues and when a 
appeal for 
witnesses 
yields no 




results, Jane reluctantly agrees to masquerade as 
a renowned psychic and be used as bait in an 
attempt to lure out the murderer. As he is leaving a 
studio after an appearance on a TV news 
programme, Jane’s car is rammed and he is 
knocked unconscious - waking up to find himself 
shackled to a table. Simon Baker and Robin 
Tunney star. Last in the series. 

FRIDAY 

The Clare Balding Show 
BBC2,10pm 

The weekend alarm goes off and Clare Balding is 
hosting her Radio 2 show. You pop The One Show 
on later in the week and she’s promoting this series. 
Yes, when it comes to ubiquity, Clare is more 
omnipresent than Ant and Dec combined it seems. 
But can she break the curse that befell Gaby Roslin 
and Davina McCall in the past: sustaining a prime 
time female-hosted chat show? Well, it may take at 
least one series to iron out the wrinkles. Talking of 
which, this week she’s joined by a man who loves 
nothing more than such crease-reducing 
shenanigans: Chris Eubank. The former world 
champion boxer and his son Chris Jr, currently the 
WBA interim world middleweight title-holder, 
discuss their professional and personal lives. Top 
tips on ironing welcome, Chris. 



ICELAND - Reykjavik 
and the Northern Lights 


Enjoy a break with a difference and fly to the ‘Land of Fire and Ice’ to discover and explore one of Europe’s most 
surprising cities, together with its warm and welcoming atmosphere and glaciated landscapes of smouldering 
volcanoes, plunging waterfalls and spouting geysers. 


FROM £529* 

Four or five days departing from 





The fascinating city of Reyjavik with its 
brightly painted wooden buildings stand 
out in sharp contrast to the stunning 
beauty of its setting of water, ice and lava 
fields. With a host of restaurants, bars, 
cafes and shops selling goods that are no 
longer eye-wateringly expensive, justifies 
its claim to be amongst Europe’s most 
‘happening’ cities. 

Get acquainted with the surroundings on 
a guided tour. Amongst the highlights will 
be the extraordinary ‘Pearl’, a collection of 
disused water tanks now crowned with a 
glass dome and a viewing platform offering 
stunning views of the city and harbour. 

See the Presidential Residence in its 
idyllic shoreside setting at Bessastaoir, 
and the brightly coloured fishing town 
of Hafnarfjord, as well as the Lutheran 
Cathedral, the Houses of Parliament and 
the towering Hallgrim’s Church. 


Join the optional Golden Circle tour to 
explore Thingvellir, a great lava arena 
deep in the Continental Rift valley. Take 
in the active geothermal area site where 
the ‘original’ Geysir is now all but extinct, 
but where its neighbour Strokkur spouts 
impressively. The day ends with a visit to 
the stunning Gullfoss waterfall and the 
Frioheimar greenhouse cultivation centre 
where produce is grown with the aid of 
georthermal heat. 

For many, the highlight of the trip will be a 
journey out of the city in search of sighting 
the fabled Aurora Borealis, the Northern 
Lights, if lucky enough to view them, they 
are a neverto- be-forgotten sight. 

The five-day break alternative ends 
with an optional excursion to the world- 
famous ‘Blue Lagoon’ outdoor spa, whose 
mineralladen waters are recognised for 
their health-giving properties. 


November 2015 to March 2016 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return flights 

• Return airport to hotel transfers 

• Three or four nights bed and 
breakfast accommodation 

• Guided tour of Reykjavik 

• Optional and included excursions 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

• variable according to departure date — please go 
to website for the latest prices and availability 

Organised by Newmarket Holidays 
(ABTA V7812, AT0L 2325) 


For a brochure please call the Promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm), or go to 
expressandstar.com/starextratravel. Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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thefastticket 


PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM N0.322 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


R 

2 

E 

3 

B 

J 

H 

6 

G 

8 

F 

9 

Y 

10 

Z 

C 

12 

U 

13 

K 

V 

15 

S 

16 

X 

A 

18 

W 

19 

L 

20 

T 

21 

O 

22 

N 

23 

Q 

24 

P 

25 

M 

26 

D 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Odd sort of brazier 


(7) 

7. Figures that have to 
be filled (5) 

9. Highest tree by the 
way (5) 

10. Taxi I catch under 
the Prime Minister’s 
direction (7) 

12. How troops may 
advance knowl¬ 
edge? (11) 

14. Very good quality, 
this! (11) 

18. Note recorded as 
beaten (7) 

19. A fibre preparation, 
not long-lasting (5) 

21. Leaves with all 
debts settled (5) 

22. One youngster was 
bold enough to 
sling him out! (7) 


Down 

1. Stiff attire I’d put on 
(5) 

2. Hand over and die 
(4,2) 

3. Merry-hearted lapse 
from virtue (3) 

4. Vote is for Russian 
government (6) 

5. Ruler in a temper, 
or so it seems (7) 

8. Object in torn cloth¬ 
ing (7) 

11. They have loads of 
energy (7) 

13. Not to agree to a full 
distribution (4,3) 

15. Things look different 
after dark (6) 

16. Sally from the 
Tories (6) 

17. Mouth a letter (5) 

20. Weed-killer (3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Relate (7) 

7. Cite (5) 

9. Speed (5) 

10. Attendants (7) 
12. Deception (11) 
14. Coiffeur (11) 

18. Go on (7) 

19. Droll (5) 

21. Disdain (5) 

22. Laden (7) 


Down 

1. Postpone (5) 

2. Placard (6) 

3. Writing fluid (3) 

4. Vain (6) 

5. Constant (7) 

8. Ask (7) 

11. Dispute (7) 

13. Whim (7) 

15. Register (6) 

16. Departure (6) 

17. Correct (5) 

20. Skill (3) 
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8 

4 



6 




9 



2 



6 


1 



7 



5 


9 


2 




2 


4 
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8 


7 


3 

9 


4 



2 


8 



9 


8 

2 




4 




1 


3 


9 


6 



Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Husbandman; 7 Rover; 

8 Leisure; 10 Well nigh; 11 Edit; 13 Backer; 

15 Rearer; 17 Airy; 18 Circular; 21 Knights; 22 
Andes; 23 Bluebottle. Down: 1 Hovel; 2 Sprinter; 
3 Allege; 4 Dais; 5 Asunder; 6 Draw a blank; 9 
Enterprise; 12 Penchant; 14 Cordial; 16 Fiasco; 
19 Ledge; 20 Shoe. QUICK - Across: 1 Profes¬ 
sion; 7 Noted; 8 Pointed; 10 Inherent; 11 Boss; 
13 Hearty; 15 Horror; 17 Safe; 18 Increase; 21 
Sublime; 22 Wince; 23 Repeatedly. Down: 1 
Pitch; 2 Obdurate; 3 Expand; 4 Slim; 5 Outdoor; 

6 Antithesis; 9 Disordered; 12 Borrowed; 14 Af¬ 
fable; 16 Intent; 19 Annoy; 20 File. 


1. By what name, meaning ‘our thing’, is 
the mafia known in the US? 

2. Which poet is buried in a country 
churchyard in Stoke Poges? 

3. Whose operas are performed annually 
at Bayreuth? 

4. Which US state has Dover as its 
capital? 

5. Which prime minister became Earl of 
Stockton? 


6. Who was the first Roman emperor? 

7. In which century did the Peasants’ 
Revolt take place? 

8. During which Crimean War Battle did 
the Charge of the Light Brigade take 
place? 

9. In which novel did Sherlock Holmes first 
appear? 

10. What is the lowest-pitched member of 
the violin family? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Tequila; 2 Waterloo; 3 Gold; 4 
Neville Chamberlain; 5 Wars of the Roses; 
6 St Nicholas; 7 Johannesburg; 8 George 
Eliot; 9 Caracas; 10 Sitting Bull. 

Niner: DAVENPORT 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

82354 gives an animal, 

96743 gives another animal, 

143349 gives a third animal. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 



sS?^; ,6v 

* 17 ' n <=h alloys 

F ™ntandrearnZ PU ‘ er 

k ' n3diSt ^ sensors 

SB’.* 9 * 


~»sssr 

(115PS) 

£15,995 

SAVE £2,5^ 


Stourbridge Motor House 
01384 447 970 

www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


47 High Street 
Amblecote 
DY84DG 


. 17 inch alloys 

£ 12,595 £ 5.325 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl.Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 
(3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 


On the road prices include number plates, delivery, Vehicle Excise Duty, first registration fee and VAT. Offers available on orders or registrations between 8 April and 1 July 2015 subject to availability and are available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only). All other sales categories 
are excluded; cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Savings shown are against list price, for details refer to Vauxhall's current price guide. Offers may not apply to all Retailer stocks. UK-supplied vehicles only. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual 
performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
















































































































PROPERTY 


Extended semi-detached 
has landscaped gardens 

TASTEFULLY presented, this three- 
bed semi-detached house in Norton 
Road, Stourbridge has been extend¬ 
ed and has extensive landscaped 
gardens. 

Directly opposite Mary Stevens Park, it is 
for sale through Scriven & Co at £295,000. 

It has a porch, reception hall with herringbone 
pattern block flooring, WC, lounge with a feature 
fireplace, an extended living room with dining 
and sitting areas and French doors, kitchen with 
gas hob, extractor, oven/grill, tall storage unit 
housing fridge and freezer, washing machine, 
dishwasher, breakfast bar. 

There are three bedrooms and a bathroom. 
For further information contact Scriven & Co 
Estate Agents on 0121 4224011 or visit www. 
scriven.co.uk 





Two-bed terraced 
is available to rent 

THIS delightful two-bedroomed terraced 
house in High Street, Wordsley lies in a 
prominent location. 

Having a traditional frontage, it is avail¬ 
able to rent through Town & Country at 
£500 pcm unfurnished. 

With gas central heating, double glazing, 
decked rear garden and gravelled driveway 
affording off road parking it has a lounge 
with a feature fireplace, breakfast kitchen 
with light wood units, oven, hob, extractor 
and under stairs storage. 

There are two bedrooms (one with a 
built-in wardrobe) and a bathroom with a 
white suite and laminate flooring. 

For further details contact Town & Coun¬ 
try on 01384 444855 or visit www.townand- 
countrypropertyservices .co .uk 



Two-bedroom property 
could be ideal first home 



THIS modern two-bed- 
roomed semi-detached 
home in Club Row, Dudley, 
could be ideal for the first 
time buyer. 

It is for sale through Skitts Es¬ 
tate Agents at £119,950 with no 
chain. 

With central heating and double 
glazing it has a porch, entrance hall 
with stairs off, a living room with a 
fire, kitchen with a cooker hood and 
pantry, side room, two bedrooms (one 
with wardrobes) and a bathroom with 
a white suite. There is a garden. 

Contact Skitts on 01902 686868 or 
visit www.skitts.net 







OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


CORPORATION ROAD 


ACACIA CLOSE 


DUDLEY ROAD, 
SEDGLEY, DY3 1TF 

Detached Periodic House 
3 Bed with En-Suite 
Off Street Parking 
Large Garden 


NEW ROAD, 
NETHERTON, DY29AY 

• Four Bed Three Storey Town house 

• 2 Bathrooms 

• 2 Reception Rooms 

• Gas CH & DG 

• EPC tbc 

£725 PCM 


DUDLEY, DY2 7QT 

• 3 Bed Semi 

• Downstairs WC 

• Rear Garden 

• DG & Gas CH 

• EPC D 

£575 PCM 


DUDLEY, DY1 3BP 

• 2 Bed Terrace 

• Off Street Parking 

• Available May 2015 

• Gas CH & DG 

• EPC D 

£550 PCM 

• - 


£900 PCM 


01384 261997 


CASLON CRESCENT, 
STOURBRIDGE, DY8 3EY 

• 1 Bed Flat 

• Ground Floor 

• Rear Garden 

• Gas CH & DG 

• EPC C 

£64,950 


PROPERTIES 


WESLEY CLOSE, OLD 
HILL, B64 4QD 

• 2 Bed Town house 

• Allocated Off street Parking 

• Enclosed Rear Garden 

• DG & Gas CH 

• EPC C 

£575 PCM 


vvww.ga nd t p rope r t ies.co. u k 


FOXDALE DRIVE 
BRIERLEY HILL, DY5 3GY 

•4 Bed Town House 

•Conservatory 

•Driveway 

•Gas CH & Fully Double Glazed 
•EPC D 

£135,995 


NEW BIRMINGHAM 
ROAD 

4 Bed Semi 

Off Street Parking & Garage 
En Suite 
Gas CH & DG 
EPC D 


LYNDALE ROAD, 
DUDLEY, DY2 8BP 

• 3 Bed Terrace 

• Driveway 

• DG & Gas CH 

• Ideal for first time buyer/investor 


Offers Over £199,950 


Offers over £80,000 


JAYS AVENUE 
TIPTON, DY4 8UZ 

•3 Bed End Terrace 

•Conservatory 

•Driveway 

•Gas CH & Double Glazed 
•EPC C 

£109,950 


Sell your house for a 
fixed fee of only £800!!! 


RENT or SELL YOUR PROPERTY THE G&T WAY! 
21 Dudley Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1HA 


‘Admin fees apply 







































































Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, April 23, 2015 


30 


DRIVETIME _ 

Slicker Vitara will challenge 


Commercial feature 


It’s good to see the Vitara badge 
being rehabilitated after the in¬ 
dignities it suffered at the hands 
of fashion in the early nineties. 
You’ll probably shudder as you 
recall those widewheelarched 
horrors, usually so merciless¬ 
ly colour-keyed in white that 
it looked as if they’d emerged 
from a peroxide bath. 

The windsurfing or rollerblading rhino 
on the spare wheel cover and the booming 
stereo from within were all rather ‘of their 
time’. The easy thing to have done after 
suffering these ministrations would have 
been to quietly drop the Vitara name and 
think up a new badge for their next gen¬ 
eration of compact crossovers but Suzuki 
stuck with it, probably to their cost, in this 
country at least. As the market grew more 
sophisticated, Suzuki was left behind. 

The thing is, the Grand Vitaras it sub¬ 
sequently built were actually pretty good. 
Sure, they were short of a bit of polish, but 
they were tough, reliable and practical. 
Then came the Nissan Qashqai. It hogged 
that particular section of the market and the 
Grand Vitara was doomed. Suzuki’s back 
in the crossover segment with a smaller 
and slicker offering. The Vitara is back. 

The mechanicals aren’t anything too sur¬ 
prising, shared as they are with the exist¬ 
ing SX-4 S-Cross. That means buyers get 
to choose between either a 1.6-litre petrol 
engine or a much preferable Fiat-sourced 
118bhp 1.6 diesel, both being offered in 


front or four-wheel drive guises. The petrol 
engine is fitted with a five-speed manual 
gearbox as standard with an optional CVT 
transmission also offered. Go diesel and 
you get a six-speed manual ‘box. The short 
overhangs will help with off-roading but the 
185mm ground clearance isn’t generous. 

The ALLGRIP four-wheel-drive transmis¬ 
sion features an electronically controlled 
clutch pack, controlled by a four-position 
switch on the centre console. Choose 
‘Auto’ and it’ll drive the front wheels un¬ 
less slip is detected, whereupon the rear 
wheels are pressed into action. ‘Sport’ 
diverts up to 20 per cent of torque to the 
rear wheels to give livelier handling. ‘Snow’ 
offers permanent four-wheel drive with the 
system choosing how much torque to split 
front and rear, while ‘Lock’ splits torque 
equally between front and rear. 

With tight proportions and a front end 
that has more than a hint of current Land 
Rover design, the Vitara is an assured 
piece of design. There’s also a blacked- 
out floating glasshouse, heavily sculpted 
flanks and a very neat taillamp finish. 

Suzuki cabins have long been the 
marque’s weak link but this Vitara shows 
the company pulling its socks up a bit. 
Okay, so the idea of body-coloured metal 
across the dash isn’t a new one (many of 
you will recall the Fiat Coupe mining that 
trend way back in ‘93) but Suzuki also of¬ 
fers chrome around the gearlever and door 
trims, plus an analogue clock. It’s by no 
means a large vehicle, breaking the tape at 
just over four metres long, but still features 
a features a 375-litre boot. 

Prices start at around £14,000 for the 
entry-level 1.6-litre petrol, but you’ll need 



‘Suzuki cabins have long 
been the marque’s weak 
link but this Vitara shows 
the company pulling its 
socks up a bit.’ 


4WD version. 1.6 DDiS diesel model pric¬ 
ing starts at around £17,000. All variants 
get seven airbags, 16-inch alloy wheels, a 
DAB Radio with USB and Bluetooth con¬ 
nectivity, cruise control with a speed limiter, 
auto air conditioning, front and rear electric 
windows and projector headlamps. 

The Vitara’s C02 emissions are low 
thanks to the use of high tensile steel and 
other weight saving measures in the body 
plus an Engine Auto Stop Start system 
which shuts down the engine when sta- 


engine with two wheel drive/manual trans¬ 
mission are 123g/km and 127g/km for the 
petrol engine with two-wheel drive / six- 
speed automatic transmission. Four-wheel 
drive is typically seen as detrimental to fuel 
economy and emissions performance. By 
contrast, Suzuki’s ALLGRIP system ena¬ 
bles C02 emissions that are remarkably 
low for a four-wheel drive SUV, with figures 
of 130g/km with five-speed manual trans¬ 
mission and 131g/km with six-speed auto¬ 
matic transmission. 



Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 

Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Road Halesowen B63 3NH 0121 503 0001 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Suzuki Vitara range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 42.1-61.4 (6.7-4.6), Extra Urban 55.4-76.3 (5.1-3.7), Combined 
49.5-70.6 (5.7-4.0), C0 2 emissions 131-106 g/km. 

The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. Vitara range: Vitara SZ4 1.6 Petrol Manual available at £13,999 to Vitara SZ5 DDiS ALLGRIP Manual with Urban or Rugged Pack available at 
£21,799. All prices and specifications correct at time of going to print. For full details contact your local participating Suzuki Dealer. Offer subject to availability for vehicles privately registered between 1st April 2015 to 30th June 2015 from participating Authorised Suzuki 
Dealers only. For full details contact your local participating Suzuki Dealer. *Model shown is a Vitara SZ5 1.6 petrol available at £17,999 on the road (Single-tone metallic paint available at an additional cost of £430, Dual-tone paint available at an additional cost of £800.) 
tOptional extra for SZ5 models only, optional ALLGRIP 4-wheel Drive available at additional cost. 

























DRIVETIMEsi 


Small revisions 
making a big 
difference on 
the Mazda SUV 

By lain Dooley 


The CX-5 led Mazda’s charge back to winning 
ways in 2012 with the striking ‘Kodo’ styling 
that was then rolled out on everything else, 
from the 2 supermini to the 6 flagship saloon. 
This is the first time a Kodo car has been up¬ 
dated, so, as you can imagine, Mazda has 
kept the visual changes to a minimum. 

On the inside, the MZD infotainment system has 
been revised and you’ll find some of the main but¬ 
tons in a more intuitive place between the front seats. 
Small things can make a big difference. 

You’d have to argue that the CX-5 has been the prettiest 
member of the compact SUV class since it was launched. 
Nothing has changed too much on that front, with a tweak 
here and a lift there. 

Soft lines and muscular shapes combine to hide the car’s 
size exceptionally well. The Mazda is bigger than a Nissan 
Qashqai, but it doesn’t look it. 

Leaders 



The Power of Dreams 


ONE PREVIOUS 
CAREFUL OWNER. 


Something has always held this car’s sales back versus 
the sector sales leaders, though - even if a few hours with 
the car leaves me clueless as to why. 

It holds its own against any rival you care to name, so per¬ 
haps something in the CX-5’s image is struggling to shout 
loud enough to be heard over the crowd. 

You be the judge. 

An average-height man in the driving seat of the manu¬ 
al version leaves plenty of legroom behind himself. People 
tend to sit a bit further away in the automatic version, though, 
to stretch their legs a bit more, while those who sit closer to 
the wheel leave limo-like space for rear passengers. 

The boot is pretty huge, with a recessed bin at the side 
that can keep bottles or cartons from rolling or sliding 
around the rest of the load bay. 

A capacious covered bin between the front seats also has 
a removable coin tray. Handy. 

While the 2.2-litre diesel is a miracle of modern technol¬ 
ogy for how low its emissions are, it could do with more 
soundproofing. 

It grumbles and growls away not unpleasantly, but cer¬ 
tainly more loudly than it could. 

It really does drive sweetly, though, with a marvellous 
gearbox inspired by the MX-5 sports car’s, and body control 
that sits between the sporty and the comfortable. It grips 
like a limpet, feels instantly driver-friendly and the only fac¬ 
tor that takes some getting used to is on the manual petrol 
models, which have springy clutches and such instant throt¬ 
tle response that it can be hard to be really smooth when 
setting off. 


Intuitive 

Worth noting is the redesigned MZD system control lay¬ 
out, which works a treat. The system itself is possibly the 
most intuitive and capable system you’ll find anywhere in 
‘cardom’, quickly leading you to the options and sub-menus 
that you want. 

At the top end of the range the CX-5 gets expensive. It’s 
more spacious than some of its big-selling rivals, though, so 
the price tag isn’t without justification. 

The rubberised finish of some interior surfaces is a bit 
utilitarian for a car of this price, but the high-riding Mazda’s 
attributes lie elsewhere. It feels like solid value for money in 
the middle of the range. 

The fluency with which it drives, relative to its more 
straight-laced rivals, is a unique selling point in the sector. 

It’s also a bit of a looker and comes complete with a tow¬ 
ering driving position, lots of legroom for five and a boot big 
enough to create echoes. 

It’s a family car, then, but one for parents who really take 
pride in their choice and want something they can con¬ 
sciously enjoy owning. 

This car summed up in a single word: Smooth. 

If this car was a: Character in a soap opera, it would be 
good-looking, easy-going and talented. 

TESTED 

Mazda CX-5, from £22,295 

Engine: Four-cylinder diesel producing 148bhp 
and 2801 b/ft 


HONDA 


FINAL WEEK 



K 

WHATCAR? 

8 years as the UK’s most reliable car brand 


BRINDLEY HONDA 

With sites in Cannock, Halesowen, West Bromwich & Wolverhampton. Call: 03337 773277 or visit: www.brindley-honda.co.uk Calls charged at local rate 


Transmission: Six-speed manual driving the 
front wheels 

Performance: Top speed 125mph, 0-62mph in 
9.2 seconds 

Fuel Economy: 61 4mpg 
Emissions: 119g/km 


Fuel consumption figures for the Honda range in mpg (1/100km): Urban Cycle 23.2 - 70.6 (12.2 - 4.0), Extra Urban 40.4 - 85.6 (7.0 - 3.3), Combined 
32.5 - 78.5 (8.7 - 3.6). C0 2 emissions 201 - 94g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated laboratory test results, are 
provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. 

Models shown for illustrative purposes only. Terms and Conditions: 37 months 0% APR Representative (interest rate per annum 0.0% fixed). Minimum customer deposit 0%, maximum customer deposit 30%. You do 
not have to pay the Final Payment if you return the car at the end of the agreement and you have paid all other amounts due, the vehicle is in good condition and has been serviced in accordance with the Honda service 
book and the maximum annual mileage has not been exceeded. Indemnities may be required in certain circumstances. Finance is only available to persons aged 18 or over, subject to status. All figures are correct at time 
of publication but may be subject to change. Credit provided by Honda Finance Europe Pic. Cain Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 1HL. Honda Finance Europe Pic is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority, Financial Services Register number 312541. 5 Years Servicing Option is available for £500 and includes: all scheduled servicing as detailed in the vehicle service book for 5 years or 62,500 miles, whichever 
comes first. Servicing Option of £500 is inclusive of VAT (usual value £1,430 including VAT, resulting in a £930 saving ) is only available on vehicles purchased through Honda Aspirations. Please note, should you sell the 
vehicle during the period of cover, the cover remains with the vehicle. Offer available between the 1 April 2015 and 30 April 2015 inclusive on participating models between 90 and 180 days old, with a starting mileage 
of 50 miles or less. 
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Our Low Mileage Selection 

*12 Kia Soul 2 1.6 Silver Only 570 Miles 
12 Mitsubishi Colt CZ2 1.3 Auto Blue Only 3400 Miles 
12 Astra 1.4 Exclusiv Brown Only 3900 Miles 
12 Hyundai 1X20 1.4 Classic Blue Only 4100 Miles 
12 Micra 1.2 Acenta White Only 4700 Miles 
12 Clio 1.6 Dynam TomTom Auto Red Only 5000 Miles 
12 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Red Only 5000 Miles 
12 VW Polo 1.2 Match Red Only 7500 Miles 
12 Note 1.4 N-Tec+ Blue Only 7900 Miles 
12 Astra 1.6 Exclusiv Blue Only 8000 Miles 
59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 8000 Miles 
61 Kangoo 1.6 Express Auto Red Only 9700 Miles 
12 Gr Scenic 1.6 Dyn Tomtom Black Only 10000 Miles 
63 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver Only 10000 Miles 
12 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 11000 Miles 
61 Gr Modus 1.5 DCI Dynamique Silver Only 11000 Miles 
61 Kia Soul 2 1.6 Black Only 12000 Miles 
11 Mini One 1.6 Orange Only 12000 Miles 


61 C3 1.4 VTR+ Blue 15k 

£6,995 

10 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 33k 

£6,795 

61 C4 G Picasso 1,6HDi VTR+ EGS Silver 21 k 

£9,995 

13 DS3 1.6 Dstyle Auto Yellow 16k 

£9,495 

13 DS5 2.0 HDI Dstyle Grey 31k 

£13,295 

Ford 

08 Ka 1.3 Zetec Climate Silver 23k 

£2,995 

06 Fiesta 1.2 Style Silver 52k 

£3,495 

12 Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Silver 18k 

£7,495 

10 Fiesta 1.6 Titanium Red 41k 

£6,995 

12 Focus 1.6 Zetec Blue 18k 

£8,995 

Nissan 

59 Micra 1.4 Tekna Auto Red 21 k 

£5,795 

09 Note 1.4 Acenta Red 32k 

£5,495 

06 Note 1.6 SE Auto Silver 52k 

£3,995 

58 Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Blue 54k 

£7,995 


Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


£9,495 

£6,995 

£9,495 

£8,495 

£6,995 

£6,995 

£8,495 

£8,995 

£8,495 

£8,795 

£7,695 

£6,995 

£9,495 

£11,995 

£8,495 

£6,495 

£8,295 

£7,995 


Peugeot 

61 Bipper Tepee 1.3 HDI Outdoor EGO Dark Grey 17k £6,795 

61 207 1.4 HDI Active 3dr Silver 20k £5,995 

12 3008 1.6 HDI Exclusive Black 15K £11,495 

11 3008 1.6 HDI Sport EGO Vapor Grey 16k £9,495 

61 3008 1.6 HDI Active II EGO Red 24k £9,295 

Vauxhall 

12 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Silver 13k £7,795 

57 Astra 1.4 Club Silver 73k £2,995 

11 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Silver 18k £7,495 

13 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Brown 18k £8,295 

12 Zafira 1.6 Design Red 20k £8,995 

Other 

07 Daihatsu Terios 1.5 S Grey 47k £5,295 

57 Dodge Caliber 2.0 SX CVT Auto Red 73k £2,995 

11 Skoda Fabia 1.6 TDI Elegance Blue 21 k £7,995 

08 VW Polo 1.2 Match Silver 42k £4,995 


This Weeks^U e Specials 



Only 4700 Miles 
From New 


Nissan Micra 
1.2 Acenta 
12 Reg 


£6995 



Colt Cz2 1.3 
Automatic 
12 Reg 


Only 3400 Miles 
From New 



Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www. oakgarage .co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park,Brierley Hill Dy5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -4 2104 


Don’t try to 
haggle over 
the price - it 
is a bargain 

By Ian Donaldson 


MG must be hoping that less is more with the 
relaunch of the larger of its two models, the 
blink-and-you’ll-miss it MG6. 

Now the company, based in China but with a mod¬ 
est UK home in the Birmingham factory where the 
original Mini was once built, is slashing prices of the 
MG6, ditching the option of a petrol engine and boot¬ 
ing out the saloon version too. 

That leaves a pared down range, costing £3,000 less than 
before, with modest changes to looks inside and out, slight¬ 
ly better performance and economy from its diesel engine 
and a boost to the already high standard equipment count. 

And MG will be pretty happy if it sells 600 of them this year 
through a growing dealer network enjoying fast-rising sales, 
mostly of the smaller MG3 hatch. 

Like that lively little runaround, its big brother MG6 has 
no-haggle prices (so don’t try), but with the cheapest model 
in the three-car line-up costing just £13,995 there shouldn’t 
be many potential customers who don’t regard it as a bit of 
a bargain anyway. 

They’ll be getting an S grade car with air con, hill start 
assist (it hangs on to the brakes for a moment after you 
release the pedal on a slope) and even heated front seats 
(they’ll cost you £300 on a £35,000 Audi) and an engine 
that provides enough performance and a likely 50mpg in 
everyday use. 

The £16,195 TS version brings satellite navigation (a new 
system that works well), along with Bluetooth and a DAB 
radio, auto lights, wipers and dimming mirror and rear park¬ 
ing sensors. 

That’s surely the version to go for if you can possibly af¬ 
ford the extra monthly payments, although the range top¬ 
ping TL (£17,955) does add a touch of modest luxury, with 
leather trim, electric seats, dual zone climate control and a 
rear parking camera. 

All of which may make you wonder how the likes of Ford, 
with the Focus, Vauxhall with the Astra and Skoda’ with the 
Octavia (all quoted as chief rivals) actually manage to move 
any metal at much greater prices - up to £7,000 more in 
some cases, before you factor in a discount or two. 

Well, even MG would agree the opposition “might per¬ 
form slightly better”, and it does. The MG6, especially this 
reworked version actually feels pretty good on the road, 
pulling well without too much diesel clatter and urged along 
with a fine new feel to the gear change. 

Rides and handles decently too; you can tell final fettling 
has been done by British engineers on our uniquely chal¬ 
lenging UK road surfaces (German prestige marques please 
note), but without that final veneer of class that you’ll find in 
the best of the MG6’s competitors. 

Inside, the new car feels usefully more classy than before 
but the feel of its plastics and the look of the instruments 
won’t worry a Skoda driver, although an MG buyer may be 
more interested in the spacious back seat and big boot of 
his car rather than spending time rapping the dash with his 
knuckles. 

But you must then skip back to the prices and ask: “Is this 
is a car I could live with, while pocketing the thousands of 
pounds I’d save by buying one?” 

There ought to be at least 600 people this year who an¬ 
swer with a resounding “yes!”. 

TESTED 

MG6 GT TL 

Engine: 148bhp diesel 
Warranty: Three years, 60,000 miles 
Economy: The MG6 can do 60.7mpg 

Insurance group: 15 
Price: £17,995 
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Trio of hot VW Golf estates 


By Sharon Walters 


UK order books have opened 
for Volkswagen’s trio of hot Golf 
Estates - the Golf R and GTD 
Estates and the Golf Alltrack - 
ahead of first deliveries in Au¬ 
gust. 

The R and GTD Estates boast all the 
attributes of their popular hatchback 
counterparts, with like for like trims, 
but bootspace is increased from 380 
litres to 605 litres - and up to 1,620 
litres when the rear seats are folded 
flat. 

Power outputs range from 110 PS in 
Alltrack which is available with three en¬ 
gines, through 184 PS in the GTD to 300 
PS in the range-topping R model. 

The Alltrack and the R Estate also gain 
4MOTION four-wheel drive. 

Turbocharged 

Like the Golf R hatch, the Golf R Es¬ 
tate is powered by a 2.0-litre (1,984 cc) 
four-cylinder turbocharged TSI petrol 
engine. 

Maximum power is 300 PS from 5,500 
to 6,200 rpm while maximum torque of 
380 Nm (280 lbs ft) is available from 
1,800 up to 5,500 rpm. 

In this new car, standstill to 50 mph 
takes just 3.8 seconds, and to 62 mph 
5.1 seconds; top speed is electronically 
limited to 155 mph. 

Style and spec-wise, the Golf R Estate 
follows all the cues of its hatchback sib¬ 


ling, though the estate is only available 
with a six-speed DSG gearbox. 

The Golf GTD Estate is, quite simply, 
a booted version of Volkswagen’s iconic 
long-distance sports cruiser. 

The new estate model has at its heart 
a 2.0-litre (1,968 cc) common rail TDI en¬ 
gine which produces 184 PS from 3,500 
to 4,000 rpm. 

Maximum torque is 280 Nm (380 lbs 
ft) from 2,500 to 5,000 rpm. 

Benchmark 

The benchmark 0 to 62 mph sprint 
takes 7.9 seconds, with a top speed of 
143 mph. 

Yet the Golf GTD Estate lives up to 
its benchmark economy, returning 64.2 
mpg on the combined cycle, with C02 
emissions of just 115 g/km. 

A six-speed manual gearbox is 
standard, while a six-speed DSG 
version is available for a premium of 
£1,415. 

The Golf Alltrack follows in the foot¬ 
steps of the Passat Alltrack which first 
went on sale in the UK in 2012 and 
closes the gap between the on- and 
off-road worlds, both visually and tech¬ 
nically. 

It features a standard 4MOTION all¬ 
wheel drive system, off-road driving pro¬ 
file, higher ground clearance (up to 20 
mm). 

It is also styled to match its off-road 
credentials with flared wheelarches and 
side sills for added protection, as well as 
newly designed bumpers. 

Three engines are available for cus- 



* J*\" ************** * * * * *.* * J T Y^ 7 ^^omer^r^h^^n!te^<ingdorT^n^^rTDM8^^avaiTabl^itf^S^^earPox 

It IS also Styled to match are familiar from the Golf range. only). 

* These comprise a 1.6-litre TDI 110 PS For more details, please visit your 

its off-road credentials.’ (iteration of engine used in Golf BlueMo- local Volkswagen Retailer or www. 

• •••••••••••••••••a**** .. tion), 2.0-litre TDI 150 PS and 2.0-litre volkswagen.co.uk 
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17 mch alloys 
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P af *'ng distance sensors 
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Dudley Motor Company 

Halesowen Motor House 

T Wall Garages 


Trindle Road 

Dudley Road 

High Street 


West Midlands 

DY27AY 

West Midlands 

B63 3NH 

Kingswinford 


01384 454100 

0121 462 2916 

01384 288 333 

VAUXHALL 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 

www.vauxhallwestmidlands.co.uk 

www.vauxhallwestmidlands.co.uk 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl.Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 
(3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

On the road prices include number plates, delivery, Vehicle Excise Duty, first registration fee and VAT. Offers available on orders or registrations between 8 April and 1 July 2015 subject to availability and are available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only). All other sales categories 
are excluded; cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Savings shown are against list price, for details refer to Vauxhall's current price guide. Offers may not apply to all Retailer stocks. UK-supplied vehicles only. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual 
performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Wombourne 

Funeral Services 

3rd Generation 
Family Business ‘82 
Monumental Masons 


24hr Personal Service 
Private Chapels of Rest 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 


Wombourne 01902 892635 
Perton 01902 756830 
Kinver 01384 873499 


J.T. 

BROOKES 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 0138477098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


religious notices 


christadelphian 


BASIC BIBLE TEACHING 

Baptism. Why infant christening 
is ineffective. April 26, at 6pm, 
The Community Centre, High 
Street, Kingswinford, Or write to 
The Dawn (ref:KCE) 5 Station 
Road, Carlton, Notts. NG4 3AT 
for free information pack or ring 
01384 886544 for recorded 
message. 


Family 


STOURBRIDGE TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 

Protection of Children Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc. 

0121212 4986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


BARGAIN! 

MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

4 wheels. 

Folds into boot. 

Can deliver free if local. 

£295. 

07508 311029. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER New batter¬ 
ies. Fits in a car. Very good condi¬ 
tion. Four wheeler.£275 07467 
308025 

MOBILITY SCOOTER. Pride Go Go 
Elite Traveller Sport. Excellent con¬ 
dition. Dismantles easily for car 
boot. £350 ono. 01902 897581. 

STANNAH STAIRLIFT Suit straight 
stairs, regularly maintained, very 
good condition, buyer to remove, 
£250. 01922 445275. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


ERKA TRAILER 5x3, ideal camping, 
lights, spare wheel, cover, 
galvinised body, £120. 4x3 trailer 
with lights. £40 ono. 01902 791441. 


ASHWOOD CAR BOOT Sundays 
from 6am. By Roberts Farm Shop 
on A449, DY6 0AA. 07710 644908. 
www.ashwoodcarboot.co.uk 



ACE AWARD, 2008 


4 berth, fixed bed, with full 
cooker and fridge, CD player, 
blow air heating, porch awning 
and lots of extras, in excellent 
condition. 

£5,995. 

07800 823395. 


BAILEY RANGER 500/5 

2007, 5 berth with Isabella 
Awning and Annexe, 

£6,495 ono, 

downsizing so will consider 
swap for 4berth, end bathroom, 
cash either way. 

07814 817506 


BAILEY SENATOR 
VERMONT 

2006, 2 berth, end bathroom, 
full oven, microwave, warm air 
heating, hot water, alarm, 
combi awning. 

No pets / smokers. 

£5,995. 

0121 550 2929. 


_ 


BLUEBIRD SUPER DELUXE 
STATIC CARAVAN 

35ft x 12ft, with large decking, 
CH, phone connections in all 
bedrooms, dogs allowed. 
Sited on private park in Mid 
Wales. 

Rent paid till 2016. 

£8,900. 

07944 384135. 


_ 


CHEAP STATIC CARAVAN FOR 
SALE on Presthaven Sands In 
North Wales £14,995 10 & half 
month season call Joe on 
07801983526 

STATIC CARAVAN 35x12, 6berth 
decking, quiet site Mid Wales, 2015 
site fees inc, 2fishing pools, 20 mins 
to coast, £6000. 07973 319702. 


World 

^Mobility m 

NEW Electric Scooters from only £595 
Second hand from £300 



We offer excellent customer 
service and aftercare on all 
our products. 


Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 

OPEN MON-SAT 9-5 pm FREE PARKING AT REAR 



HOLIDAY HOME, BALA 


2005 Willerby Westmorland 
35x12 2 bed DG GCH, Decking 
Quiet and Peaceful 5 star park. 
Palewood Holiday Home Park, 
Amazing views of the valleys 

£12,500 ono 
01678 530212 


LUNAR CLUBMAN 
CARAVAN 

Two berth. With Mover, awning, 
sun canopy. Beautiful interior. 
Many extras. 

Serviced and ready to go. 

£5,750 ono 

Telephone 01384 872648 


STATIC CARAVAN 

Pemberton Elite 35 x 12, 2 
bedrooms, 6 berth, superb 
condition, sited on award 
winning site in Mid Wales, fees 
paid up to date, magnificent 
views, facing directly onto 
pasture land 
Only £5,750 ono. 

01384 77291 or 07586 
354952. 




VW T2 2.0 BAY 
CAMPER VAN 

1976, left hand drive. 
California import. 

Marino yellow. 

Original Westfalia interior. 
Pop top. Sleeps 4. 

MoT March 16. 

Lovely condition for year. 
£13.500 ono. 

07792 939370. 

_Shrewsbury. 

J 


WILLERBY STATIC 
CARAVAN 

28 x 10, 2 bedrooms, On quiet 
park with two fishing pools in 
Mid Wales. Site fees included 
for 2015. Dog friendly. 

£4,500. 

Telephone 07922 351352 

CARAVAN WANTED. Can pick up 
asap. Wanted caravan. 

Call me on 07717 090817. 

IBS? 


BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 

Sunday 26th April 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01384 894464 


JBL PRX612M SPEAKERS. Pair, 
1000 watts each. Never gigged. 
Comes with 2 NJS mini stands and 
leads. £1,400 ono. 07578 899169. 

MARSHALL AS100D 100 watt 
acoustic guitar amp, with foot 
switch ancf manual. Good condi¬ 
tion. £350 ono. 07578 899169. 

YAMAHA TYROS 1 digital work 
station, CD Rom, twin speakers, 
base speaker, stand, owners 
manual. £600. 07946 383970. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



self catering 
holidays 


BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



hair & beauty 


TWO BANKS CHAIRS FOR 
FOUR DRYERS 

Two back wash chairs, three 
comb out chairs. 

£200ono. 

Telephone 01902 845904, 


psychics 




TWISTED - WILLOWS PSYCHIC 

Telephone reading 
0906 400 3555 



markets 



Home & 
Services 


■ IlHllHl 


excellent condition, no.23 patent 
applied for, also a box of Songbird 
needles, £100. 01902 897954. 


FINE MAHOGANY/WALNUT 
REPRODUCTION DINING 
SUITE 

8 chairs, oval table with 
inlaid top and inlaid china 
display cabinet with lights. 

Hardly used. 

Buyer to collect. 

For quick sale 
£750 ono. 

Telephone 01384 371289. 


RISE RECLINER CHAIR with 
massage pads. Good condition. 
£150. 

Telephone 01902 882477. 

THREE PIECE SUITE Parker Knoll, 
oak frame with manual reclining 
chair and electric high riser chair. 
£500 ono. Will split. 01902 324446. 

THREE SEATER SETTEE and two 
chairs with lidded footstool, clean, 
cream leather, £250 ono. 

01902 608107. 

TWO DRAW chest, white, small,£30. 
Cupboard with draw. Windsor dark 
wood. £80. Both excellent condi¬ 
tion. 07961 810420. 

TWO DRAWER chest, white, 
small,£30. Cupboard with drawer. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

DEMOLITION TIMBERS Suitable 
for firewood or other uses. Offers 
invited. 07715 478040. 

GENERATOR, Powerking, still 
boxed, output 1100 watts, voltage 
230v, £55. 

Telephone 01902 657158. 

RECORDS/CDS WANTED & SOLD 

Cash paid.Vinyl Shop,5a Cleveland 
Street, WV1 3HL. 07760 168972. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 

ALL BRASS / COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi 
toys. 01902 745598. 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 


A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 


ALL TOYS CARS/LORRIES 
WANTED. ALL 
Mamod/Wilesco/Bowmans 

All conditions 
*Dinky* *Corgi* *Spot-on* 
*Britains and Airfix* 
*Mamod / Wilesco Steam 
Engines * Star Wars Figures * 
*Scalextric Pre 1970’s 
Tri-ang, cars or 
complete sets.* 

*Old Enamel Advertising 
Signs * Railway collections* 
*Pre 1970 Annuals wanted, 
Beano, Dandy, etc* 

01902 745598 / 07984 159571 


MAMOD STEAM Engines/ Trains 
wanted all conditions/descriptions, 
Dinky,Corgi Spot-on diecast vehi¬ 
cles. 01902 745598. 

SCALEXTRIC WANTED, Tri-ang 
sets and cars, pre 1970’s, any con¬ 
dition. All Dinky, Corgi, Spot-on. 
01902 745598. 

WANTED: AIR RIFLES, Air Pistols 
and accessories by Collector. 
Cash waiting, Will cofiect. Will pay 
up to £200. Call 07973 303965. 


1GXDK 

WANTED 

OLD SILVER COINS 

Single or Several. 
Victorian. Edward, George. 
Will collect. 

Best cash paid. 

Call John 07973 
211468. 

LOOK 



V_ 

service 

\ 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


aerials 


AA 


DIGITAL 

AERIALS 


Work Guaranteed 
Same Day Service 
01902 858191 
01384 429166 

01543 439095 
01922 716029 
B 07833 738857 


blinds 


AB°BI!nds 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


builders 


D & T BUILDERS All Building Work 
Undertaken. Free Quotes. 
07516 751550 - 07463 849342 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS. Exten¬ 
sions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways. See us on ‘Rated 
People’. Call 01902 579592/07837 
994465 

r\ 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 


electrical 

services 


STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING 

*SRECfa lTOEF-ER* 

10 Bays of quality fencing 
concrete posts, gravel boards & 
heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 

for £69 57561 

www.portwayfencing.com 
83 Portway Rd, Wednesbury, WS10 7DZ 
Office: 0121 531 5250 
Mobile: 07866 137656 


flooring 


gardening 
v services 


alhyour Patio’s, 
Turfing, Decking, 
treework and 
Root grinding... 

Pirestwood 

FENCING & 
LANDSCAPING 


coTu ktf o r J mo reld eta il s 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106/07813 184086. 

H GARDEN SERVICES 
No Job To Small! Free Quotes! 
Call Now 07752146554 


JEZ’S GARDEN SERVICES 

Lawns cut, Borders, 
Garden clearances 
Trees lobbed and shaped 
Fencing, Slabbing... 
Please call: 01384 403353 
or 07929 600636 


gas fitting 


NEW BOILERS Hobs, cookers & 
fires fit and svs. L-lord certs / gas 
leaks 07954 543041 01562 912205 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

CLEARED 

FULL OR PART 
GARGAES/ SHEDS, 
RUBBISH REMOVED 
WASTE LICENCE 

01384 486456 / 
07711661135 




painters 

decorators 


rj 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 

Female Painter and Decorator 

Wallpaper is my speciality, competitive prices. 
For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


plastering 


AAA Plastering, Rendering & prop¬ 
erty maintenance. All work guaran- 
' — — "'’935 519058 


teed. 07526 593701 079: 


plumbing & 
heating 


Midland Energy 

Solutions 

All plumbing, 
heating and gas work. 

Call Luke on 
01902 488770 
07584 062483 

H ^1 


skip hire 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 


upvc windows 


CENTRAL WINDOWS Ltd windows, 
doors, replacement units 01785 
472021 centralwindowsltd .co.uk 


removals 


A1 KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 
FREE QUOTES 

We take the stress away 

40 years experience 

07966 281957 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


PREMIER ROOFING _ 

0121 532 7601 / 07875 387445. 
www.rooferwestmidlands.com 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


ABIE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 


Competitive Prices: 
Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIRGUNS, SHOTGUNS, antique 
guns, taxidermy and fishing memo¬ 
rabilia wanted. 07968 624202 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland Hews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BABY RABBITS. Lop eared, 
9 weeks old, £20 each to ensure 
good homes. Call 07904 317164. 

COCKER SPANIEL, black and tan 
bitch, 47 2 years old,, microchipped, 
vaccinated. £100. 07854 471388. 

GERMAN SHEPHERD bitch, 14 
months, good with children and 
other animals. Work commitment 
due to sale. £175. 0787 1932428. 

JEFFRY’S DOG WALKING & Sitting 
Service. W-ton. Fully insured & reg. 
Senior Citizen rates. 07974 913703 

LABRADOR PUPPY bitch, 12 
weeks old, £150. Good reason for 
sale. 07975 626073. 


A H 


PGS Roofing 

All roofing work covered 


Members of the Confederation of Roofing Contractors and 
Checkatrade Fully insured and Fully Qualified 10 Year Guarantee 
Free and no obligation quotes. 

ALL ROOFING WORK AND SERVICES UNDERTAKEN. 
Card payments accepted. 

Unit 4, Bott Lane, Stourbridge, DY9 7AW 
paul@pgsrooofing.co.ukwww.pgsroofing.co.uk 
01384 626578 / 07590 644555 
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ClassifiedAds 35 


LOVING HOMES WANTED 
HONEY Small tan/white lurcher 
girl, under a year very sweet. 
GILBERT 2yr small chocolate 
patterdale, good children, dogs, 
SASHA 9yr small german shep 
X distraught in kennels 
FRED 2yr old Border Collie, 
failed working dog 
BOSS 5yr lab x staffie, white 
with spots, lab tempament 
ADELE 7yr old Mother of Boss, 
staffie, spayed, owner of both 
has passed away. 
FRANK 4yr neutered x breed, 
large friendly boy, lovely nature, 
been in kennels ages, please 
give a chance. 

01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 

SOS 

PENSIONER IN TROUBLE 


Purchased a Cockatoo Rosella 
and cage, she is 18 months old, 
visit from the Landlord to say I 
can’t have any pets in my room 
also for sale 50 litre fishtank and 
accessories with two Koi Carp. 

07459 710689. 


5 

Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



DRAINAGE / PLUMBING business, 
owner retiring, ideal for expansion, 
equipment includes 2008 Transit, 
high pressure diesel jetter and 
Troglotech CCTV camera, cost 
£6,700 new 18 months ago. 
£16.500 ono. 07740 255743. 


full time - general 


Balfour Beatty 


Gas Engineers Fromfi3.03phtof24.95ph 

Birmingham North & South, Cannock, Dudley, 
Stourbridge, Walsall and Shropshire 


As part of the GDSP contract, we provide National Grid with experienced 
Gas Engineers who have as a minimum CCN1 and MET1 qualifications with 
pipework and metering skills, plus the knowledge and capability to extend 
their skills to the required level. You'll also need a clean driving licence. 

Once trained, your basic hours will be 38.75pw with various work patterns 
including shift/ stagger and standby. 

As a First Call Operative (FCO), you will work alongside emergency teams and 
be required to live close to the above areas so you can reliably respond within 
the set time scale when on callout. 

A key part of the role is to provide emergency cover for gas escapes reported 
by the public. This means that you must be prepared to participate in a 
standby rota covering 24 hours in a 7 day week. 

Flexibility will be key to the job role. 


UNIT TO RENT in Bilston area, 
aprox 10OOsqft plus yard. £650pcm 
inc electric, water and rates. 07970 
464854. 01384 401598. 


There will be an initial training rate of £11 ph and, on completion of training, the 
rates will increase to full FCO rate. There are additional standby payments. 



If you, or someone you know, are interested, please send a CV before the 
closing date of Wednesday 6 May to servicesresourcing@bbworksmart.com 

Alternatively, call 0191 228 2998. 


accountants 


ACCOUNTANCY and Taxation 
services for Small Businesses. 
Fixed fees. Call 01902 343200 
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Jobs 





Mir THOMAS 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 
7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 


{JJTooles Transport 

•••Haulage, Storage, Distribution 




EXPERIENCED 

LGV DRIVERS REQUIRED 

CLASS C & CE 

TOP PAY RATES £30 - £35K p.a 

For transport & distribution work throughout 
the UK/Medium & Long distance/ 
Some nights away/ Mercedes Vehicles 
Call 01299 254545 option 4 
E-mail: kirstiestuart@tooles.co.uk 


CREATIVE ? Design agency seeks 
experienced Graphic Designer / 
Creative Artworker. Stourbridge 
area. Skills - Indesign, Photoshop 
and Illustrator essential. £££ Salary 
Negotiable. Email: CV to 

studio@kingsfordcreative.co.uk 
No agencies! 

EXPERIENCED WINDOW 

ASSEMBLER For Factory 
Immediate start. Tel 01384 571315 



RETIRED QUANTITY 
SURVEYOR 
SEEKS 
PART TIME 


ANDYFREIGHT LTD 

require 

FLEET MANAGER 

An experienced Fleet Manager 
required for a fast paced 
growing business. 
Responsibility will be for the 
vehicles, drivers, maintenance 
and alignment with all 
necessary legislation. We are 
looking for a people manager 
in a KPI driven environment. 

A competitive salary is offered 
to the right person with the 
relevant qualifications. 

To request an application 
form please call 
01384 898700 or visit 
www.andyfreight.co.uk 

I-X 




MAZDA MX5 1.6, Pheonix, 2002, 
56861 miles, Titanium Grey. 
Excellent condition throughout, 
£2,200. 07855 989 253. 


MAZDA MX5 1.8, 62k, 1999, red, 
rollbar, alloy wheels, good tyres, 
MoT March 2016, £1,800 ono. 
Telephone 01902 781247. 

MERCEDES BENZ CLC 220 CDi 

Sports, alloys, 08, silver, 38k. 
£ 12 , 000 . 

07732 332880. 


MINI COOPER 1.6, 2003, 74,000 
miles, silver, fsh, 6 months MoT, 
alloys, 3 owners (recent lady 
owner), excellent condition. £2,700 
ono. 01384 836894. 


MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE 
DOUBLE CAB 

53 plate, 2.5, FSH, black/silver, 
10 months MoT, 38,000 miles, 
powerchip fitted, stainless 
double wrap around back 
bumper with step, stainless bull 
bar, roll bar and towbar, back 
liner, spot lights, tinted 
windows, excellent condition, 
Thatcham approved cat 1 
alarm, refurbed including 
wheels, 1 owner from new, 
£7,995 ono. 

01384 826119 or 07948 
961078. 


01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/ PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

* • Free Assessments 

• CPC Courses 
' • Driver Medicals 

• Caravan & Horse Box 


Tuition available 



CPC TRAINING all courses inc adr & 
tanks, cpc for hgv & pcv 
0121 552 6806 or 07891 089506. 


SHED MANUFACTURER based in 
Stourbridge requires Saw bench 
and nail gun operators to make 
shed panels in busy factory. Expe¬ 
rience in a woodworking environ¬ 
ment an advantage but not 
essential, as full training wil be pro¬ 
vided. Please email Cv 

and covering letter to: 
sales@empiresheds.co.uk 

TWO EXPERIENCED 

STEEL SLITTING Line Opera¬ 
tors required. Must be able to work 
as part of a team. Must be flexible, 
forklift and overhead crane experi¬ 
ence essential. Good rates to the 
right applicants. Please contact 
Cnris wright Works manager at 
Milden Steels Ltd Tel 01562 66615. 


OCCUPATION 

With Contractor/Developer 
Walsall district. 

Experienced in all aspects of 
the profession, pre and post 
contract, private development 
etc. 

Will work on site .office or 
home. 


01922 459297 
or 

07572 508237. 


“t 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


m 



TURNER to operate Colchester 
Master 3250 Centre Lathe. Contact 
Mr. Jordan on 01562 676619. 
Email: info@macmachining.com 



EXPERIENCED Barber/Sylist, 

part/full time, Kidderminster salon. 
0790273 0092 / 01562 227070 


Motoring 



BMW 320D SE AUTO. 06 reg, black 
& leather seats. Satnav - idrive. 
FSH. 79,600 miles, long MoT. New 
tyres. £7,150. o.n.o. 07976 604237. 

BMW 520SE Estate, automatic, 52 
plate, blue, 107k, 12 months MoT, 
FSH, black leather, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £2,000 ono. 07957 230974. 

CHRYSLER CROSSFIRE alloys, 
06, silver/blue, 

£6,100. 

07732 332880. 

FIAT PUNTO 2006, 81,500 miles, 
black, MoT, central locking, PAS, 
CD £2,575 ono 07761 532710 

HONDA ACCORD 2.0 SE. 55, FSH, 
45k miles, 2 owners, ice blue, new 
MoT. Exceptional throughout. Any 
inspection. £3,750. 07976 479761. 

LEXUS IS250 SE 06, Sapphire blue, 
cream leather, Immaculate. MoT 
September, 18ins alloys, £3,950. 
07810 358862 / 01384 873160. 


PEUGEOT 206 1.4, 5 door, 07 reg, 
29,000 miles, alloys, MoT. Good 
condition. £2,295 ono. 

07773 261046. 



RENAULT CONVERTIBLE 
MEGANE 


2008, 54,000 miles, black, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm, 
MoT. Excellent 4 seater. 

£3,200 ono. 

07780 360980. 


PEUGEOT 206 ALLURE 

2003, 44,000 miles, silver, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, alarm, long MoT, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
pas, CD, leather interior. 
£1,850. 

07969 174759. 


RENAULT CLIO 03 Reg., very good 
condition, grey, all extras, 12 
months MoT, £1,650. o.n.o. 01384 
263759. 



TOYOTA AYGO 1.0 VVTi 


BLUE EDITION 

2009, 33,600 miles, alloys, 
bluetooth, ipod & phone 
connectivity, parking sensors, 
MoT, £20per year tax. 

Immaculate, 

£3,750. 

Telephone 01902 338845. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA silver 5 door 
e/w pas 6 speed full mot fully serv¬ 
iced looks and drives superb must 
be seen £2,695 ono 07846698424 
VW GOLF 1.4 final edition, 53 reg, 
black, 76,000 miles, 1 owner, excel¬ 
lent condition, £1,800. 

01902 675109. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


DAEWOO MATIZ, 04, 900cc, fsh, 
long MoT, one owner, 70k, excel¬ 
lent condition, £575. 

01384 440258 or 07935 337167. 
FIAT SEICENTO Michael Schu¬ 
macher Special. Lamborgini yellow 
2000, MoT,EW, sunroof in beautiful 
condition. £645. ono 07908 836875 
FORD FIESTA Flight, 2001, 3 door 
hatchback, petrol, 1299cc, red, 
MoT March 2016. Good runner. 
£595ono. 07811 109973. 


BARGAIN 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 

New shape, 2005, 5Dr hatch, 
Euro version, long MoT. 

Excellent condition. 

Motorway miles hence 

ABSOLUTE BARGAIN 

£995. 

07990 742093. 


BARGAIN 


HONDA BALLARD 1.5 Auto, 1987 
D reg, 4-dr salon, 45,688 miles, met 
blue, MoT May 25, 2015, good 
runner, £200, 07918 603049. 

MITSUBISHI SPACESTAR 1.3, 
petrol, 2000,100,000 miles, 5 door, 
11 months MoT, blue. Spare key. 
£425 ono. 07720 885174. 


5dr, long MoT, A/C, PAS, CD player 
£30 year Tax. Excellent condition. 
£1,250. o.n.o. 07429 999105. 


PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Turbo Diesel 
Sport, 2004, 5 door, black, 100,000 
miles, MoT, excellent condition. 
£795. 07851 213316. 


PEUGEOT 206 HDi diesel, superb 
reliable, full MoT, service history, 
real eye catcher, £1,295. 

07512 844586. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2, MoT, 2004, 
50,000 miles only, EW, CD, SR, CL, 
£1,295 ono. 07722 998594. 

ROVER 25 5-dr hatch, 1.6, 2003, 
blue, MoT January, petrol, 74K, 
sunroof, radio/CD player, £395. 
07928 679949. 01902 822939. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE, 

69,000 miles, MoT Sept. £500 ono. 
07966 295135 (after 6.30pm). 


VAUXHALL CORSAI.O 

1999, petrol, manual, red, MoT 
January 2016, stereo, 3 door, 
well maintained, drives superb. 

£590. 

Telephone 07985 551666. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0, 3dr hatch, 
2002, MoT June, blue, petrol, 
immobiliser, CL, excellent runner, 
£700 ono. 07974 264128. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 5dr, hatch, 
2001,51k , full MoT, new exhaust, 
tyres, battery, very good condition 
for year, £995. 07842 930024. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA LS, 1.8 5Dr, 
hatch, blue, 03 Reg., petrol, 90k, 
fsh, MoT, CD radio, very good con¬ 
dition, £795. 01384 351704. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA CLUB, 1.6 
petrol, 7 seater, 56 plate, 2 owners 
from new, s/h, 6 months MoT, 
103,000 miles, blue, £1,495. 

01902 342564. 

VOLVO V70 ESTATE. 2001, 
7-seater family pack, clean car and 
drives well, MoT Sept 2015. Blue. 
£750. 07938 446750. Tettenhall. 

VW POLO, 03, silver, 3 door, MoT, 
full service history, CD player. 
Great condition, cheap to run, 
£1,550 ono. 07535 074158. 

VW POLO, 999cc, 1997, 133,000 
miles, dark green, long MoT, CD, 
new Cat converter. Cambelt 
change. £500 ono. 01785 780598. 



CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 


clutches / brakes | 
/ gearboxes 



RENAULT MASTER MfNI 


BUS 2.5 DIESEL 

2001. MoT. 

Eight seater. 

White. 

Good condition. 

£2,200 ono. 

0781 5095760. 

VAUXHALL COMBO 2009 Excel- 
lent condition, reliable runner, 9 
months MoT, 54k, £3,000 ono. 

01902 735526. 



A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yts experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call M 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl , C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 






Local 

Information 


BSA BARRACUDA 250cc 1968. tax 

free. Good condition. £2,200. ono 
or P/X for a classic car project. 
07928 721487 or 01902 829472. 


CPI SM50, 2009, spares or repairs, 
stood for a while but has some new 
parts, £350. 

07454 291553 (Cradley Heath). 

HONDA CBR600 FW, 1998, black, 
excellent condition, 14k miles, long 
MoT, new tyres, chain and sprock¬ 
ets, brakes etc. £1,850 ono. 

07976 359922. 

KAWASAKI 1995 ZX6R Excep¬ 
tional, clean, low miles, example 
will come with new MoT, £1,895. 
01902 330328. 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s 


PIAGGIO CARNABY 125cc 15bhp 
Scooter, 2012, excellent condition, 
service history, 4,113 miles, £1,295 
o.n.o. 07818 084519. 


YAMAHA YBR125, very good condi¬ 
tion, with 1,900 miles. £1,500 ono. 
01902 834453. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 


Licence 

High Speed Lasers Ltd trading as 
High Speed Lasers Ltd of Block 
F Bays 1 and 2 Mill Race Lane, 
Stourbridge, West Midlands 
DY8 1JN is applying for licence 
to use Block F Bays 1 and 2 
Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge, 
West Midlands DY8 1JN as an 
operating centre for 1 goods 
vehicles and 0 trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who believe 


VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 


WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902562853/07977499516 
07895 346811-24 hrs 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD.WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars and 
vans. Call 07585 664389. 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should 
make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner 
at West Midlands Traffic Area 
Office, Hill Crest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF 
stating their reasons, within 21 
days of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address 
given at the top of this notice. A 
Guide to making representations 
is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office. 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR LICENCES 

NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT 
Savers Health and Beauty 
Limited trading at: Savers, 
122-124 High Street, 
Stourbridge, DY8 IDT has 
applied to Dudley Council 
for the grant of a premises 
licence as stated for: The 
sale by retail of alcohol for 
consumption off the premises: 
Monday to Saturday: 08.30- 
19.00 (Monday to Saturday 
14th November to 25th 
December a finish time of 
20.00), Sunday: 10.00-18.00. 
Details of this application 
may be inspected by visiting 
the authority’s website: www. 
dudley.gov.uk, or during 
normal office hours at the 
Licensing, Unit 1 Hurst 
Business Park, Narrowboat 
Way, Brierley Hill, DY5 1UF. 
Any interested party or 
responsible authority may 
make representations in 
respect of the application, 
which must be submitted in 
writing to the above address 
by: 18th May 2015. 

It is an offence to knowingly 
or recklessly make a false 
statement in connection with 
a licence application. The 
maximum fine on summary 
conviction is £5,000. 
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WE PAY 100% of 

We buy any house 


price 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, shops, 


Text To 

GOAL 88802 





CASH HOW 


FOR YOUR HOUSE 




SELL FAST 

W Property investor needs properties in your an 


y Cash payments 
y We will cover all your fees 
y Quicker service 

^AND GET 

A BETTER 
PRICE 

01922 689023 


0800 731 1160 



■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped 


i Any condition 

Subject to terms 


0800 


Lines open 
24 hours a day, 
7 days a week 



we can 
your 
house 
in 



IM 

Property Investi 

iflK 

lit by women 

• No Fees* • ^ 

• Any property • Repossessions stopped 

• Any condition • Deceased estates 

• Free confidential 
service 

t 

0800169 1118 call free 24 hours 01384 936087 


We are looking for houses in your area. We will 
take any type of property in any condition. 

Call us first - highest prices paid 

Telephone 

01922 689023 

straight forward investment solutions 


I pay 100% of purchase price 

— 


Dewmark 

Homes 




STOP f 

WE RAY MORE £ 


0800 313 4566 

01384 226086 


+SICK I 

■ of trying to soli yoor hoose 

Call the HOUSE DOCTOR 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 

Ol 922 689023 



etter 

ash 

deal 


Its a simple as 
that, you get the 
best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL 
HOMES 

0121 308 7786 
0800 917 1233 


Cash paid for your property 
Guaranteed offer* 

Free solicitors - no fees* _ 


0800 085 2455 
0121 308 7786 24/7 


Aston Wood Properties 


NO STRINGS 


Local Investor pays 
you more 

Call any time 


0800 633 5226 / 
01922 689023 


c tks@ED c C!laiis@8 

(smmxm® 


01384 226086 



I WILL BUY 
YOUR HOUSE 

Call today for a best price 

0800 731 1160 
0121 274 0398 



One phone call 

solves all your problems 

sell your house now 
A guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion, 
any condition, any cirncumstances 


01902 628047 

0800 633 5226 



Sell your house 
We are just a 
phone call away 

■ Any circumstances 

■ Any condition 

■ No fees - fast completion 

0800 066 5558 

0121 274 0398 



1 BUY ANY HOUSE 

4 CASH ■ , 


QUICK AND MgffN 
EASY 

FAST CASH OFFER 

call Alex 

0800 111 44 U 

FOR YOUR HOUSE 

01543 499 032 

0800 500 3109 

Anytime 

k. 01902 628060 A 


Need Fastcasm DON'T DELAY 
CALL TODAY 

for a fast cash offer 


Buying property since 1984 


m ElBESiWQF.F.ERION 

0800 077 881 
01384 226087 


01384 226 087 
0800 633 5288 



HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 

07870 341089 


A A PROPERTIES PAY A better 
cash price. Call Richard 
07756 022973. 

A BEAT ALL CASH DEAL 

We pay 100% of purchase price 
always 0800 085 6626. 

A BEST CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time 
01902 628047 

A LOCAL BUYER pays full market 
value and more for your property. 
Call Rick 07729 297901 

ALWAYS CALL US FIRST 

for the top price for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 

WE ALWAYS PAY MORE 

for the best price now. 
Call Aardvark 0121 308 7786 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

TWO BED house, Bilston, CH, unfur¬ 
nished, £1 lOpw, no pets. 01902 
494041 or 07903 559127. 


THIS COULD 
BE YOURS 


CHALET. CLARACH BAY 

Near Aberystwyth. 
Beautiful area with lovely walks. 
Three minutes walk to sea. 
Club house. Shops. 
Childrens play area. 
Swimming pool. 

Dogs welcome. 

Fully renovated. Living room. 
Kitchen. Shower room. 

Two bedrooms. 

Outside decking. Leaving some 
furniture ana furnishing. 
Photos on request. 

£12,500. 

07969156824. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


1 BUY YOUR HI 

r ★ANY AREA ★ANY PRICE ★ANY CONDITION^ 
CALL PAULA ON 

01384 467643 

^INDEPENDENT ★ LOCAL ★ CONFIDENTIAL 
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Personals 



Is 

ns bffMl NMrtMl k 
IN NMimi 

• AiHt 1 topmt 

uiteft* lm Ltycfi 

Unit 3 Frsdemk Street, 

W4i«ll WS2 m 

MSIMM1 


A SINCERE, LONELY 
NON-SMOKING 
56 YEAR OLD MALE 

Seeks a warm, affectionate, 
younger female to treat with 
respect, who in return can make 
me laugh once again. 

Take a chance with me, you 
only live once’. 

Please write to: 

Box Number PI 9779, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


A WONDERFUL WORLD 
MADE BETTER WHEN 
SHARED 

Active, outgoing 70’s lady 
WLTM nice gent, 60-72 for 
socialising ana days out, own 
car. 

Walsall and surrounding area 
preferred. 

Genuine replies only please. 

Box Number PI 9784, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


SOS 

DUE TO CHANGE OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES 

62 year old Gentleman, WLTM 
a slim lady, passport and driving 
licence a must, definitely no 
ties, to drive to spain as a 
companion, to sell my house 
there. 

Box Number PI 9782, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ACTIVE PENSIONER 

Must live close to Bushbury 
Crematorium. 

Required to attend a grave with 
flowers on a weekly basis. 

For further details e-mail 
muchall@aol.com 




DUDLEY SPORTS 6-A-SIDE 
SUMMER TOURNAMENT 

May 16 & 17, 2015. 
Saturday morning session, 
U’9s, U’12s, U’13s. 
Afternoon session 
U’lOs, U’lls, U’15s 
Sunday 17th morning session 
U’7s, U’8s and U’14s 
Afternoon session, 
U’ll’s/12 girls, U’13/14 girls, 
U’15/16 girls, U’16boys 
Download the application 
form from 

WWW, 

or ring 


r.dudleysportsjfc.co.uk 
ing Fred 07788 684258. 


SELL IT 

FAST 

SELL IT 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

‘Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

Simply click the FreeAds icon 


"Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 


Get Up to 100% For Your House 


HP Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
@P 100% Confidential. No obligation 



m NO OBLIGATION 
f FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 



























































































































A:* Local Specialists [ 

B or l _J 


Accountancy 


Tax Returns CIS and Accountancy 


• Preperation of CIS 

• Tax Returns 

• Accounts 

• VAT returns and all 
other accounting services 



Small and medium size limited companies 


Professional and friendly service at low prices 


Call Martyn now on 07846 512767 




Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 

Blinds4lessdirect.com 


C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUIGES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing Over35yrs 

' Landscaping expef/ence 

• Block paving ^ 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 





POINTER & 
DECORATOR 


J 


Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
O.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 
Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 £)£ 

Email: quotations© 
blackCOUntry 9 lazing.COm 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 * Et 


MISTY UNITS 

Buy direct from the manufacturer 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE • FREE QUOTATIONS 
DF. I.P H GL AZ ED UNITS 

Unit 32, Delph Road Industrial Estate 
(by the Tank), Brieirley Hill, DY5 2UA 

WWW.delphgla2edunitS.CO.uk 

01384 573074 


THE WINDOW DOCTOR 


• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 


Units Fitted from £25 Established 1990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



Electricians 



Summer Deal!!! 

Is your fuseboard in nee 
an upgrade? 
Does your house wi 
need an MOT? 


J S Quality Electrical Services Ltd are offering a 
'bummer Deal not to be missed on all new fuseboard upgrades, we 

only supply and fit the latest and safest fuseboards along with a 
Part P Electrical Installation Certificate. Also included with the 
fuseboard change is a full MOT of your entire house wiring. 



Call us today on 

0121 531 6884 or 07753 393562 

W^}^ Satety for more information 

• www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 

j. selectricalservices @hotmail. co. uk 



A 


Electricians 


ACCURATE 

ELECTRICAL 

Free Quotes 

Reliable, Friendly and Professional Service 
Rewires* Extensions* New Circuits etc. 
References Available 

Call Adam 
■ 07804 097 023 


AM ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES “ =s 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Shower / Extra Sockets 
PAT Testing/safety Reports 
((TV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2370 , 
07785 781652 


_•... - J 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 



All Domestic 
Electrical work 
including Alarms 
N.I.C.E.I.C. 
Registered 



Call Ron on: 

07773 645854 
or 01384 422182 


MB&electric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 

Home rewiring from £800 


For a high quality 
local service call: 

Ol 384 660398 
07939 503905 


+- 


mbelectric. co. uk I 


Helping Hands 

GARDENING 

SERVICES 


SPRING CLEAN UP 


Pruning, cutting back etc. 

Plus hedges, lawns, jet washing and 
general garden work 
Full Professional Service 
For Free Quote Call Paul On 


01384 828697 
JP79QfiJD4735Ji 



Gardening 

ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Maple Leaves Landscaping 

DECKING, SLABBING, FENCING, 

WALLS,TURFING, HEDGING 

All size gates made to measure. 

For every aspect of your gardening needs, give me a ring anytime 
7 days a week for FREE estimates and great ideas. 

Over 35 years'experience 

Call Graeme on 07739 580558 



OPEN 7.30 AM-5 PM (MON-FRI) 8.30-1 PM (SAT) 10 AM-12.30 PM (SUN) CLOSED 

CANALSIDEIND ESTATE, WEDGBURY WAY BRETTELL LANE, 
BRIERLEY HILL, DY5 3JZ 

tel 01384 78857 email ROBINSTIMBER@BTCONNECT.COM 


ABBYDIREC 

TIMBER SUPPLIES 


Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm Sat 8.30am - 1 pm 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE 



Skirtings • Architraves Planed Timbers • Sawn Timbers 
Sheet Materials* Fencing Panels • Garden Gates • Decking Etc 


Tel: 01384 456201 
Mob: 07967 588161 
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DY PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

Low cost hourly rates 
from £28 PH with no call out 
charges. 24 years exp 
We do the lot. 


Drips to full installs. 

0800 7723998 
07467 129189 



KEN PERRY 


Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 
Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



S HARRIS 

PLASTERING 

SERVICES 

All aspects covered 

FREE QUOTES 

Call Steve 

07853257230 


Kitchens & Bathrooms 


Jason Oakley 

Local Plumbing Services 

Water Pressure Problems? 
Been told you need a new Boiler? 

We can solve the problem and save you money 
Money Back Guarantee 

For a FREE Survey and Costing 
Call 07964 707950 or 01384 936280 
Please quote Ref: WP10 


Luxury Coach Hire 



COACHES 

LIMITED 


Unit 8, Bridge Trading Estate, St Peters Road, Netherton DY2 9ET 
tel/fax 01384 564751 Mobile 07831 365873 


BLACKPOOL DAV TRIP 

6th April £15 per head. Call for details 

LUXURY COACHES FOR HIRE 


53 & 43 Seater Coaches Available 
Now 16 seater also 
for Contract Work - Private Hire 
Stag/Hen Parties - Nights Out - Airports - 
School Trips - Weddings etc 


Pets Corner 



2 17 High Street, Lye, DY9 8JX 
Email: poshkutz.gf@ 6006 lemail.com 


07557648100 


POSH KUTZ LITTLE PET 
SHOP NOW OPEN! 


PETS WHO KNOW I 
A GOOD THING! 

FOR ALL YOUR PET 
CROOMING REQUIREMENTS 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES! 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 


24/7 
1 Emergencv < 

4 CaUQ«V 


Gastek 


Solutions 


WORCESTER accredited installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service • All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets • Internal & External Drains 

• Unlimited Call Outs • Gas & Water Supply Pipes 

PLUS MOOR ! 

ALL FROM JUST £9.99 PER MONTH 

t/c apply 

CALL TODAY AND SPEAK TO 
THE TEAM 01384 560 856 

• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions , 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Bomestic Plumbing Work 

• LPG Installations and Servicing 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 
Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 


FINANCE 
NOW AVAILABLE, 
newboilers’ 
FITTED... PAY 
MONTHLY! 


Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT & 
DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


(All prices are plus VAT) I^^WORC ESTER 

□acsn r 


S i~i 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 



SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
Builders Skips 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 


SELL IT 

FAST 

SELL IT 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 


F ; 



Classified 


Property Maintenance 



★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 



PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 
PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Roofing 



Quality 

• uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering 
• Tile Edging • Roofing 



All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro 
Insurance 


Registered with 

Membership 
No. 554518 


Also 

Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modern low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 

No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 
Local 

References 
if required 

Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 
0800 799 9413 

to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 





Roofing 


eat. wwi 30 efavta 

Roofing Contractors 

High performance flat roofing (25 year guarantee) 
GUTTERS CLEANED £ 15 SMALL REPAIRS £ 15 
SLATES REPLACED £25 REPOINTING £ 15 

* Fibreglass glass sheeting * UPVC fascias 

* Guttering * Verges * Soffits cleaned £30 

* Chimney flashing * Ridge tiles £25 

ALL RE-ROOFING (FREE ESTIMATES) 
Telephone or Text 07773 001859 
01384 591 826 



Roofix Roofing 

Flat roofing specialists 


All types of flat roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, Free Quotations 

Tel: 01902 550092 
Mobile: 07952 442017 
www. roof ixwm .co.uk 



•Fascias *Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 




RIVIERA TRAVEL 



A selection of fascinating European and 
worldwide escorted tours by air and Eurostar. 



Riviera Travel has been 
carefully researching and 
thoughtfully crafting an 
enticing range of European 
and worldwide guided tours 
plus a selection of short 
breaks for over 30 years, 
for the traveller looking for 
something just a little bit 
I different. 



Their tours offer a perfectly 


balanced combination of the 
'must see 1 classic sights and 
delightful 'hidden gems' 
- uncovered through extensive 
research of local areas. 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to 
Friday, 9am-5pm) or go to: 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochures/web pages for full information plus 
terms and conditions 























































































Perks says 
thanks to 
fans for 
welcome 

ELLIS Perks has thanked the 
Cradley fans for the welcome they 
have given him to British Speed¬ 
way. 

Perks, whose great uncle Dave 
was a Dudley Wood legend, has 
piled up the points in Heathens 
colours since moving back to the 
UK from Australia. 

Now the 18-year-old is looking 
forward to meeting up with sup¬ 
porters on a special evening for 
him at Cradley Heath Liberal Club 
on Thursday May 21. 

He missed out on Cradley’s meet 
the riders night in March and is 
looking to meet up with fans at 
the club. 

“I’m looking forward to meeting 
everyone and I’m sure it will be a 
great night at the Liberal Club,” 
said Perks. 

“I’m really pleased with how 
things are going at Cradley, be¬ 
cause of my family links there I 
have some good sponsors and the 
fans have been brilliant to me. 

“I hope lots of people can come 
down and enjoy the night with me, 
I’ll be answering questions on the 
night and signing autograpghs. 
My merchandise will also be avail¬ 
able.” 

The evening will be hosted by 
Cradley’s very own Sky Sports 
broadcaster Nigel Pearson who 
will be asking the questions - and 
there will also be a fans Q&A. 

Admission is £3 on the door and 
there will also be a raffle and auc¬ 
tion of exclusive memorablia. 

Heathens go to Kent on Monday 
for their opening away meeting of 
the National League season. 

Heathens have a gap before 
their next home action at Perry 
Barr when they face Mildenhall 
on Wednesday May 13. 


Pedmore side 
have to give 
up their crown 

Pedmore (122-2) beat 

Belbroughton 76-5 by 46 runs 

IN spite of an early setback losing 
Dan Jones in the second over Ped¬ 
more enjoyed dealing with a weak 
Belbroughton bowling line-up. 

Dave Skelding added to his sea¬ 
son’s prodigious aggregate and 
retired bringing a brief glimpse of 
John Hurdman to the wicket. 

The yes-no interlude with Matt 
Porter was concluded by a raised 
digit and Paul Taylor was swapped 
for Hurdman. The free scoring con¬ 
tinued without further interruption 
except for the retirements of both, 
leaving Dan Such with the return¬ 
ing Skelding who finished 35no. 

Captain Tom Oliverremained un¬ 
defeated on 50. 

So Pedmore the champions relin¬ 
quish the crown to Oldswinford for 
2015. 


Chess club brings home trophy 


THIS week was finals week and saw Stourbridge 
Chess Club(SCC) field teams in two finals. 

Unfortunately SCC have been the losing side in 
several finals in recent years. This year everyone was 
hoping the club could bring home the silverware. 

The first final was the Wolverhampton league 
Humphries cup for players graded under 130 against 
local rivals Halesowen. 

Both clubs had their best teams assembled. Stour¬ 
bridge won the toss and had white on odd boards. 

The games started evenly. The first serious advan¬ 
tage went to Stourbridge’s Jet Ajimal who capital¬ 
ised on his opponents’ mistake to force checkmate 
which led to 1-0 to SCC. 


Colin Woodall was two pawns up against Maureen 
Clarke but his queen was out of play. 

He then blundered under pressure to give Mau¬ 
reen the win 1-1. 

In the quick play finish Halesowen’s Jon Asbury 
blundered to a knight to give Sam Bradley the 2-1 
win. 

In a four board match SCC had won boards one 
and three so board count meant Stourbridge had 
won the match and the trophy. In light of this board 
two agreed a draw in a level position. 

The following night, Stourbridge’s Birmingham 
Division 3 team took their 3.5 handicap (in a six- 
board match) to neutral venue Warley Quinborne 


to face South Birmingham 1A in the Terrill Trophy 
final. South Birmingham 1A won division 1 with a 
perfect record and would be likely to clean sweep. 

Fortunately for SCC, South Birmingham were 
missing three of their top players but still had a for¬ 
midable line-up. 

First to fall was Steve Jukes on board one. Then 
on board three Julie Wilson gained an advantage 
when she won a rook and two pawns for two bishops. 

As SCC only needed three draws to win the match, 
she offered a draw . Meanwhile on board four Paul 
Sharratt succumbed to a kingside attack. This left 
the remaining three games adjourned. All three 
games resume on April 30. 


Eggington to get 
his shot at title 



STOURBRIDGE’S Sam Eggington has 
landed his shot at the now-vacant 
Commonwealth welterweight title in 
Birmingham next month, writes Craig 
Birch. 

Eggington turned in the Midlands crown, 
in anticipation of getting a crack at the belt 
that was last held by Birmingham’s Frank¬ 
ie Gavin. 

‘The Savage,’ 21, will co-challenge with Ghana¬ 
ian champion Joseph Lamptey, a former Com¬ 
monwealth contender at light middle, over 12 
rounds. 

Gavin, who has retained the British strap, was 
due to top the bill at the Barclaycard Arena on 
Saturday May 9. 

But ‘Funtime Frankie’ will instead oppose fel¬ 
low Englishman Kell Brook for the latter’s IBF 
world title in front of the crowd at the 02 Arena 
in London on May 30. 

Much-vaunted heavyweight and Olympic gold 
medallist Anthony Joshua will replace him in 
the main event, undertaking his first fight in the 
Midlands. 

Joshua has been matched with United States- 
based Brazilian Rafael Zumbano Love in a 
10-rounder, as he warms up to face Kevin John¬ 
son on the Gavin-Brook bill. 

Problems 

Love will arrive on our shores confident he can 
cause problems after a great win on Saturday 
night, capturing the interim WBC Latino and 
South American belts by first round stoppage. 

Former world title contender Brian Rose, who 
is moving up to middleweight, has been added to 
the card as he looks to bounce back from a first 
round defeat to Carson Jones. 

Undefeated super middleweight Callum Smith, 
from the famed fight family in Liverpool, also 
joins a revamped line-up. 

Birmingham is still represented by the Yafai 
brothers and Matthew Macklin on the show, 
while Halesowen’s Lennox Clarke and Bloxwich’s 
Daniel Breeze also appear. 

Kal Yafai takes on experienced Filipino Rey 
Megrino for the WBC silver flyweight title, while 
Gamal is waiting on an opponent for a super ban¬ 
tam eight-rounder. 

Two-time world title challenger and former 


European middleweight champion Macklin, who turns 
33 the week after fight night, takes in his first ring 
date of 2015. 

Promoter Eddie Hearn said: “I’m excited to bring 
Anthony to the Midlands in our first show there for 
over 13 years. It’s a big night for a number of Mid¬ 
landers. 

“Kal will takes a huge stride towards a World title 
shot if he wins, while Matthew is chasing a World 


title shot later this year and Sam is looks to continue 
his march in the 1471bs division. There is the long- 
awaited return of Callum Smith from injury and Brian 
Rose begins his campaign in the middleweight divi¬ 
sion,” added Hearn. 

Tickets are on sale priced at £40, £60 and £100 from 
www.barclaycardarena.co.uk. 

VIP tickets costing £150 have been made exclusively 
available at www.matchroomboxing.com. 


Brummies 
in injury 
blow over 
Chapman 

BIRMINGHAM got their National 
League campaign off to a dream 
start with a 49-39 victory against 
Rye House. The meeting was close 
throughout but a 5-1 in heat 12 
and a 5-0 in heat 15 proved pivotal. 

Harvie Banks improved as the 
meeting went on (2 + 1) and Adam 
Kirby put in a steady performance 
(3+2) before being involved in a 
nasty looking crash in Heat 10. 

Skipper Tom Perry bagged 
double figures (11 + 2) and Dan 
Greenwood covered for Adam Ellis 
at No.l with a 12 + 1. Reserves 
Zach Wajtknecht and Alex Wilson 
scored 12+3 and 9+2 respectively. 

BIRMINGHAM 49: Zach Wa¬ 
jtknecht 12 + 3, Dan Greenwood 
12+1, Tom Perry 11 + 1, Alex Wil¬ 
son 9+2, Adam Kirby 3+2, Harvie 
Banks 2 + 1, Sam Chapman R/R. 

RYE HOUSE 39: Rob Branford 
12, Luke Chessell 6, Kyle Hughes 
6, Sam Woods 5+1, Luke Priest 
5+1, Danyon Hume 3, Alfie Bow- 
tell 2. 

Meanwhile, Birmingham have 
been dealt a blow with the news 
that Sam Chapman could be out of 
action for up to two months. 

The 26-year-old suffered a nasty 
hand injury whilst on Premier 
League duty for Plymouth. 

Chapman has received medical 
advice, but is determined to make 
a comeback before the date he has 
been given. 

“They did some further scans 
and X-rays and they decided to 
give me a new splint which I have 
to keep on for around six weeks 
they reckon,” said Chapman. 

“I just want to get back on my 
bike and race again and I hope to 
make a comeback in under the two 
months that they’ve said it will 
roughly be.” 


39 


Rob is riding 
for Britain in 
EU contest 

A Black Country triathlete is to ride 
for his country in a European com¬ 
petition. 

Rob Kennard, aged 49, from 
Wordsley is to represent Great Brit¬ 
ain in his age group at the European 
Duathlon Championships to be held 
in Madrid this Sunday. 

Kennard, who is a member of 
Black Country Triathletes, will have 
to run 10km, ride 40km and then 
run 5km in the event. 

He has also qualified for the World 
Duathlon Championships to be held 
in Adelaide, Australia later this 
year. 

He has been training under the 
guidance of Dr Garry Palmer of 
Sportstest and is supported by Fred 
Williams Cycles, Wolverhamton. 

Rob only took up triathlon five 
years ago as a way of getting fit and 
losing weight. 



THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS 


EVERY MONDAY 


If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place 
to go - the Score supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Score offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as 
well as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 
A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN SCORE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 313131 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST £699! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 



Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 



Gardening Services & Shed 
Re-fells Also Undertaken. 


Free Quotes. All Written Quotes Beaten!! 

Ol384 834197 
07927 014217 
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Club grabs chess 
contest trophy 

Page 39 


Egg to get his 
shot at title 

Page 39 
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No end to 
misery for 
Glassboys 

Stourbridge 0 Buxton 3 

STOURBRIDGE’S miserable end to the 
Evo-Stik Premier season continued as 
they were well beaten at the War Memo¬ 
rial Ground by a well-drilled and disci¬ 
plined Buxton side. 

The Derbyshire side took the lead on 
only five minutes when Neil Stevens 
scuffed his shot on the edge of the area 
but it seemed to fool the Stourbridge 
defence and he scored at the second at¬ 
tempt. 

Buxton’s attack was far too quick 
for the Stourbridge defence and Liam 
Hardy made progress down the right on 
six minutes, setting up Shaun Tuton to 
score. 

Tuton turned provider for Hardy on 
22 minutes when he played him in with 
a short pass on the edge of the area and 
the striker made no mistake about put¬ 
ting the ball into the back of the net. 

At this point it looked like Stourbridge 
were in for a real thrashing but they 
weathered the storm to reach half-time 
and thankfully be only three goals down. 

And a scrappy second half saw the 
Glassboys have the better of the chances 
after making three changes as Buxton 
relaxed a little bit. One of the subs, Luke 
Benbow, shot just wide and saw a shot 
saved by goalkeeper Arron Jameson in 
the 84th minute, with Kayelden Brown 
unable to force the rebound in. 

Jameson was called upon again a min¬ 
ute from time when he turned a shot 
from Christian Lait around the post a 
minute from time. 

Stourbridge: Solly; Canavan (Ben¬ 
bow 67); Knight (Quaynor 49); Richards; 
Smikle; Fitzpatrick; Connolly; Broad- 
hurst (c); Brown; Morgan-Parker (Tye 
72); Lait. 

Attendance: 434 

Struggling Yeltz 
can't stand the 
four-ce of Curzon 

Curzon Ashton 4 Halesowen 1 

DEPLETED Halesowen, who travelled 
with only 14 players, were always going 
to struggle against high-flying Curzon 
Ashton, who sealed their place in the 
Evo-Stik Premier play-offs with this 
win. 

An early penalty made the Yeltz’s task 
harder when Joe Guest was bundled 
over in the box and Sam Walker stepped 
up to convert the spot-kick, 

Halesowen got their equaliser in the 
58th minute when the ball fell kindly for 
David Meese whose shot took a deflec¬ 
tion as it made its way into the net. 

But Curzon regained the lead when 
a free-flowing move involving Guest re¬ 
sulted in Ashley Stott pulling his shot 
past Matt Sargent in the Halesowen 
goal. 

They extended this on 70 minutes 
when substitute Ryan Brooke found 
some space and lashed the ball in from 
20 yards out, he also went close just after 
but hit the side netting. 

Alex Brown ended any hopes of Hale¬ 
sowen getting back into the game though 
when he scored the fourth just before the 
end. 


Captain praises rising star Johal 


FAISAL Shadid has sung the praises of Halesow¬ 
en’s talented teenager Jujhar Johal ahead of this 
weekend’s Birmingham League opener. 

The club skipper saw his 16-year-old rising star 
hit an unbeaten 54 as Halesowen beat Smethwick 
in their final warm-up game. 

Now they are preparing to go to Tam worth on 
Saturday, midday start, with the seconds facing 
their Tamworth counterparts at Seth Somers 
Park. 

The home side were restricted to just 182 all 
out with Navdeep Poonia and Mo Sheikh both 
hitting half centuries. 


Cricket 


The wickets were shared amongst the Hale¬ 
sowen bowlers with Eddie Rhodes, Rich Brooker 
and Zain Shahid all bagging a brace. 

The run chase was led by Johal, on his first XI 
debut, who scored an undefeated 54 and the total 
was chased down for the loss of six wickets with 
an over to spare. 

Back at the home ground the second XI were 
making light work of their Smethwick counter¬ 
parts who looked considerably under strength. 

Mark Hutchinson scored 50 for the second suc¬ 


cessive week and was joined by Andy Roberts and 
Scott Jones with half centuries. 

New boy Richard Thurston fell four short of 
50 in his first appearance for the club. In reply 
Smethwick never looked like chasing down the 
total of 265 although Sajid scored a useful un¬ 
beaten 50 lower down the order. 

Sunday saw Dorridge CC visit in the National 
T20 Knock Out and a patched up Halesowen 
side, batting first, posted a competitive looking 
170 with useful lower order runs from Richard 
Brooker and Eddie Rhodes boosting the total. 

Dodd’s unbeaten 88 saw Dorridge reach the 
total with some ease and with two overs to spare. 


STOUR FALL AT 
FINAL HURDLE 



Stourbridge line up their defence against Chester in the penultimate game of the season 


Chester 31 Stourbridge 28 

STOUR bridge fell at the final 
hurdle in a game of deja vu. 

The scoreline twisting and turning 
much as it had in the reverse fixture 
back in December, the host side again 
prevailing as they finished the stronger. 

Early loose ball was kicked down field by Ches¬ 
ter as referee Chris Bennett applied the advan¬ 
tage law intelligently to allow the game to flow. 

Stour countered, Ciaran Moore just held out in 
the corner before the ball was worked right again 
where Stef Cooksammy came into the line and 
shrugged off a tackle to score. 

Chester’s threequarters attacked from a lin- 
eout but they got turned over in contact, Cook¬ 
sammy breaking down the left and planting a 
long kick that the defenders scrambled clear. 

Chester’s backs attacked after Stour threw 
not straight, a missed tackle gifting a linebreak 
to winger John Ketland who evaded the cover to 
run 60m to score under the posts. 

Flimsy 

A penalty gifted Chester an attacking platform 
near the Stour line, their maul drive held out but 
outside half Rhys Hayes held off a flimsy tackle 
attempt to score under the posts. 

Stour countered and secured an attacking 
scrum just short of the Chester line, the Stour 
pack applied their considerable size advantage 
and shunted the hosts back, scrum-half Toby 
Handley getting the touchdown and Caolan Ry¬ 
an’s conversion levelling the scores. 

With half time imminent Chester pressed an 
attack into the Stour 22 but threw a loose pass 
that was seized by replacement hooker Jordan 
Page. 

With the Chester defences misaligned Ryan 
spotted a gap and took a flat pass at full pace to 
blast clear, turning the cover tacklers inside out 
to score under the posts. 

With Tom Jarvis forced off with a cut, Stour 
had to reshuffle their backline, Nathan Bressing- 
ton moving to fullback where he was treated to a 
second half bombardment by Hayes who now had 
the breeze on his back. 

But Stour worked their way up field and se¬ 
cured a 14-point advantage when the alert Eji 
Uzoigwe took a quick tap penalty to crash over to 


secure a bonus-point fourth try. Stour’s familiar 
last-quarter frailties came back to haunt them 
though, Chester moving an attack right, then left 
and sidestepped his way through to score. 

Stour defended grimly, Uzoigwe moving to 
makeshift centre when Stef Shillingford was 
forced off with a knock. The lead was then re¬ 
duced to just two points when further short-range 
pressure from Chester put second Row Kyle Jo¬ 
seph clear to score in the corner. 

Hayes again went the aerial route forcing Stour 
to concede possession from a 22 dropout. 

Chester kept the tempo high, driving closer and 
closer to the Stour line where Hayes’ pass found 


fullback Matt Walsh who drove over to put his 
team ahead. 

Stour weren’t finished though and pressed an 
attack but were turned over in contact, Hayes’ 
boot sending them back 60m. 

With the clock winding down Stour secured a 
lineout in the Chester midfield, but crucially the 
throw failed to find Hurrell. 

An accidental offside gifted them a final op¬ 
portunity but the cover forced Bressington into 
touch, Stour left to take the consolation prize of 
two bonus points. This Saturday Stour host Har¬ 
rogate in their last game of the season, kick off 
3pm. 


Hopes for 
play-offs 
take a blow 

Wolves 1 Ipswich 1 

WITH two games left, Kenny Jackett’s 
side are still out of the play-off zone, just 
like they have been for the majority of 
the time since they last played Ipswich 
at the start of November. 

And when games go like they did on 
Saturday, you are left with the feeling 
that it’s not to be this time around that 
Wolves will reach the end-of-season 
showpiece. 

Three successive wins gave fans hope 
that they could do it, but the defensive 
cracks that undermined and threat¬ 
ened victory against Leeds turned into 
flatter performances and ultimately 
defeats against Birmingham and Mid¬ 
dlesbrough. 

The Ipswich match was one of those 
occasions where you felt for Wolves. 

On the balance of play and chances, 
they should have won. 

But in the Championship, things 
are rarely clear-cut and they were con¬ 
fronted by a typically fiercely deter¬ 
mined outfit fashioned by the returning 
Mick McCarthy that reminded us of his 
Wolves teams in the Premier League. 

Forced to defend for long periods of 
the second half, the thick blue line of 
the Tractor Boys defence seemed im¬ 
penetrable. 

Richard Stearman never scored in his 
15 appearances on loan for Ipswich, but 
the records will show he netted for them 
some two years later when he got his 
head to Teddy Bishop’s corner to divert 
the ball past Carl Ikeme after 22 min¬ 
utes. 

It was Rajiv Van La Parra whose an¬ 
gled shot looped up off Smith and across 
goal to allow Benik Afobe to slide the 
ball home at the far post to level within 
five minutes of action resuming . 

Five-a-side contest 
in aid of charity 

FOOTBALL teams can put their skills 
to the test in a five-a-side competition in 
Dudley next month. 

Gurcharan & Herjinder Khanpur 
Bhujhangy presents the Kick for Clic 
Sargent children with cancer charity. 

Played over a traditional knockout 
format, it kicks off at 11.30am on May 
31, at Goals Blackheath, Dudley. Cost is 
£70 for a maximum of seven players. 

For more details, or to submit a team, 
call Gurcharan & Herjinder Bhujhangy 
on 07762521584. To donate, visit https:// 
www.justgiving.com/Gurcharan-Her- 
jinder-Bhujhangy-Kick-For-Clic-Sar- 
gent-Football-Tournament-2015/ 

Text donations can be made by texting 
CLIC51 to 70070 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, April 23, 2015 


Domino’s 


tk COLLECTION Apericd 


Personal 

£3.99 

Medium 

£7.99 


Small 

£5.99 

Large 

£9.99 


Collection only. Pizza from the menu or create your own up 
to 4 toppings. Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 


Stourbridge Industrial Estate, 

Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge DY81JN 


01384 374666 


Opening Hours: Sun-Thurs 11.30 am-11 pm, 
Fri-Sat 11.30 am-12 midnight 


Not valid with any other offer. Expiry date: 31/05/15 


£11.99 


tk WEEKDAY Apicial 

ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA* 

+ GARLIC PIZZA BREAD 
+ COLESLAW 

£13,99 

Mon-Thurs only. Pizza from the menu or create your own up 
to 4 toppings. Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 


tk SAVER kat 

ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA* 

+1 SUMPTUOUS SIDE 

small-.“medium 

£12.99 £ !j A y G g g £15.99 

Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 

Premium bases and crusts charged as extra. 

Any side excludes combos and 14/21 chicken portions. 


Ik SECOND PIZZAS 

BUY ONE PIZZA* 
GET A 2ND FOR 

£5 

First pizza at regular manu price. 

Second pizza of equal or lesser value. 


tk ONLINE^/ 


33% OFF 


WHEN YOU SPEND £30 OR MORE 
ONLINE AT WWW.D0MIN0S.C0.UK 

CODE: TTKSTVSN 

Discount applies at regular menu price. 

Excludes ice creams and 14/21 chicken portions 


tk FAMILY^/ 

ANY 2 PIZZAS* 

+ GARLIC PIZZA BREAD + POTATO 
WEDGES + BOTTLE OF DRINK 

(Wlsdiim 1 flk SstiW 

£21.99 £24.99 

Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 
Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 












































